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Western PA District Church of the Brethren          September 2021   

The Highlights 

                              MAN and WHALE 

 
My scripture has been Jonah 2:2. “I called out in my 
distress and he answered me.” Whales were hunted 
to near extinction. In this book the whale has a 
great part in what happens to Ninevah.      
                                    
If Jonah had just simply 
been thrown overboard to 
face the raging sea, what 
would have been the                   
outcome? He probably 
would have drowned.  
The great fish swallowed 
him and took him to where 
the mountains take root.  
 
Could Jonah see where he was? How many times do 
we not look where we are going? How many times 
do we run away from responsibilities? Why?                       
Because, we don’t want to deal with what may                  
happen. Why should we put forth effort to have our 
work ignored? 
 
In this case Jonah has time to realize what God’s 
plan has to do with him. He tried to run and look 
what happened. Every day there are obstacles we 
need to muddle through. What would happen if we 
had a sign that this was the Plan? You are being 
called by God to participate in life. Jonah was called 
to save Ninevah from themselves. 
 

DISTRICT MODERATOR’S NOTES 

District News—Pages 3—5 
District Conference Reminder—Page 6 
Some Good News! - Page 7 
Support for Honduras Update— Pages 9—10 
September Prayer Calendar— Page 16 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Now, we also know he wasn’t happy when they did 
heed God’s direction for their lives. We are to                    
rejoice with those who accept the LORD.  How many 
times do you cry out for help? You want God to                
listen to you. He provides an answer. You don’t like 
the answer. You might have to make sacrifices! 
Heaven forbid thigs might be better at the end.  
 
Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice. He left his home, 

job, and family and took it on 
the road. He even knew how 
the story would end. He did it 
anyway. His Father sent him 
for us. We have an idea how it 
might have felt. God asked 
Abraham to sacrifice his son. 
You follow the saga as                  
Abraham knows he needs to 
listen to God. 
 

Jesus still went to the cross for us. What have you 
done to please Jesus? We are called to make                        
disciples. Who have you talked to? Where will you 
go to when God calls you? Do you want to meet    
Jesus or the whale? 

Cheryl Marszalek 
Moderator 2021 
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The Highlights deadline for 
the October 2021                    

issue is  

September 10, 2021 

Please send your information 
to  tlehman@brethren.org.  

From the District Office 

It is very helpful to the                           
District Office staff to have                      

 updated information from all 
the churches we serve.                               

 
If your congregation will be 
making a new directory for 

2022 please send one to the 
District Office, 115 Spring Road, 

Hollsopple, 15935    
Thank you! 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

William Wenger, District Executive 

Amy Bowman, Financial Clerk 

Tina Lehman, District Secretary 
and Highlights Editor 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Financial Clerk is in 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

CONTACT US: 

115 Spring Road  

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

www.westernpacob.org 

REQUEST FOR DIRECTORIES 

The District is looking for                   
someone who can help with 

the former Church of the         
Brethren Home files. After the 
sale of the Brethren Home, the 

District inherited 2 storage 
lockers near the District Office 
full of records. There were 3 

volunteers working with these 
records but it has been difficult 

as some of them live in the 
Pittsburgh area and some also 
have full time jobs. Volunteers 
would be needed to help with   

requests for the following: 
 
Former employees that: 
a) are seeking new                            
      employment 
b)  are applying for retirement  
      benefits 
 
Skills: Preferable medical     
background. Sleuth. Patience. 
 
A confidentiality statement will 
need to be signed. 
 
Please apply to: District Office: 

 
115 Spring Road,  

Hollsopple, PA 15935-7412 
814-479-2181 

 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
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Across the District 

Congregation 
 
Somerset— Mary Griffith, Linda Walker, 
John Walker Sr., John Walker Jr.,                   
Joyce Walker, Greg Walker 
 

NEW MEMBERS    

Pastoral Changes 
 
Patrick Himes—called as part-time pastor  
   at Conemaugh 
 
Pete Kaltenbaugh—listed as Pastor Emeritus  
   at Meyersdale 

 

To the family of Pastor Dale Rummel who 
passed away in August. 
 
To the family of Pastor Kendal Elmore who 
passed away on July 31st. Pastor Kendal had 
served as a pastor in our district as well as a 
District Executive in the West Marva District.  

