Western Pennsylvania District Highlights

September 2017

It’s September and 2017
District Conference is only a
month away. If you haven’t
done so, go right now and
mark your calendar for
October 21, 2017 and plan
on being there. You
received your registration
information for this year’s
conference in the July/
August Highlights
newsletter. Don’t just put it
aside. Put it in a prominent
place so you won’t forget.

STAFF:
William W. Wenger
Carole J. Horner
Abby R. Shaffer
Tina S. Lehman
CONTACT:
115 Spring Rd.
Hollsopple, PA 15935
814-479-7058
814-479-2181
866-279-2181 toll free
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2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you,

814 479-2506 fax

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will
abound in every good work” (NIV).

WEBSITE:

That’s our scripture reference for this year’s district conference and our
theme is: “Looking to God’s Abundance.”

www.westernpacob.org
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday ~ Friday
8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm

Please send all
Highlights information
to the District Office by
the 10th.

I’ve wrestled with this theme all year. It’s difficult in our culture to think
and speak about God’s abundance when mostly the thought processes of
Americans are about the material – even we Christian Americans. In other
words; abundance to our Western minds equals material plenty and
prosperity (i.e. houses, money and all the embellishments that go with
them). If indeed that is our thought process then the question must be
asked; have we missed the true wealth that God promises?
The Bible speaks a lot about abundance, but it connects the word
abundant with words and ideas like: joys, grace, inheritance, life (i.e.
The Greek ‘Zoë’ = the life of God, in us), power (i.e. that works within us =
the Holy Spirit) and more. Abundance is a “God” word, and as such it is so
much more than just a “things” word.

Oh, by-the-way I’ve discovered that I haven’t begun to plumb the
depths of God’s abundance for the believer. Just looking to God’s
abundance takes hard work, deep thinking and spiritual awareness that
I find I’m often not able to do with any realistic consistency. By the
abundant grace of our awesome God I pray that I’ll keep on seeking God’s
abundance.
Praying you are blessed and seeking God’s abundance as well.
Respectfully,
Vince Cable, Interim Moderator
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District Office News

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

LEADERSHIP

The 2017 District Directory is available and has
been sent via email and postal mail.

Ordained
JoAnn Dermer
Dale Leverknight

If you would like a PDF or a paper copy, please
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

HOSPITALIZED



Please pray for Pastor Pat Marshall who is
recovering after an infection
Please pray for Pastor David Crable who is
recovering from hip replacement surgery

NEW MEMBERS

NEED YOUR HELP
If your congregation has produced a new
directory in 2017, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!

Somerset Congregation



October 2017

Calvin Hoover
Cindy Hoover

Highlights Deadline

September 10, 2017
Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

Image: wallpaper safari
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AbbsTract

September 2017

I was nervous. It was Good Friday of this past year,
and I was scheduled to sing with my dad that evening
at our Service of Shadows. I like to sing, and it was a
song we had done before, but I have what I call a
“choir voice,” and it’s much better when it can blend
in with everyone else. I am not a confident soloist.
I tried all day to calm down about it – and spent some
time in prayer about it – and I realized that I was
worried about how I would sound. Worried about
performing it perfectly, instead of singing to the glory
of God. Once I got that out
of the way, I asked the Lord
to help me to sing it with
feeling (rather than
perfection), so that hearts
would be moved. The song,
after all, is a stirring
conversation between Jesus
and Mary at the foot of the
cross.
Well, seven o’clock came,
and I was actually going to
arrive early for the seven-thirty service. I left my
house and drove (well within the limit) out to Rummel
Church. I noticed a police cruiser following me
through the construction zone on 56, but when I
turned up to go to the church, he took the other side
of the fork.
“Whew,” I thought, “he was just driving behind me.”
I pulled into the lot, which was already filling up with
choir members and others who had a role in that
evening. I got out of my car and started to walk
toward the building when from out of nowhere, that
police cruiser whipped in front of me. An officer leapt
out and said hurriedly, “Ma’am, is that your vehicle?
I’m going to need you get back in.”
My mind started to race, and I threw my hands up in
the air, because I had no idea what was happening.
Was a crime committed by someone driving a vehicle
like mine? Did someone call in some kind of false
report about me? What was going on?!
My heart was beating in my throat and my limbs were
heavy. It was now seven-fifteen, and this was not a
part of my plan. Several choir members observed the
scene from a distance, and I was embarrassed, though
I didn’t know why this was happening.

