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STAFF: 

William W. Wenger 

Carole J. Horner 

Abby R. Shaffer 

Tina S. Lehman 

 

CONTACT: 

115 Spring Rd. 

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-7058           

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.westernpacob.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday ~ Friday 

8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm 

 

 

Please send all 
Highlights information 
to the District Office by 

the 10th. 

 

               The ABC’s of Church Life and Growth 
        
 Some of the Church Growth literature written for church leaders 
speaks of how congregations can get trapped in looking at everything in 
the life of their church in terms of the “the 3B’s,” that is “Bodies, Budgets, 
and Buildings.”   
 In other words, they concern themselves mostly with:  Bodies – 
“How many people do we have (or don’t have)?”  Budgets -“How are we 
going   to pay our bills?” and Buildings   - “What must we do to maintain 
our building”?   
 While we know that at some point these are legitimate questions, 
the point is that if “the 3B’s” are the framework from which leaders           
evaluate their congregations, spiritual vision and discernment are missing. 
There are better ways to think about and evaluate congregational life and 
mission.  
        I want to suggest some other letters of the alphabet that we might 
use to reframe our thinking as we look at where we are as congregations.  
I don’t intend them to be evaluative in nature but more focused upon   
spiritual uplift.  I have only chosen a few letters to work with. 
 
   A – apostolic, action, alleluia! 

   C – Christ, calling, community! 

   F – faith, forgiveness, future! 

   G – God, grace, gratitude! 

   H – healing, holiness, hope! 

   I – imagination, insight, inspiration! 

   L – love, listening, longing for God! 

   M – Messiah, missions, millions! 

   P – praise, perseverance, power! 

   R – repentance, revival, resurrection! 

   S – sin, salvation, sanctification! 

   T – Trinity, truth, transformation!  

   W – Word, wisdom, worship! 

          
 I invite you, as you might reflect upon the life of your church and its      
mission, to look beyond “the 3 B’s” and to reflect on more of the ABC’s.  
There may be a letter and word from the LORD that will encourage and 
bless. 
         “LORD, grant us the grace to see things as You do.  Amen.”         
        

       Peace to you in Christ! 
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District Office News 

November 2017  

Highlights Deadline 

October 10, 2017 

Please send all Highlights 
information to the District Office   

for this next issue.  

 

NEED YOUR HELP 
If your congregation has produced a new  

directory in 2017, please drop off or send a 
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road, 

Hollsopple, 15935.  
It is very helpful to the District Office staff  
to have updated information from all the  

churches we serve. 
Thank you! 

LEADERSHIP  
 
Licensed 
Dan Rhodes 
 
Ordained 
Abby Shaffer 
Dan Shaffer 
 
Pastors 
Charles Whipple—Part Time at Wooddale 
Charles Statler—Ended Service at Shade 
Creek/Ridge 
John Shaffer—Interim at Ligonier First 
Tammy Horner—Interim at Beachdale 
Cheryl Marszalek—Associate Pastor at Union-
town 

SYMPATHY 
 
To the family of Pastor JoAnn Dermer as her 
mother-in-law Ruth Dermer passed away on 
August 5, 2017. 
 
To the family of Pastor Elva Jean Westlake as 
her granddaughter Rebe Tarr passed away at 
the end of August. 
 
To the family of Pastor Royden Airesman as his 
mother Hazel Airesman passed away on  
September 4, 2017. 
 
To the family of Pastor James Braunns as his 
father James Braunns Sr. passed away on  
September 8, 2017. 

   NEW MEMBERS     
          

County Line Congregation 
 John Pritts 
 
Plumcreek Congregation 
 Steve Wilhoit 
 
Salisbury Congregation 
 M. Ross Glotfelty 
 Linda Glotfelty 
 Daniel Johnson 
 Shane Frazee 
 Barbara Summers 

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 
 
The 2017 District Directory is available and has 
been sent via email and postal mail. 
 
If you would like a PDF or a paper copy, please 
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or 
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.  
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AbbsTract     October 2017 
 
 My mother, Ruby, is not an emotionally  
demonstrative person.  The feelings she  
experiences are many and varied, but fourteen 
years of being a pastor have conditioned her to 
“keep it all together” until she can “let it all 
out.”  Even when we watch some touching TV 
show or movie together and I 
am moved to tears, she isn’t 
affected.  Because she’s seen 
it all in real life. 
 
 So I was a little  
surprised at my and Dan’s 
ordination service when I 
saw my Mom’s flushed, teary 
face and heard her 
“snoopsing,” which is what 
we always called that thing 
you do when you breathe in 
sharply through your nose to 
stop it from dripping.  I took 
it as an honor, as a mother’s 
pride thing, and didn’t think 
much of it.  As I knelt and 
she, along with others, place 
a hand on my shoulder to 
pray, I looked up and asked 
her to please not drip on me.  
I thought no more about it. 
 