WITH SYMPATHY 

LEADERSHIP 

Walnut Grove COB Sunday Services on                     

Facebook at 10:00 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob 

Geiger COB Sunday Services are on                               

Facebook at 10:30 am                                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1709517105945633 

Salisbury COB Sunday Services on                     

Facebook at 10:30 am                                                                             

https://www.facebook.com/Salisbury-Church

-of-the-Brethren-211422968870314 

Scalp Level COB Sunday Services                              

at 10:30 am                                                                       

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren - YouTube 

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren | Face-

book  

Tire Hill Sunday Services on                                     

Facebook at 10:30 am                             

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tire%

20Hill%20Brethren/1002178363177827/ 

 
**If your congregation is sharing services 

online, please contact the District Office and 

Tina will list the information in upcoming 

Highlights. 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCgsHg_g8ZI7mTESCULwyp7A%2Ffeatured&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747273843
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FScalp-Level-Church-of-the-Brethren-101560424825946&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FScalp-Level-Church-of-the-Brethren-101560424825946&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747
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Across the District  

(located directly across the street from the  
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  

 

Quilters Retreats 
Friday and Saturday, October 8 & 9, 2021 

 
Scrapbook Retreat 

Saturday, October 23, 2021 
 

Annual Craft Show  
Saturday, November 13, 2021 

 
Call 724-463-0420 for event info. 

EVENTS AT THE PENN RUN  
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER  

The Greensburg COB has a job opening for a                       
part-time Director of Children and Youth Ministries. 
This position could grow into full-time in the future. 
This is a newly created position and they are seeking 
a capable, energetic, passionate, servant-hearted,                  
individual to take the lead in developing,                                
implementing, and evaluating ministries, programs, 
and activities that encourage all children to grow in 
faith as Christian disciples. Specific responsibilities 
include organization, recruitment, implementation, 
and evaluation of a Sunday morning program,                     
vacation Bible school, and children’s programming 
and outreach. If you would like to be considered for 
this position, or need more information, please                  
contact Pastor Stephen Parfitt at  
pastorstephengbgcob@gmail.com or 724-834-2130. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

Must Sell: 
 

Quilting frame and weavers loom                           
with accessories 

 
Asking $500.00 with 20% of that to be                         

donated to Camp Harmony.  
Interested parties please contact: 

Charles or Linda Whipple 
724-600-6332 

No reasonable offer refused 

ATTENTION QUILTERS AND WEAVERS 



                                               page 5 

The Geiger Church of the Brethren extends a         
heart-felt invitation for all to experiences a time of 
spiritual revival and renewal. All are welcome to 
take part in these uplifting services led by 
District Minister Bill Wenger.     
 
Feel free to participate in any or all of the following 
services: 
 
Sunday Morning—September 19, 2021 @ 10:30 am 
 
Sunday Evening—September 19, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 
 
Monday Evening—September 20, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 
 
Tuesday Evening—September 21, 2021 @ 7:00 pm 

Across the District  

Put on your Western Duds  
and Hurry On Down! 

We’re havin’ our annual 
 

HEAVENLY HARVEST 
HOEDOWN 

 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2021  
at the Geiger Church Grove:   

4:00 P M --- 6:00 PM  
 

FEATURING: 
 

~ Cook your own Hot Dogs and Smores                       
around the bonfires 

~ Fun with Razzle and Dazzle (Christian Clowns 
~ Hayrides for everybody and games for the kids!   
~ Inspirational Music  by Judy and Larry Walker 

 

FUN FOR FOLKS OF ALL AGES AND IT’S 

FREE! 
 

(Please bring a donation of produce or canned  
goods to benefit the Somerset Food Pantry)  

 

Questions?  
Contact Pastors John and Linda Stoner 
Phone:  814-444-8800   
E-Mail:  pastorsjandl@gmail.com  

GEIGER COB 

A TIME FOR REVIVAL 
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District conference 2021 

 

District Conference  
October 16, 2021  
at Camp Harmony 

 
The conference will be in-person this year, 
following any safety guidelines that may be 

in place during that time. 
 

The 4-delegate format that was to be going 
to be used last year will also be used                      

this year.  
 

Please contact the District Office if you have 
any questions. 

 

- Registration forms will also be sent out via 

email to the District Office contact list at the 

beginning of August.  

- Smaller churches who are not on the email 

contact list will receive a registration packet 

via mail in the middle of August. 

 - Please be sure to fill out the registration 

form completely, front and back,                               

remembering that there are only 4 delegates 

per congregation. This helps the District 

Office staff process your congregation’s                 

information more efficiently.  

- Child care will not be offered this year. We 
apologize for any inconvenience this may 
cause and thank you for your patience as we 
move forward. 
 
- The Program and Arrangements Committee 

is hoping to return to a larger capacity                 

conference event in 2022. 

 

Thank you! 

CONFERENCE NOTES 
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Some good news!! 