The officer came to the window, and once I explained
that I was attending church and not hiding from him,
he explained that he had run my license plate as I
drove past, and my registration was out of date.
He could see how panicked I was and tried to talk me
down from my fears. He was kind, and gave me a
warning with a generous timeline to rectify the
situation. He left and my whole body went limp. Tears
of confusion, embarrassment, anger, alarm and relief
came flooding out of me. “Oh no,” I thought, “the
service starts in a few minutes, and I’m a wreck! What
am I going to do?”
I entered the sanctuary, still
dabbing at my eyes, and told my
dad what had happened. His
hug reassured me, but I knew
I’d still have some gunk in my
throat from crying. I decided to
make the best of it and I did
what I could to prepare myself
for worship.
When it came time for us to
sing, my hands were still trembling and I knew my
voice would be useless. I tossed up one final prayer,
then took a deep breath and began to fill the silence
with a song. What I heard surprised me.
This wasn’t a polished performance, no! This was the
sound of a mother in agony, her bleary eyes turned up
toward her son as he hung on a cross. A shaky wail
blended with a rough throaty sound and a breathless
choking sound. It was raw and real. As I gave the
worst performance of my life, I sang better than I ever
had. Thankfulness rushed through me as I turned off
the mic and crept back to my seat in the dark.
The Lord had answered my prayer.
Often, when we pray, we have an idea of how we’d like
for Him to answer us. But you cannot both ask in
faith and engineer the answer. How could I have ever
conceived that God would provide for me at the last
minute, through a run-in with the Law? As always, His
timing and method were perfect, and I shook my head
as I realized the gift I’d been given.
Today, when you pray, pray in earnest, and then let go.
Watch with expectation to see how God answers your
prayer!
:) Abby
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Local Church/District News

Shade Creek Ridge Church of the Brethren
1623 Ridge Road Hooversville.
September 16, 2017

12:00 pm to 3:00 pm

Meal includes 1/2 Chicken, baked potato, green
beans, dinner roll, and dessert. $8.50.
Take out available.

Windber Church of the Brethren
500 19th Street, Windber, PA

September 17, 18, and 19, 2017
7:00 pm

Hello Everyone!
We had such a great choir
reunion that we are going to
have one every year. Plan
for the Sunday after July 4th
every year. We had about
25 choir members and
advisors plus their families. Share this info with
all of your friends so that they can plan ahead.
I'll send out a flier later. Hopefully we can have
even more next year! See you then!
Adele Madera

Guest Speaker: Frank Young
Berkey Church of the Brethren
1038 Church Drive , Windber, PA
814-467-8505
September 24—27, 2017
7:00 pm
Guest speaker: Eric Brubaker
Special Music by The Children of the World
Thursday, September 28, 2017 at 7:00 pm

Calendar of Events 2017:

Be on the lookout!
Informational packets for
the 2018 National Youth
Conference (NYC) are on
there way to your
congregations youth leaders.

September 15 & 16
DWM Retreat at Camp Harmony
October 5

Brethren Home Day

Mark these dates on your calendars:
NYC—July 21—26, 2018
Colorado State University,
Fort Collins, Colorado
Be sure to share this information with your
youth, NYC is such an exciting, life-changing
experience, you don’t want them to miss out!
Please call Abby Shaffer at the District Office if
you have any questions.

September 2017

Mark your calendars,
more information to follow!
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Local Church/District News
Please read and share!
There are many ways to volunteer in the
District, whether in be through Camp Harmony
or the Brethren Home Community Windber; at
events such as the District Auction; or even
happenings in your own congregation.
The Outreach and Service Team of the District
Leadership Team is still looking for volunteers
to be the Western PA District Brethren
Heritage and Peace Representative. As the
Heritage and Peace Representative you would
be asked to do the following:
1. Help promote peace education by
interacting with individuals, pastors, and
congregations.
2. Share peace education materials and
instruction with the youth in our District by
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at
Camp Harmony, and other group settings
arranged by the District Children and Youth
Ministry Coordinator.

3. Work with the District Outreach and Service
Team in any way that the Team can help the
representative with the above responsibilities.
4. Report annually to the District Outreach and
Service Team as to the work that has been
accomplished in a given year.

B-D-M
Needs Your Help!
Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.
If you are interested in being a part of future
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for
more information at 814-539-8530
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net
Other than the day trips to New Windsor all
weeklong trips will be announced as the
information becomes available.

2017 Schedule
THANK YOU
Day Trips
Thursday, October 12
Tuesday, October 24
Thursday, Dec. 7
Tuesday, Dec. 19

Please contact Marsha Smith at 814-535-2213
or charmar467@atlanticbb.net
if you are interested in serving.