 A few days later, as we traveled together 
to run some errands, she brought it up. Yes, 
she told me, she’d had a mixture of pride and 
humility that day.  Seeing her only child and 
son-in-law commit to lifelong Christian  
ministry was momentous.  Seeing the “great 
cloud of witnesses” who traveled and gave their 
Sunday afternoon to support us was humbling 
for her, too.  But it was an entirely different  
realization that had moved her to tears.   
So, she told me. 
 
 My grandpa, Kermit, who was born in 
1925, contracted spinal meningitis when  
he was a year-and-a-half old, and my   
great-grandparents came very close to losing 
him.  His mother, Amanda (Berkey) Jones, 
prayed and wept and prayed, as any God-
fearing mother would.  When he pulled through 
and survived, she believed she had received a 
miracle, and she began to say that little Kermit 
would one day serve the Lord as a pastor.  
  
 Well, Kermit grew up and fell in love – 
with my grandmother, yes, but with something 
else – heavy equipment.   

 Dump trucks and backhoes and dozers 
and tractors and you-name-it: he worked with 

it.  Digging, hauling, fixing.  For decades, it 
seemed that the pastor’s life was not for him. 

 
 His mother, Amanda, passed away in 

1963, so she didn’t get to see her son begin to 
train for ministry in the 1970s.  She didn’t get 

to see him preach his first 
sermon, receive his  

ordination, lead his first  
congregation.  She didn’t see 

him in his plain, collarless 
Brethren suit, heading to the 

hospital to visit with  
parishioners.  She didn’t see 
him travelling, his wife at his 

side, to preach revival  
services around the district. 

 
 She wasn’t  

there when Kermit’s  
eldest daughter, Karen, was  

commissioned as a lay  
speaker in the County Line 

Church.  She missed both the 
licensing and ordination  

services for his third  
daughter, Ruby, in the  

Rummel Church.  And on 
September 10, 2017, she was absent from my 

own ordination  
ceremony. 

 
 To my knowledge, Amanda Jones never 

gave up her prayers and faith in what she knew 
to be forthcoming.  Despite what she could see, 
she carried a promise from the Lord deep in her 
heart, and by God’s abundant grace, I continue 

to walk in it today.  Through her prayers and 
the prayers of many others, God has called 

three generations of her family into set-apart 
ministry.  Doesn’t it say in Ephesians 3 that God 
will do immeasurably more than we could ever 

ask or imagine? 
 

     Friends, don’t EVER give up.   
 

 If God has planted a dream in your 
heart, if God has made a personal promise to 
you, if you have received assurance from Him 
about something in the future – hold on to it!   

You may never get to *see* that dream  
become a reality, but that doesn’t even matter.   

The God who promised is faithful,  
and He will see it through.  Amen?  

   
                          Romans 4,      :) Abby 
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Please be in prayer for:  
 

 
District  

Conference 

Local Church/District News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B-D-M 

Needs Your Help! 
 

Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.  
If  you are interested in being a part of future 
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for 

more information at 814-539-8530  
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net  

 
Other than the day trips to New Windsor all  

weeklong trips will be announced as the  
information becomes available. 

 
2017 Schedule  

   
THANK YOU  

 Day Trips 
 
Thursday, October 12 
Tuesday, October 24 
 
Thursday, Dec. 7 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 

Week  Trips                                      
                                              

October 1 - 7                   
South Carolina       
with (open) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connellsville COB  
will be hosting its annual  
Saturday Nite Live variety show  
November 4, 2017 at 6:30 pm. 
 
Come and enjoy an evening of fun, friends, and 
food. No admission charge but parking is  
limited. 
 
Please contact Dottie Davis at 724-628-5508 by 
October 10, 2017 to be added to the program. 

 
Calendar of Events 2017: 
 
 
October 5  Brethren Home Day 
 

Mark your calendars,  

Pastor Appreciation Sunday is October 8, 2017 

mailto:hjewald@atlanticbb.net
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If you haven’t picked up at copy  
of Our Stories, they will be  

available at District Conference. 

Make checks payable to Western PA District with 
“Book Order” in the memo line. Thanks! 

 
Events at the Penn Run  

Christian Outreach Center  
(located directly across the street from the  

Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  
 
 

*Pasta Buffet - Saturday, October 7, 2017  
from 4 pm - 7 pm 

 
*Quilt Retreats - 8 am to 8 pm 

October 13, 2017 and October 14, 2017 
 

*Call Pastor Jeff at the church office at                
724-463-0420 for more information. 