We can all use some good news now and 
again right? Keep sending me good news to 

share; milestone birthdays, milestone                       
anniversaries, academic achievements, etc.                 

 
I look forward to sharing more good news 

from the District! 
 

tlehman@brethren.org 

CALL FOR GOOD NEWS  

 

The Middlecreek COB will be hosting a  
Youth Sunday on September 26, 2021                         
during their morning service starting                   

at 9:30 am. 
 

The Service will be lead by Kaitlyn 
Coughenour from the Hostetler COB. 

 
All youth and young and old are welcome! 

YOUTH SUNDAY 



                                               page 8 

Serving in the District and beyond 

HERE WE GO AGAIN! 
 

Our last shoe shipment to funds2orgs netted over 
$1,500 for the orphanage in Honduras!  Thanks 

again to everyone who was able to participate in 
the program.   

We have started collecting shoes, sandals, boots 
and slippers at the ICA building in Jerome in hopes 

of having enough gathered for a shipment again 
next spring. We are off to a good start, with over 

500 pairs packed and ready, but we have a long way 
to go and need your help to reach our goal of 2.500 

pairs of shoes. 
It's so easy to participate!  Just collect gently worn 
shoes and rubber band the pairs together.  Bring 

the shoes to the district office during business 
hours, or on to collection day to the: 

 
ICA BUILDING 

1929 PENN AVENUE 
JEROME, PA 15937 

 
NOVEMBER 9, 2021   

9:00 AM – 11:00 AM. 
 

We're looking forward to the next shipment, and 
hope you are too!! 

 
Contact Marie Camut – 814-266-3010;  

April Mackell - 814-526-1589,  
or Karen Nagavathy – 814-244-6977; for details. 

 
 

EL HOGAR DE NIÑOS ENMANUEL                      
SHOE PROJECT FUNDRAISER 

Serving in the district 

CWS Hygiene Kits, School Kits, and Emergency Clean-up 
Buckets are projects your church group can complete                
to make a difference for hurting people in the United 
States and around the world. These basic supplies are so                   
common in the US, but so vital if you have lost                               
everything in a disaster or live in poverty. Cash donations 
in lieu of assembled Kits or Buckets also help provide 
much-needed supplies. If you have questions, please                
call the CWS Regional Office at 1-888-297-2767.  
 
Wrap your love and prayers in every Kit or Bucket you 
put together. But, please, include only the items listed.  
Do not include personal notes, money, or any                                
additional items in or with the kits. And, please, do not 
include or decorate your Kits with religious symbols, as 
the Kits are shared with people based only on need,               
regardless of religion. Thank you for helping CWS be 
ready to respond! 
 

CWS is currently accepting the following kits                                    
and buckets: 

 
Hygiene Kits 
School Kits 

Emergency Clean-up Buckets 
 
Please go to https://cwskits.org/ to see what you will 
need to fill your kits. 
 
Kits can be brought to the District Office during regular 
business hours or can be brought to Camp Harmony on 
October 16, 2021 during District Conference. 
 
Don't forget to send a check for $2 per Kit or $3 per 
Bucket to help cover the shipping costs. 
 
Kits should be securely boxed and taped.  Boxes should 
be packed with only one type of Kit (Hygiene, School, or 
Baby) inside each box.  The boxes should be labeled, 
noting the type of Kit, number of Kits, congregation/
group, contact person, address, and number of boxes.  
Please DO NOT put the $2 inside the kit. 

CWS KITS 
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Support for honduras 
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Support for honduras 
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Continuing education opportunities  
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Denominational news 
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

PRAYERS FOR HAITI AND THE HAITIAN 
BRETHREN 
Church of the Brethren Newsline                                                  
August 16, 2021  

The Church of the Brethren extends its prayers on 
behalf of our Haitian brothers and sisters in Christ 
due to the devastating earthquake that hit the                      
island nation on Saturday. We mourn for the loss of 
life, shelter, and basic needs, and are deeply con-
cerned for the impending tropical storm. Heavy 
rains were forecast for today.  

Our church staff will continue to assess with Haitian 
Brethren leadership how we can be helpful beyond 
our prayers. Today, a $5,000 grant was approved 
from the Church of the Brethren’s Emergency                      
Disaster Fund, on the recommendation of Brethren 
Disaster Ministries. It will support the early relief 
efforts of L’Eglise des Freres d’Haiti (the Church of 
the Brethren in Haiti) to provide emergency food, 
shelter, and medical care. 