Week Trips
September 3 - 9
Project #2
with Brownsville, Mid Atlantic
October 1 - 7
South Carolina
with (open)

Please be in
prayer for:
The New School
Year

September 2017
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Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center
(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)
Annual Home & Craft Show
Saturday, November 11, 2017
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Many vendors and home party consultants will
be there as well as a silent auction, a pie
auction and lots of good food!
*Quilt Retreats - 8 am to 8 pm
October 13, 2017 and October 14, 2017

151st Annual
Western PA District Conference

*Call Pastor Jeff at the church office at 724-4630420 for more information.

October 21, 2017—9:00 am

Scrapbook and Card Making Retreat
October 21, 2017 - 8 am to 8 pm
Call Julie at 724-840-2704 for more information.

Camp Harmony

PA Dutch Buffets will resume in October Saturdays from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

1414 Plank Road, Hooversville
Registration: District Conference
Registration Packets will be sent out by
the first week of August.
All registrations are due by
October 13, 2017 in order to give
Camp a proper count.
Displays: Groups that w ould lik e to have
displays in the exhibit area will be sent
registration forms in mid-July. Please be sure
to send the completed form back as soon as
possible so a table can be set up for you.

If you have any questions, please call the
District Office.
We hope to see all the congregations
represented this year. There is a lot going on in
the District and the Church of the Brethren, it’s
so important for everyone to be informed so we
can all “Continue the Work of Jesus. Peacefully.

Simply. Together.”

September 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

National Older Adult Conference (NOAC)
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina
September 4—8, 2017
More information is listed to the right

Transportation to NOAC
Camp Harmony is organizing transportation
for anyone who is planning to attend NOAC
this year. The cost for the trip is $225
which includes 2 breakfasts
and 2 meals for the roundtrip.
Please call Camp office at 814-798-5885
if you are interested and for more information.

Please continue to pray
for the situation in Nigeria.
Remember them daily as we all
pray for peace to come to that
devastated region.
Visit www.brethren.org
for more information.

Job Openings: I f you are interested in
job opportunities through the Church of the
Brethren, open positions can be found at
http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html

Come ready for to be inspired by our presenters,
the warm fellowship, and opportunities for prayer
and devotion. The Upper Room will be setting up
a prayer room in the columbarium just off the
chapel. Morning devotions will be led by General
Secretary David Steele and Annual Conference
Moderator Samuel Sarpiya. Contemplative prayer
(centering prayer, lectio divina, walking the
labyrinth) will also be offered.
Come to have fun! Plan for participation
in recreation and arts and music. Lake Junaluska
offers a variety of active recreational options:
tennis, golf, swimming, fishing (with a license),
pontoon boat rides, garden walks. Arts offerings
will include felting, survival bracelets, prayer
shawls, memoir writing, and the ever-popular
tie-dying. Bring an instrument to play with
Brethren Brass, or at the coffee-house where
poets, singers, storytellers and jugglers are also
welcome! There will be interest groups for those
who want to try their hand at song-writing, and
who want to learn more about our diverse
Brethren hymnody. Please sign up to sing in the
choir now so we know how many to plan for.
Music will be available at on-site.
Come ready to explore the area. Afternoon bus
trips include visiting the Biltmore ($60), the
Oconaluftee Indian Village ($35), hiking in the
Smoky Mountains ($15). New this year are
opportunities to learn about and engage the local
community. On Tuesday afternoon, volunteers will
read stories from Heifer Project at Junaluska
Elementary School ($15). On Wednesday, explore
Hendersonville with a guide in period costume and
enjoy locally made ice cream and chocolates
($25). And on Thursday, learn about Asheville’s
rich African American history on a top-rated tour
with local educator and historian DeWayne
Barton. This includes a visit to the Burton Street
Peace Gardens, "a sanctuary for positive action,
designed to create neighborhood food security,
community cohesion, and a vibrant, sustainable
local economy." ($25) This year, all afternoon
trips include lunch; this is new and updated
information.
Our sponsors: Bethany Theological Seminary, Brethren
Benefit Trust, the Fellowship of Brethren Homes,
Heifer Project International, the Palms of Sebring, and
the Upper Room help make this conference possible.
Our thanks to them and to you!

We are looking forward to seeing you in September.
Together we'll be inspired by wonder, inspired by
the Word, inspired to share, inspired to serve!
Blessings, The Inspiration 2017 Working
Group: Glenn Bollinger, Karen Dillon, Rex Miller, Pat

Roberts, Christy Waltersdorff, and Debbie Eisenbise,
director of intergenerational ministries

September 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide

Democratic Republic of Congo
Recent fighting in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo between opposition and government
forces is affecting members of Eglese des Freres au Congo (Church of the Brethren in Congo).
Emails from Ron Lubungo, head of the church there, indicate that several villages are under
opposition control, including at least one that has a Brethren congregation. Lubungo reports
that many are fleeing the violence.
Please pray:



That the hostilities and violence would be resolved.