 
Scrapbook and Card Making Retreat 

October 21, 2017 - 8 am to 8 pm 
Call Julie at 724-840-2704 for more information. 

 
Annual Home & Craft Show 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Many vendors and home party consultants will 
be there as well as a silent auction, a pie  

auction and lots of good food! 

Local Church/District News 

151st Annual  
Western PA District Conference 
 
October 21, 2017—9:00 am 
 
Camp Harmony 
1414 Plank Road, Hooversville 
 
All registrations are due by             
October 13, 2017 in order to give 
Camp a proper count. 
 
Displays: Groups that would like to have  
displays in the exhibit area will be sent  
registration forms in mid-July. Please be sure  
to send the completed form back as soon as  
possible so a table can be set up for you. 
 
If you have any questions, please call the  
District Office. 
 
We hope to see all the congregations represented 
this year. There is a lot going on in the District and 
the Church of the Brethren, it’s so important for 
everyone to be informed so we can all “Continue 
the Work of Jesus. Peacefully. Simply. Together.” 
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

National Youth Conference 

July 21-26, 2018 

Colorado State University   

Fort Collins, Colorado                        

 
For youth who have completed 9th grade through  
1 year of college (or the age equivalent) 

Registration opens Thursday, January 18th, 2018 
at 6 pm central time. 

The registration fee is $500. A non-refundable    
deposit of $250 must be paid at the time of                   
registration. The balance is due by April 30th, 
2018. Youth will receive a drawstring bag, with the 
logo on it, if they register by 1/21/2018 at midnight. 
The theme is "Bound Together, Clothed in Christ" 
based on Colossians 3:12-15.  

If you are 22 years of age or older, the NYC Team 
is looking for volunteers. Applications can be 
found at http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/.            
Applications are due November 9, 2017. 

Emilie Deffenbaugh from the Somerset COB is 
a member of the National Youth Cabinet, if you 
have any questions about the event please    
contact her at deffn75h@ricklandrams.net 

 

The Journey to NYC 2018... 

The Western PA District is planning an epic            
motor-coach tour out to NYC and back.  Our NYC 
Travel Team (Brian, Krista, Dan and Abby) is     
working with Schrock Travel on the itinerary for next 
year, and we are pumped to see this journey take 
shape! 

We are hoping to include some old favorites on the 
2018 tour, like time at Sioux Falls, Wind Cave        
National Park, Wall Drug, The Badlands,                
Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial, and Custer in 
South Dakota; a trip to the summit at Pike’s Peak in 
Colorado; a day at a working cattle ranch in         
Wyoming; and The Great Platte River Road Archway 
in Nebraska.  
 
Who knows what brand-new adventures 
await us in 2018? 

In 2014, National Youth Conference was $450 and 
our bus tour was $1,150 for a total  of $1,600  per 
person.  This included all lodging, food,                         
transportation, fees, admissions, taxes and gratuities 
for two weeks.  Four years later, we expect costs to 
be higher, so plan on saving up at least that much 
per person.  It looks like a lot of money, but it’s   
really quite reasonable for an experience like this! 

Please talk with your youth about NYC soon!  

If you haven’t already done so, please talk with your 
eligible youth and their parents about this wonderful 
trip.  So many teenagers and advisers have                         
benefited from this adventure in the past – we’d love 
to have your group join with us to see the sights and 
make new friends while growing closer to the 
LORD!  

The trip out and back will likely run from July 16-29, 
2018 and include professional transportation with 
Schrock Travel, nice hotel accommodations, all 
meals, all admissions, all fees, all taxes, all            
gratuities, and three district advisers.  

For 2018, we are estimating a cost of $1,400. per 
person.  (NYC is a separate cost of $500.) 

If you are interested in coming with us, please 
contact Abby Shaffer as soon as possible at 
the Western PA District Office –
 wpadistrictyouth@gmail.com                             
 or 814-479-2181.   
 

A commitment deposit of $100 per person will 
be due by December 1, 2017. 

http://www.brethren.org
mailto:wpadistrictyouth@gmail.com
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Hurricane Harvey 

Before Hurricane Harvey made landfall on      
August 25 near Corpus Christi, Texas, teams    
of trained and certified Children’s Disaster     
Services (CDS) volunteers were activated and 
ready to travel, eager to provide a safe and     
secure place for children in shelters immediately 
after the storm arrived. By early September, 
about 30 volunteers had already cared for over 
300 children in Texas. CDS childcare centers 
offered the opportunity for children to play, rest, 
laugh, cry and process their experiences. One 
little girl, pouring rice into a bucket, remarked 
that it felt like rain and then said, "the storm 
broke our roof." As many families began moving 
out of shelters, the last CDS team was expected 
to leave Texas by mid-September. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries staff have had     
continuing contact with Church of the Brethren 
staff and volunteers in the districts affected by 
Harvey as well as established partners and 
both National Voluntary Organizations Active 
in Disaster and the local VOADS in Texas and 
Louisiana to monitor the situation on the ground 
and learn about both short and long-term needs. 