The earthquake’s epicenter was near Saint-Louis-du 
Sud, where the Haitian church and Brethren Disaster 
Ministries responded to hurricane damage and                
rebuilt many homes–those continue to stand after 
this earthquake. However, the temporary building 
of a new church plant in Saut Mathurine along with 
the homes of some members were destroyed, some 
church members have been injured, and one is                    
reported to have died.  

To give in support of this initial grant and to                          
financially support planning for further disaster                  
relief in Haiti as a collaboration of Brethren Disaster 
Ministries and the Haitian church, go 
to www.brethren.org/give-haiti-earthquake. Choose 
“Emergency Disaster Fund” and note                                  
“Haiti earthquake” in the box.  

David Steele 
General Secretary 
Church of the Brethren  

Image provided via Brethren Disaster Ministries  

Please pray for Christians that are living in                     
Afghanistan and the churches that remain there, 
the Christian community especially is at great 
risk.  Please also pray for the Afghan people, this 
is an incredibly uncertain time in that country. 

PRAY FOR AFGHANISTAN 

http://www.brethren.org
https://churchofthebrethren.givingfuel.com/all-ministries?registrants.fund=Emergency%20Disaster%20Fund/%20Brethren%20Disaster%20Ministries%20(All)%5e&registrants.additionalGiftNotes=Haiti%20Earthquake
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ORDAINED 

 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Drive, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 / 412-979-0067 / sharingpearls@comcast.net 

BEACHLEY, LINDA—PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / lrbeac@atlanticbb.net 

BEACHLEY, RONALD – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / rondbeachley@gmail.com 

DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / iamameliaderr@yahoo.com 

DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / pastorbutch@gmail.com 

GREEN, GARY – 4589 Somerset Pike, Hollsopple, 15935-8217 / 814-915-0227 / pamountainman42@aol.com 

HOUGHTON, SALLY - 124 Lindberg Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-3019 / 814-243-6448 / smh124@atlanticbb.net 

KABLER, ERIC—126 Clermont Street, Johnstown 15904-2132 / 814-266-2734 / eric.kabler@kablerthomas.com 

LONGWELL, ERIC— 240 Plumcreek Road, Shelocta, 15774-3144 / 724-599-8690 / kb3ttx@gmail.com 

MANGES, JOHN – 137 Catskill Lane, Johnstown, 15904-7523 / 814-539-3332 / manges@atlanticbb.net 

MARSHALL, HOMER  - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MARSHALL, PATRICIA - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MOSORJAK, GARY – 1337 Roxbury Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-1224 / 814-619-4238 / wendel05@aol.com 

MYERS, GUY – 1271 Killiwhat Street, Johnstown, PA 15902-1224 / 814-536-2404 / pgmyers@atlanticbb.net 

PERUSO, RUSSELL – 151 Blackner Road, Johnstown, 15905 / 814-242-0549 / russperuso@gmail.com 

RUMMEL, DALE - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 16838-9006  

RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St., Johnstown, 15905 / 814-322-7786 / New Day: 814-535-8202 / jrupert@new-day.org 

SMITH, A. HARRISON—506 Sciandro Drive, Greensburg, 15601 / 724-837-4491 

STEIN, ROBERT - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 / 724-438-2226 / crid@verizon.net 

SWICK, MICHAEL - 4127 Greenville Road, Meyersdale 15552-8518 / 814-634-8158 / preachmike101@comcast.net 

WALKER, JUDY—425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WALKER, LARRY - 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

YOUNG, FRANK – PO Box 251 Jerome, 15937 / 814-418-5930 / sfminc@hotmail.com 

 

LICENSED 
 
PISARSKI, STANLEY – 511 Thrasher Street, Johnstown, 15909 / 814-410-3685 / spisarski1017@gmail.com 

 

LAY SPEAKER 
 
RAMER, DONNA—102 Franklin Drive, Greensburg, 15601-1305 / 724 836-0594 

Available speakers 
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Camp Harmony 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

If your congregation, committee, or group would like to have information listed on the District Calendar, 

please send it in to the District Office by the 10th of each month. Thanks! 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

6  - LABOR DAY 

9  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

11  - SVMC, District Office 

18  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, Plumcreek COB 

21  - DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

 

 

OCTOBER 2021 

3  - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

9   - SVMC, District Office 

16  - District Conference, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

23   - SVMC, District Office 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

5  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 p.m., District Office 

7  - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

13  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, Somerset COB 

20  - SVMC, District Office 

25  - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

28   - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 2021 

5  - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12  - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

19  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

24  - Christmas Eve 

25  - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

31  - NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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Prayer Calendar 
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The Highlights 

September 2021 

Western PA District  

Church of the Brethren 

115 Spring Road 

Hollsopple, PA 15935 