That citizens would be unharmed.

That church members would not be swept up in the violence and would be a witness to the love
and peace of Jesus Christ.
Global
Give thanks for the traveling mercies that allowed 16 global Church of the Brethren members
to attend Annual Conference and return safely home. Representatives were present from our
sister churches in Dominican Republic, Haiti, India, Nigeria, Rwanda, and Spain. Give thanks for
the hospitality of United States Brethren who hosted the guests before, during, and after the
conference.
Palestine and Israel
Pray for peace, both temporary and lasting, in Jerusalem and the West Bank. Tensions and retaliatory violence have escalated in recent weeks. Several Israelis and Palestinians have lost
their lives, and more than 900 Palestinians have been injured in clashes with Israeli forces over
access to the al-Aqsa Mosque. Pray for healing of bodies and reconciliation of hearts.
Iraq
Pray for the people of Mosul. The city has been at the heart of months of battle between the
Islamic State and Iraqi forces. Hundreds of lives have been lost, including in airstrikes by the
US-led coalition, and much of the city has been destroyed. Pray for peace and healing.

September 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Haiti and Dominican Republic
Pray for groups preparing to serve with some of our Church of the Brethren global partners.
Pray for health and safety for all as Brethren from different places work together. Pray that the
Holy Spirit bridges gaps of language to forge relationships through mutual learning, fellowship,
and communal worship.
Pray for safe travels for the group of volunteers from Frederick (Md.) Church of the Brethren
who will be serving with Eglise des Freres d'Haiti, the Church of the Brethren in Haiti. They will
assist with a mobile medical clinic and a children's program for around 125 children from
various Eglise des Freres congregations. Pray for traveling mercies also for the 25 members of
Chiques (Pa.) Church of the Brethren planning to serve with Iglesia de los Hermanos, the
Church of the Brethren in the Dominican Republic. The group will assist with a youth conference
where 200 Brethren youth from the Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Puerto Rico are expected to
attend. They will also help with roof repair for the widow of the pastor in La Descubierta and
will construct two latrines for the church in Rancheria.
United States
Pray for participants in this week's locations of the Church of the Brethren Workcamp Ministry.
Pray for health, safety, and valuable learning for all the participants and for those with whom
they serve. Pray that they sense the heart of God in service to others.
Sixteen senior high youth and advisors serve this week at Heifer Ranch, a working farm of
Heifer International in Perryville, Ark. In addition to helping with farm and animal projects,
participants will experience Heifer’s Global Gateway and Global Village, which create meal and
living conditions that could be found throughout the world.
Twenty-four junior high workcamp participants are serving with Baltimore County Christian
Workcamp, a church-run organization dedicated to improving the lives and homes of
impoverished residents in the Baltimore, Md., area. Work is focused on repairing homes in
Baltimore’s neighboring communities. Junior high participants are also serving this week in
Roanoke, VA., hosted by First Church of the Brethren. The youth and their advisors are
volunteering with three different agencies that serve low-income and homeless individuals
and families throughout Roanoke.
An intergenerational Brethren Revival Fellowship workcamp is serving the community of
Lewiston, Maine, this week. Participants work with Root Cellar and the Good Shepherd Food
Bank to provide food and other resources for those in need.
United States/Nigeria
Pray for the congressional briefing, organized by the Church of the Brethren Office of Public
Witness, on the crisis of famine and violence in Nigeria. The event is intended for policy makers
and their staff members, to give them background knowledge on local solutions, U.S. policy,
and interfaith organizing happening in regards to Nigeria. Leaders from Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a
Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) have been participating in several advocacy
meetings in Washington D.C. and will be present at the briefing.
Pray that US Congress members and their staff attend the briefing and work toward meaningful
policy to lessen violence and suffering in Nigeria.
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Nigeria
Praise God for continued growth of Ekklesiyar
Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren
in Nigeria)! A new district has been commissioned and several new churches have been
granted autonomy, including LCC Kwagu. Pray
for the Holy Spirit to bless these new churches
with wisdom and energy.

A. A. Ndamsai, vice president of EYN, presides over the
granting of autonomy to LCC Kwagu. Photo courtesy of
EYN.

Praise God for the rebuilding and
dedication of the LCC Mishara church
building, which had been burnt by
Boko Haram insurgents. The
congregation, part of Ekklesiyar
Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the
Brethren in Nigeria), is excited to move
from worshipping outside to a building
big enough for 1,000 people. Give
thanks that the governor of Borno
state has paid for the rebuilding of six
churches: three from EYN, including
Mishara, and three from other
denominations.