As flood waters recede, BDM is actively looking for partners in Texas and Louisiana to identify ways to 
have BDM volunteers support clean up and rebuilding efforts in the future. By supporting Hurricane Harvey 
recovery, you will be partnering with the Church of the Brethren to help the most vulnerable of hurricane 
survivors. 
 

Hurricane Irma 

Brethren Disaster Ministries began monitoring the track of Hurricane Irma as it moved across the Atlantic 
and the Caribbean, concerned about the destruction it would cause. 

BDM has reached out to Brethren churches in the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Puerto Rico to learn how 
they were affected by the storm and to begin planning how we can partner with them in their recovery.     
Initial reports are that these areas were not as badly affected as other areas of their countries but BDM will 
continue to assess needs and plan a response. 

As one of most powerful Atlantic Ocean hurricanes ever recorded, Hurricane Irma’s path and strength      
toward the U.S. mainland constantly adjusted. Millions of people in the United States, including almost a 
third of the population of Florida, were under recommended or mandatory evacuations. Red Cross was     
prepared for a possible Florida shelter population of up to 120,000. 

 

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma                                                                                 

Photo by Patty Henry                                                       
Rice play with children following Hurricane Harvey. 

http://www.brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/cds/
http://www.brethren.org/cds/
https://www.nvoad.org/
https://www.nvoad.org/
https://secure2.convio.net/cob/site/Donation2?df_id=4140&4140.donation=form1
https://secure2.convio.net/cob/site/Donation2?df_id=4140&4140.donation=form1
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Children’s Disaster Services, working with the Red Cross, prepositioned 3 teams in evacuation centers. 
The teams report intense and busy hours as the storm raged over them. They all came through the         
experience without damage to their shelters. Monday (September 11) will be focused on evaluating the   
situation and finding out more information. By September 12 or 13 CDS expects to start deploying many 
more volunteers. 
Over the next few days BDM will be working with impacted districts in the U.S., especially the Atlantic 
Southeast District of the Church of the Brethren, to evaluate the impact of Hurricane Irma on our church 
communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Hurricane Irma response fund has been created to enable BDM to provide support to survivors in the  
areas affected by Hurricane Irma. BDM will work in conjunction with partners and churches in the affected 
areas to help the most vulnerable in those communities to recover from this overwhelming storm. 
 

Ways to Help 
 

- Send a donation to Emergency Disaster Fund, Hurricane Harvey Response, Church of the Brethren,     

   1451 Dundee Avenue. Elgin, IL 60120 
- Build “Gift of the Heart Kits” – Clean up buckets are urgently needed 

- Pray for all those impacted and those who are serving them                                                                                   

- Plan a fundraiser                                                                                                                                                        

- Register for the waiting list to volunteer https://www.nvoad.org/current-disasters/werespond/ 

Please note, if you want to respond in another way, you will have more impact if you check with the local 
experts and take time to focus on what is most needed. Overwhelming a disaster area with unsolicited and 
often unsuitable items can create secondary disasters. Cash donations are always preferred over material 
donations as they give organizations the flexibility and resources needed to be the most effective. 

It is not recommended to self-deploy to the affected areas to help with clean up and recovery. Unsolicited 
volunteers can become a huge burden on the people and resources after a larger scale disaster and in 
most cases, such volunteers will be turned away by local law enforcement. BDM will be actively looking for 
partners in areas affected by the storms. 

You can also contact National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (National VOAD) which is 
taking names of people interested in volunteering. Your information will be shared with organizations when 
they begin accepting volunteer (see link above). 

Hurricanes Harvey and Irma                                                                                    

Photo by Patty Henry                                                      
Evacuation center art wall 

http://www.brethren.org
https://secure2.convio.net/cob/site/Donation2?df_id=4161&4161.donation=form1
hhttp://cwskits.org/
https://www.nvoad.org/current-disasters/werespond/
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Global Mission Updates 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Yemen 

Pray for the millions of Yemenis affected by an ongoing civil war, funded and fueled by 
countries from throughout the world. According to UN reports, more than 10,000       
civilians have been killed since the conflict began in 2015. Three million Yemenis have 
been displaced from their homes, and 17 million of Yemen's 26 million people lack     
sufficient food. Aid groups call the situation a humanitarian disaster, especially as a 
cholera epidemic has killed 2,000 people, with death tolls still rising. The Saudi-led    
coalition, which is armed by the United States, has been accused of blocking the        
delivery of aid and of failing to protect citizens from the destruction of its air strikes. 
Pray for peace. Pray for relief. Pray for an end to the global war machine. 