The new church of LCC Mishara is dedicated. Photo
courtesy of EYN.
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GEIGER CHURCH WELCOMES JIM MYER AND YOU’RE INVITED!!
September 24 thru 26, 2017 will find the folks at Geiger Church of the Brethren
gathering together for their annual revival and renewal service. They’d love for you
to be there too. This year’s speaker will be Jim Myer. Many of you are familiar with
Jim’s boisterous and witty personality and the services are sure to be a delight. The
following introduction will help you to get to know Jim a bit better:
Jim joyously proclaims that he is seventy-seven years old and married to his wife
Faye. They have four married children, sixteen grandchildren and six great
grandchildren with one on the way. He serves in the ministry of the White Oak
Church of the Brethren in the Atlantic North East district. Jim is a part-time farmer
and also works part-time on the staff of Brethren Revival Fellowship. He’s served
on the Standing Committee of Annual Conference and was the moderator for that
entity in 1985. He’s served on numerous study committees and has been the
featured speaker at several National Youth Conferences and Annual Conferences.
Jim’s talent as an accomplished speaker have found him preaching in Nigeria, Haiti,
Korea, Jamaica and Brazil. He’s spoken at over three hundred revival meetings
across the brotherhood.
Be sure to mark your calendars. Sunday morning service begins at 10:30 am and
the Sunday, Monday and Tuesday evening services will start at 7:00. You don’t
want to miss one word of what this man has to say.
It’s bound to be an
inspirational and refreshing time for all of us.
Feel free to contact Pastors Linda and John Stoner with any questions:
Phone: 814-444-8800 or email: pastorsjandl@gmail.com.

Put on your Western Duds and Hurry On Down
We’re havin’ a

HEAVENLY HARVEST HOEDOWN
At Geiger CoB
SEPTEMBER 23 at the Geiger Church Grove: 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
FEATURING
 Cook your own Hot Dogs and Smores around the bonfires
 Face Painting and Hayrides and maybe some other surprises.
 A Corn Box for the kiddies (come check it out)
 Inspirational Music by “Cloud of Grace”

FUN FOR FOLKS OF ALL AGES AND IT’S

FREE
(Please bring a donation of produce or canned
goods to benefit the Somerset Food Pantry)
Questions: Contact Pastor John and Pastor Linda Stoner
Phone: 814-444-8800 E-Mail: pastorsjandl@gmail.com

Church of the Brethren Home
2017 Harvest Home Project
A walk through the halls of our Home shows the positive difference donations to Harvest
Home 2016 have made. Required infection control cabinets have been placed on each station.
Several televisions were purchased for resident rooms, and generous monetary donations have
been applied to ongoing projects. The beautiful and plentiful in kind donations quickly were
used by residents and staff throughout the Home. As always, we thank each church that was
able to support the mission of the Home and its residents.
As you prepare for Harvest Home this year, please be aware of the substantial changes
that are coming about as a result of the April special district conference meeting. At the
conference, the Core Leadership Team was made responsible for forming a committee to
research the sale of the Home, and make plans to repay the loan made to benefit the Home.
The committee has been interviewing possible purchasers, with a goal of completing a sale
that is most financially sound for the district and the Home residents and staff. An appeal
was sent to the district churches and Home supporters, and we are grateful for the outpouring
of support. Our staff and administration continues to make every effort to maintain the high
level of care that has been our goal since our founding in 1921.
In light of the uncertainty of the Home’s future ownership and the monetary appeals
already made in the past few months, we hope that churches will continue to be involved in
the Harvest Home project that directly benefits resident needs. Either in kind donations or
monetary support of loan repayment will be deeply appreciated. Activities Director Susan
Haluska or General Services Director Pam Harkcom are available at 814.467.5505 to answer
any questions, or make suggestions concerning possible projects.
To support the Harvest Home project, please deliver items to the Home any
Weekday 8AM – 4 PM, or send a donation to:
Donna Locher, Financial Services
Church of the Brethren Home
277 Hoffman Avenue,
Windber, PA 15963
Thank you for your support of our mission to provide superior care for our residents!