Myanmar 

Pray for the Rohingya people, a largely Muslim minority group who have long been    
persecuted and denied citizenship in their home country. They have been victim to 
massacres and village burnings at the hand of the government’s military as well as 
Buddhist vigilante groups. Violence has intensified in recent weeks after Rohingya      
insurgents attacked security forces. The military has responded with a deadly        
crackdown, reportedly killing hundreds of civilians as they tried to flee. The United     
Nations reports that at least 123,000 Rohingya have fled Myanmar since late last 
month, with as many as 15,000 refugees crossing into Bangladesh each day. Hundreds 
have died on the journey, and overcrowded, squalid camps await them.  

Dominican Republic 

Pray for a week of service outreach by leaders from Iglesia de los Hermanos (the 
Church of the Brethren in the Dominican Republic), together with a group of six        
volunteers from Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the Brethren. The group will serve at one of 
the congregations in Los Cerros de Chalona, a rural area outside of San Juan. Activities 
include programs for children, youth, and the elderly; a marriage workshop; and visits 
throughout the community. Pray for blessing and enrichment for all involved. 

South Sudan 

Pray for Global Mission worker Athanasus Ungang, who has returned to the Brethren 
Peace Center in Torit, following home leave in the United States. Pray for health and 
safety as he continues to meet human need and serve as a witness for peace in a coun-
try still rife with armed conflict. Pray for the millions of South Sudanese victimized by 
violence and severe hunger. Pray for peace to break through 

http://www.brethren.org
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Global Mission Updates 
Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Nigeria 

Pray for health and safety for participants in the rebuilding 
workcamp of Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria). EYN members, together with three United 
States Brethren volunteers, are working on church and medical 
clinic buildings in northeast Nigeria. The Global Mission and Ser-
vice office is looking for     volunteers to serve at a rebuilding 
workcamp in January. Workcamps provide the chance to get to 
know Nigerian sisters and brothers while working alongside 
them to further the rebuilding effort.                                                                                       
Praise God for the recent baptism of 36 "Chibok girls," young 
women who were abducted from their school in Chibok in 2014. 
These young women have been released from Boko Haram cap-
tivity in the past year and join 10 other Chibok abductees who 
have been baptized by Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). EYN pastor Paul Abraham 
Chandumi conducted the baptism service in Abuja, at the cen-
ter where the young women are still under Nigerian govern-
ment security. Two of the young women's children also were 
dedicated during the service.  

Bangladesh, India, Nepal 

While the hurricane disasters absorb our news coverage, may we also extend our 
hearts and prayers to the millions of people affected by weeks of severe flooding in 
south Asia. More than 1,200 people have died in the storms, and the death toll is ex-
pected to rise due to disease and food insecurity. The United Nations estimates that 
more than 41 million people are affected with loss of home, possessions, and liveli-
hood. One third of Bangladesh is reportedly under water. Pray for an easing to the 
flooding. Pray for comfort and healing. Pray for survival and recovery. Pray for gener-
osity and wisdom. 

Germany 

Pray for this week's retreat of Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) volunteers who are 
serving in Europe. BVS volunteers serve in various countries including Northern Ire-
land, Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Germany, with organizations working for peace 
and reconciliation and serving vulnerable populations such as people with disabilities. 
As the volunteers and BVS Europe coordinator Kristin Flory gather in Berlin, pray for a 
time of reflection and restoration so they may be energized to continue their service 

Baptism service for 36 young 
women from Chibok on Sunday, 
August 27. Photo courtesy of 
Markus Gamache.  

http://www.brethren.org
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Global Mission Updates 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Haiti 

Give thanks for Global Mission worker Ilexene       
Alphonse and for his more than six years of         
dedicated service to Eglise des Freres d’Haiti, the 
Church of the Brethren in Haiti. Working together 
with his wife, Michaela, Ilexene has taken           
leadership with almost all facets of the church’s 
work, from disaster relief to church development, 
and has mostly recently served as interim general 
secretary. Ilexene will soon end his full-time service 
with the Haitian church to serve as interim pastor of 
Eglise des Freres Haitiens in Miami, Fla. Pray for 
blessings on Ilexene and Michaela as they adjust to 
their new lives and pastoral roles in Miami. Pray for 
Eglise des Freres d’Haiti as it adjusts during this 
time of transition. Pray for wisdom and energy for 
new leaders as they are called to serve the church. 
May God bless the Haitian church with strength to 
continue serving God and neighbor. 

North America 

Lift into God's care and comfort all those whose lives have been torn apart by recent 
natural disasters. 

Hurricanes                                                                                                                                
Pray for everyone affected by the string of hurricanes in the southern United States and 
the Caribbean. In addition to Texas and Florida, remember people in places like       
Barbuda and Saint Martin, Caribbean islands that had up to 95 percent of all buildings 
destroyed. In Saint Martin, shortages of food, water, and other supplies along with a 
lack of electricity and phone communication has led to widespread looting and            
insecurity. 

Wildfires                                                                                                                      
The National Interagency Fire Center reports 123 large wildland fires burning across the 
United States, resulting in approximately two million acres currently on fire across     
western states. Pray for people dealing with displacement, loss of property, and health 
concerns from smoke-filled air. Pray for the more than 25,000 responders risking their 
lives to contain the fires. 

Earthquake                                                                                                                        
The death toll has risen to 90 from the strongest earthquake to hit Mexico in a century. 
The states of Oaxaca and Chiapas were the hardest hit. Aftershocks continue to cause 
damage, and medical supplies are scarce. Pray for the hundreds of people who are     
injured and those who are mourning the deaths of family and friends. Pray for hope and 
encouragement, as well as physical relief, where homes and entire towns have been    
destroyed. 

Ilexene and Michaela Alphonse at the 
Church of the Brethren Ministry Center in 
Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti. The Alphonses 
are departing Haiti to serve as ministers 

with Brethren churches in Miami. Photo by 
Kendra Harbeck. 

http://www.brethren.org


 AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST – October 2017 
 
 

ORDAINED 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067 
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830 
BEACHLEY, RONALD D. – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 152928-0723 – 814-479-4802 
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058 
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758 
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386 
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489 
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262 
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262 
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206 
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431 
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431 
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734 
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088 
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332 
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073 
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073 
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422 
RUMMEL, DALE E.  - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal) 
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786   New Day – 814 535-8202 
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181 
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491 
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226 
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158 
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260 
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260 
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901 
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758 
YOUNG, FRANK P.  – PO Box 251, Jerome, 15937 – 814-418-5930 
 

LICENSED 
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722 
HORNER, TAMMY - 124 Whysong Lane, Johnstown, 15906 – 814-244-0958 
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753 
 

LAY SPEAKER 
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594 



Greetings to All in the Name of our Savior, 

 

 

  The Outreach & Service Team of the District Leadership Team would like to take just a 

moment to share with you all some of our thoughts.  Over the past year the O&S Team has been 

praying for and discussing ways in which we as a team may be of greater assistance to the 

churches of our district.  This began with the taking to heart of our purpose(s) and mission(s) as 

Christian believers and as your servants on the team.  One of the tasks with which our team is 

charged is to, “Direct the development of new congregations, the growth of existing ones, and 

the receiving of unrelated congregations.”  This, along with five other areas of concern, brings to 

mind a great charge with which we are to keep.  We want to simply say to the churches of our 

district, “Let’s do this!”   

 If you will kindly take a moment to read further, we would like to outline how we as a 

team in partnering with our District Executive, Bill Wenger, may be of help to you and your 

congregation.  Let’s first be honest.  Our district is struggling in many ways to maintain its 

congregations and to continue to grow in ways that further God’s Kingdom.  We would like to 

help!  The O&S Team has put together materials and information that we want to share with you 

and your congregation.  Drawing upon our collective experiences, study, research and training, 

we have come together to be able to offer a means by which your congregation may begin to find 

renewal, vision, growth and a clearer sense of God’s calling as you look to further His Kingdom 

in your community. 

 We are offering to come to your congregation and begin to talk with your pastor, board, 

or overall congregation on the subjects of Godly visioning and growth.  This may be done in a 

number of ways and we would suggest the following: 

 

1.  An initial session to review and outline the full purpose of our gathering together. 

a. As members of the O & S Team, we would facilitate discussion on: 

-What keeps you coming to this church? 

-What’s the best thing that happens here? 

-What makes you want to be here? 

-What would you like to say about the church that you can’t now? 

-What would your church look like if that were to happen? 

-What would you like to say about your church two years from now? 

-Discuss “First Things First” where gifts are beginning to be discerned 

w/homework for the next session 

 

2. At a second session we may then look into the results of the first session and discuss 

an application of this information. 

a. Let’s begin to make it work by: 

-Discuss the notion of accomplishing goals through His guidance and will. 

-Discuss the “Growth Mindset” 

-Discuss “Seven Conversations Every Church Must Have” 

-Discuss “Gift Based and Passion Driven” 

 

3. At a third session, we will begin to assist you in setting 1 to 3 specific outreach goals 

and ways in which you can begin to meet them. 