Church of the Brethren Home
2017 Harvest Home Project
Thank you for your support!
These everyday items are used year round at the Home and might be collected by a congregation as
a donation to the annual Harvest Home project. To make arrangements to deliver donations to the
Home, please call Pam Harkcom at (814) 361-6459
NURSING
White out
Notebooks
Clear notebook sleeves
8½ x 11
Post-It notes
Hair spray
Deodorant
Skin lotion
Emery boards
Band-Aids
Denture cleaner and adhesive
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Tissues
Binders
Scotch tape
Pens
Pencils
Hair Brushes
10 X 14 Manila Envelopes
Denture Cups

MISCELLANEOUS
Black thread (40 or 50)
White thread (40 or 50)
White sew-on Velcro tape ¾”
Navy blue thread (40 or 50)
Sewing machine needles #14
Rubber bands
Paper clips – large or small
Hi-lighters (any color)
Black permanent markers
Sharpie Markers
Sympathy cards
GENERAL SERVICES
Dresser scarves
Knotted comforters 6’ x 8’
Paper towels
Bathroom tissue
Dial bar soap
Murphy’s Oil Soap
Brillo pads
Terry dish towels
DIETARY

MAINTENANCE
Batteries (AAA, AA, C, D, 9V)
Black Electrical Tape
Steel Drill Bits
Paint Rollers
Teflon Tape

Sugar
Salt
Pepper
Pasta
Oatmeal
Potatoes
Peanut Butter
Fruits or Vegetables,
in #10 cans

ACTIVITIES
Aleene’s tacky glue
Construction paper
Poster board colored or white
(12 x 18 or 12 x 9)
Scissors
New greeting cards
Yarn
Felt
Polyester fiberfill
Postage stamps
9 ounce plastic cups
Plastic bowls
3 ounce Dixie cups
Paper plates
Tissue paper (all colors)
CDs & DVDs
White tablet paper
Cotton fabric
Plastic forks and spoons
Diet soda (cans and liter
bottles)
Masking tape
Scotch tape
Magic markers
Craft paint brushes
Sandpaper
Paper streamers
Acrylic craft paint
Wrapping paper and bags
Individual snack packs
Lunch bags (white or brown)
Paper glue sticks
Colored Pencils

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

2017 CAMP HARMONY CAMP REPORT
God is Good – The following Churches sent campers to the 2017 summer camping season:
Beachdale, Bear Run, Conemaugh, Geiger, Greenville, Ligonier, Locust Grove,
Middle Creek, Monroeville, Moxham, Penn Run, Ridge/Shade Creek, Rummel, Sipesville,
Tire Hill, Walnut Grove, Windber, Scalp Level, Meyersdale, Purchase Line, Somerset,
Pleasant Hill, Bethel, Maple Spring, Berkey, Rockwood, Center Hill, Greensburg, and
County Line
Next month a more detailed report will be included.
Thank you for taking the time and effort to make sure our young people hear God’s word.
Also thank you to the many persons and congregations who keep Camp in their prayers
and sent monetary support.
*******
2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that
the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District
contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated. The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
now has 54 families including some congregations for a total of $3,900. Thank you so much for
your donations and prayers.
********
FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS – October 17, 2017
“Friends Helping Friends” is a program offered by Boscov’s – all locations 9:00 AM to
11:00 PM. For just $5.00, if you purchase a shopping pass from Camp Harmony – you will be
entitled to 25% off your purchases on October 17, 2017 (great time to buy Christmas gifts). The
entire $5.00 benefits the local non-profit organization from which you purchased the pass – in
this case it benefits Camp. These passes are available at Camp just for asking.
********
LOOKING AHEAD
Fall Gospel Music Festival – September 1 – 4 - if anyone would like to volunteer to help Camp
for this weekend that would be wonderful. If you are interested please contact Janice as soon
as possible. There are many opportunities to volunteer your services. Thank You…

LABORDAYW EEKEND
SEPTEMBER1
4
,
2
0
1
7

Aweek
endf
ort
hewhol
ef
ami
l
yt
o
bebl
es
s
edwi
t
hgr
eatmus
i
c,
f
un,
andf
ood!S
t
ayf
ort
hewhol
e
week
endorcomef
orj
us
taday
.

He
a
rg
r
e
a
t
t
a
l
e
n
t
f
r
o
mGo
s
p
e
l
p
e
r
f
o
r
me
r
sl
i
k
e
:

Go
o
dNe
ws
He
a
v
e
n4Sh
o
r
e
.
.
AND MORE!
Th
eCh
o
r
a
l
i
e
r
s&Pe
a
r
l.
Un
i
t
e
d
T
ob
o
o
ky
o
u
rs
t
a
yo
rf
o
rmo
r
ei
n
f
o
r
ma
t
i
o
n
:
8
1
4
7
9
8
5
8
8
5 www.
c
a
mp
h
a
r
mo
n
y
.
o
r
gh
a
r
mo
n
y
@c
a
mp
h
a
r
mo
n
y
.
o
r
g
P
OBo
x1
5
8
,
1
4
1
4P
l
a
n
kR
o
a
d
,
Ho
o
v
e
r
s
v
i
l
l
e
,
P
A1
5
9
3
6

Bri
ngi
ng Peopl
e Togetheri
n Harm ony!