PLEASE NOTE HERE that this plan is not one that is in any way set specifically ahead 

of time.  Some congregations may want to take a whole day, such as a Saturday, and cover the 

bulk of this material in one setting.  Others may choose to extend this over a short weekend or 

divide the time in dialogue over a number of sessions.  We want you to know that we will do 

what works best for your own congregational schedules. 

 

ALSO, please note that we will be wanting to walk along side of your congregation and 

your pastor throughout this process and will make ourselves available to you as best as we can.  

We will not be meeting with you initially and leaving you to carry on this journey alone.  We 

want you to know that we are here for you and believe that God will do great things through our 

congregations when He has begun to do great things in our congregations. 

 

ONE FINAL THOUGHT that we want you to know is that in addition to this article in 

the District Highlights, we hope to be meeting with the pastoral sub-districts, and we will be 

having a table at our District Conference in October, all of which to offer further information on 

this calling and to answer any questions that you may have as well as how to begin to contact us.  

Please pray for us as a team and pray with us for your congregation as we seek to do Kingdom 

Work. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Marsha Smith, Dale Leverknight, or Lee Smith from the 

Outreach and Service Team. 

 

Blessings, 

 

The Outreach and Service Team  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 28, 2017 
8am-2pm 
Sponsored by: 

Uniontown Church of the Brethren 
20 Robinson St. Uniontown 

Eat-in or Take-out 

Adult - $8.00 
Children (3-10yrs) - $4.00 

Additional cost for extra sausage. 

Phone: 724-438-8372 
 



Sisters In Christ  

4th Annual APPLE DUMPLING SALE 

October 29, 2017    12:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

Maple Spring Church of the Brethren 

106 Spring Road, Hollsopple 

 

Eat In or Take Out: $4.00  

Individually packaged & they freeze well! 

Take some home for family and friends! 

 

All orders must be pre-paid, pre-order yours today! 

Call the church office at 814-479-7062 

Make checks payable to Sisters in Christ  

and send to Maple Spring Church of the Brethren  

106 Spring Road 

Hollsopple, PA 15935 

Walk-ins welcome on a first-come first-served basis. 



    

brethren home 

 

community windber 

 

October 2107 

 

 

OCTOBER IS HARVEST HOME MONTH:  Information concerning Harvest Home was 
mailed to each congregation and published in the September Highlights. As a reminder, 
a copy of the Harvest Home wish list is printed on the back of this sheet.  Questions 
about possible projects or drop off times should be directed to Susan Haluska or Pam 
Harkcom at 814.467.5505.  Thanks in advance for your support. 
 
AUXILIARY PURCHASES:  The Home Auxiliary met on August 3 in the Home Chapel, 
and approved the following purchases to benefit our residents:  
Lithium Tree Trimmer for maintenance:               $139 
Slings for Restorative:  Loop slings:  4 @ $127              $508 
       Clip slings:    2@$134              $268 
                                     XL Clip slings:  2 @139                       $278 
Computer update for the main office computer:                         $90 
Pulse Oximeter for nursing:                 $84 
Blood pressure cuffs for nursing:  6@$15     $90 

                                                                     TOTAL:   $1,457   
As always, we thank the Auxiliary member for their efforts on behalf of the Home. 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD:  The summer Memorial Service was held in the Home 
Chapel on August 7.  Once again our volunteer choir, pianist Arbutus Blough, 
administrator Bob Thompson, and Chaplain Cecil Lohr presented a meaningful and 
moving program that was well received by our residents’ families. 
   
2017 SHOE PROJECT:  When the Home Auxiliary 
began collecting gently worn shoes in March, our 
goal was 2,500 pairs of shoes. By the time the 
funds2orgs truck arrived on August 31, 4,775 pairs 
of shoes were ready for shipment. This is one of 
our largest collections!  Thanks to everyone who 
was able to participate.  With the delays caused by 
the Labor Day holiday and hurricane Irma, we did 
not receive our check in time to share the profit 
total in the Highlights, but will pass that information 
on as soon as possible.  Volunteers Samuel and 
Micah Plummer joined members of the Home staff to pack and load the shipment. 
 SS 
 



 

 

 Church of the Brethren Home 

   2017 Harvest Home Project 
Thank you for your support! 

 

                               

These everyday items are used year round at the Home and might be collected by a congregation as 

a donation to the annual Harvest Home project.  To make arrangements to deliver donations to the 

Home, please call Pam Harkcom at (814) 361-6459

 

 

NURSING 

 
 