Sept
ember2324,201
7
Ki
dsActi
vi
ti
es

Vendors

FREE
Cam pfi
re &
Adm i
ssi
on! Movi
e Under
the Stars

Food
&
Musi
c

There’
ssom ethi
ng foreveryone!

www.
camphar
mony.
or
g
1
41
4Pl
ankRoadHoover
svi
l
l
e,PA 1
5936
81
47985885 har
mony@ camphar
mony.
or
g

Please use a separate form for each individual registering
General Information

Name:_____________________________________________ Grade:__________ Male___ Female___
Street Address:______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________ Birthdate: _____/_____/_____
Phone:___________________________________ Phone:____________________________________
Parent/Guardian:_____________________________________________________________________
Church Attending:____________________________________________________________________
Emergency Information

Health Concerns:_____________________________________________________________________
Allergies (food, etc.):__________________________________________________________________
Other:______________________________________________________________________________
Medications:________________________________________________________________________
Restrictions:_________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #1:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #1:_________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #2:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #2:_________________________________________________________________
Payment Options

Cash_____ Check______
MasterCard_____ Visa_____ Discover_____
Exp. Date_______________ Security Code__________
Card #______________________________________________________________________________
Card Holder Signature_________________________________________________________________
Release Information
In signing this application, I grant permission for my child to attend Camp Harmony and for Camp Harmony to use images (photo, video, etc.) of my child
and members of my family in camp publicity (print ads, internet, etc.). I waive the right to inspect or approve photos for such purpose.
I understand that Challenge Course / Climbing & Repelling / High & Low Ropes / Adventure Based activities are, by their nature, physically and emotionally
demanding, and that participating in the challenge course program may involve risks such as walking, bending, twisting, pulling, lifting, running, jumping, climbing,
swinging, increased heart or breath rates and/or physical contact with others.
I understand that although Camp Harmony staff will make every reasonable effort to minimize exposure to known risks, not all dangers and hazards can be foreseen
(i.e. cuts, bruises, scrapes, fractures, dislocations, fatalities, etc.). I am aware that certain risks and dangers exist in the activities that are beyond the control of
Outdoor Ministry employees.
I understand that I have the right and the responsibility to limit my participation in any activity that I believe will compromise my safety, and agree to
notify a Camp Harmony employee if I have safety concerns. Camp Harmony practices the “Choose Your Challenge” philosophy. This means, if I choose to physically
participate in any of the activities, I voluntarily assume all risks associated with such participation.
I understand that Camp Harmony staff has the right to deny my participation and that it is my responsibility as a participant to follow the instructions,
guidelines and procedures established by the Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s). If, at any time, I do not understand or have not heard specific instructions given by the
Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s), I realize that it is my responsibility to ask for clarification and/or assistance before any participation.
In consideration of Camp Harmony allowing me to participate in these activities, I hereby release, discharge, waive, disclaim, and relinquish all claims,
actions, or causes of action for personal injury, wrongful death, or property damage against Camp Harmony arising as a result of my participation in these activities,
my use of Camp Harmony equipment, or any activities incidental to the activity. I also agree to defend and indemnify Camp Harmony and hold it harmless for any
personal injury, death, or property damage arising from my conduct.

Participant

Parent/Guardian

Printed Name:_______________________________ Printed Name:___________________________
Signature:__________________________________ Signature:______________________________
Date:______________________________________ Date:____________ ______________________
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Monday, Oct. 23, 2017:
Enriching the Lives of Older Adults
Presenters:
Linda Titzell, Jenn Holcomb and team
Location and Time:
Cross Keys Village, New Oxford, PA, 9 AM – 3 PM
This informative event will explore:
 Spiritual nurturing of older adults including the uniqueness of this generation, how they may feel spiritually
nourished, and what we need to be aware of as we minister to and with them.
 The impact of loneliness and boredom in the older adult, how these feelings impact their overall health, and
ways to adapt to the challenges that come with aging to live an enriched life.
 What aging in place means to the older adult and what available resources support aging in place.
Cost is $60.00 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.5 CEUs).

Thursday, Nov. 2, 2017:
Go and Do Likewise: The Practices of Christology
Presenter:
Dr. Nate Inglis, Asst. Professor of Theological Studies, Bethany Theological Seminary
Location and Time:
Juniata College, 9 AM – 4 PM
The heart of Christian theology is understanding who Jesus is and how he saves. Yet, even though Brethren often
emphasize a lived theology, Christology can too easily be reduced to an intellectual formula that is disconnected
from the life of faith. In this symposium, we consider Jesus by starting with the practices that he taught his disciples.
Through presentations and discussion groups we will consider how Christology is first and foremost “showing who
Christ is,” and we will reflect on what it means to practice Christology today. Cost is $60.00 (includes light
breakfast, lunch, and 0.6 CEUs).
Saturday, March 24, 2018: Science, Theology, and the Church Today – Ministry with Youth & Young Adults
Presenter:
Dr. Russell Haitch, Professor of Christian Education, Bethany Theological Seminary
Location and Time:
Elizabethtown College, Susquehanna Room, 9 AM –4 PM
A major challenge for Christian thinking is bringing together the world of science and the world of God’s Spirit. By
focusing mainly on ministry with youth and young adults—the church of the future, which is also the church today—
this seminar offers information and insights into key areas of science and theology, including topics such as these:
 what neuroscience is telling us about adolescent brain development and what it means for parenting and
pastoring
 evolution, the anthropic principle, biblical creation and how to help young people form a coherent
understanding of human origins
 what social science is really saying about the “nones” and why churches have been getting the wrong message
 the challenge of rising atheism and scientism and how Christians can respond in word and deed
 the proliferation of social media technology and how it can help or hinder young people longing for community
that goes deeper than connectivity.
Cost is $60.00 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.6 CEUs).

Registration Forms are available at: http://www.etown.edu/programs/svmc/continuing-education,
or by contacting Karen Hodges at 717-361-1450, svmc@etown.edu

AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST – September 2017

ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830
BEACHLEY, RONALD D. – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 152928-0723 – 814-479-4802
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. -110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal)
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758
YOUNG, FRANK P. – PO Box 251, Jerome, 15937 – 814-418-5930
LICENSED
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
HORNER, TAMMY - 124 Whysong Lane, Johnstown, 15906 – 814-244-0958
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594

Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! Form B that
comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact information
about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the treasurer, a
deacon contact, and a number of other contacts has been sent to your
congregations and contacts. Please be sure to review the material provided
on Form B and make updates as they are needed. Complete addresses
and phone numbers are appreciated, as well as email addresses, if they
are available.
In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2016/2017 had been sent from the COB Stewardship
Office and was due by December 1, 2016. If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361. A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless
reporting.
The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of August 20. ALL of these informational
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and
they provide a copy for the District Office. If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181. Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.
Thanks!

Church
Code
37-010
37-015
37-020
37-030
37-050
37-060
37-068
37-070
37-080
37-090
37-100
37-110
37-130
37-140
37-150
37-160
37-170
37-190
37-195
37-200
37-210
37-220
37-230
37-240
37-250
37-310
37-320
37-340
37-350
37-360
37-380
37-390
37-400
37-410

Church Name
Arbutus
Beachdale
Bear Run
Berkey
Bethel 
Brothersvalley
Canaan
Center
Center Hill
Conemaugh
Connellsville 
County Line
Elbethel 
Erie Community United
Fairchance
Fair View
Farmington Bethel
Geiger
Good Samaritan
Greensburg
Greenville
Hooversville
Hostetler
Hyndman
Indiana
Ligonier First
Locust Grove
Maple Glen
Maple Grove
Maple Spring
Meyersdale
Middlecreek
Monroeville
Montgomery

Form A

Form B
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Church
Code
37-260
37-420
37-430
37-270
37-440
37-450
37-460
37-470
37-475
37-480
37-500
37-505
37-508
37-510
37-520
37-530
37-280
37-540
37-550
37-560
37-570
37-580
37-590
37-620
37-630
37-635
37-640
37-290
37-645
37-300
37-650
37-660

Church Name
Morrellville
Mount Joy
Mount Pleasant
Moxham
Nanty Glo
Natrona Heights
Oakdale
Penn Run
Pike Run
Pleasant Hill
Plumcreek 
Purchase Line
Rayman
Robinson
Rockton
Rockwood
Roxbury 
Rummel
Salisbury
Scalp Level
Shade Creek/Ridge
Sipesville
Somerset
Ten Mile
Tire Hill 
Union Chapel
Uniontown
Walnut Grove
Way of Hope
Westmont
Windber
Wooddale

Form A
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2017 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

SEPTEMBER 2017
4
- LABOR DAY
7
- Key Ladies Luncheon, BHCW
9
- ACTS Class, District Office
14
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
15-16 - DWM Retreat, Camp Harmony
18
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
23
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
23
- HARMONY FESTIVAL at Camp Harmony
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

OCTOBER 2017
1
- WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
5
- District Women’s Fall Rally, Pettikoffer House
7
- ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB
21
- District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
23
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
28
- ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB
30
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2017
2
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m.
4
- TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
5
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
11
- ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
23
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
26
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

DECEMBER 2017
3
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9
- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come
10
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
?
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

PLEASE NOTE
Dates will be added or
changed as needed. If your
District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!