White out  

Notebooks 

Clear notebook sleeves 

      8½ x 11 

Post-It notes 

Hair spray 
Deodorant 

Skin lotion 

Emery boards 

Band-Aids 

Denture cleaner and adhesive 

Shampoo  

Toothpaste 

Tissues 

Binders 

Scotch tape 

Pens 

Pencils 

Hair Brushes 

10 X 14 Manila Envelopes 

Denture Cups 
 

 

 

 

MAINTENANCE 

 

Batteries (AAA, AA, C, D, 9V) 

Black Electrical Tape 

Steel Drill Bits 

Paint Rollers 

Teflon Tape 

 

 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Black thread (40 or 50) 

White thread (40 or 50) 

White sew-on Velcro tape ¾” 

Navy blue thread (40 or 50) 

Sewing machine needles #14 

Rubber bands 

Paper clips – large or small 

Hi-lighters (any color) 

Black permanent markers 

Sharpie Markers 

Sympathy cards 
 

 

GENERAL SERVICES 
 

Dresser scarves 

Knotted comforters 6’ x 8’ 

Paper towels 

Bathroom tissue 

Dial bar soap 

Murphy’s Oil Soap 

Brillo pads 

Terry dish towels 

 

 

DIETARY 
 

Sugar 

Salt 

Pepper 

Pasta 

Oatmeal 

Potatoes 

Peanut Butter 

Fruits or Vegetables, 

            in #10 cans  

      
 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Aleene’s tacky glue 

Construction paper 

Poster board colored or white 

 (12 x 18 or 12 x 9) 

Scissors 

New greeting cards 

Yarn 

Felt 

Polyester fiberfill 

Postage stamps 

9 ounce plastic cups 

Plastic bowls 

3 ounce Dixie cups 

Paper plates 

Tissue paper (all colors) 

CDs & DVDs 

White tablet paper 

Cotton fabric 

Plastic forks and spoons 

Diet soda (cans and liter 

bottles) 

Masking tape 

Scotch tape 

Magic markers 

Craft paint brushes 

Sandpaper 

Paper streamers 

Acrylic craft paint 

Wrapping paper and bags 

Individual snack packs 

Lunch bags (white or brown) 

Paper glue sticks 

Colored Pencils 





  Please use a separate form for each individual registering 
 

General Information 

Name:_____________________________________________ Grade:__________ Male___ Female___ 
Street Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:_____________________________________________ Birthdate: _____/_____/_____ 
Phone:___________________________________ Phone:____________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Church Attending:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Emergency Information 

Health Concerns:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Allergies (food, etc.):__________________________________________________________________ 
Other:______________________________________________________________________________ 
Medications:________________________________________________________________________ 
Restrictions:_________________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact #1:________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Phone #1:_________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact #2:________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Phone #2:_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment Options 

Cash_____ Check______ 
MasterCard_____ Visa_____ Discover_____  Exp. Date_______________ Security Code__________ 
Card #______________________________________________________________________________ 
Card Holder Signature_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Release Information 
 In signing this application, I grant permission for my child to attend Camp Harmony and for Camp Harmony to use images (photo, video, etc.) of my child 
and members of my family in camp publicity (print ads, internet, etc.).  I waive the right to inspect or approve photos for such purpose. 
 I understand that Challenge Course / Climbing & Repelling / High & Low Ropes / Adventure Based activities are, by their nature, physically and emotionally 
demanding, and that participating in the challenge course program may involve risks such as walking, bending, twisting, pulling, lifting, running, jumping, climbing, 
swinging, increased heart or breath rates and/or physical contact with others.  
I understand that although Camp Harmony staff will make every reasonable effort to minimize exposure to known risks, not all dangers and hazards can be foreseen 
(i.e. cuts, bruises, scrapes, fractures, dislocations, fatalities, etc.). I am aware that certain risks and dangers exist in the activities that are beyond the control of 
Outdoor Ministry employees.  
 I understand that I have the right and the responsibility to limit my participation in any activity that I believe will compromise my safety, and agree to 
notify a Camp Harmony employee if I have safety concerns. Camp Harmony practices the “Choose Your Challenge” philosophy. This means, if I choose to physically 
participate in any of the activities, I voluntarily assume all risks associated with such participation.  
 I understand that Camp Harmony staff has the right to deny my participation and that it is my responsibility as a participant to follow the instructions, 
guidelines and procedures established by the Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s). If, at any time, I do not understand or have not heard specific instructions given by the 
Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s), I realize that it is my responsibility to ask for clarification and/or assistance before any participation.  
 In consideration of Camp Harmony allowing me to participate in these activities, I hereby release, discharge, waive, disclaim, and relinquish all claims, 
actions, or causes of action for personal injury, wrongful death, or property damage against Camp Harmony arising as a result of my participation in these activities, 
my use of Camp Harmony equipment, or any activities incidental to the activity. I also agree to defend and indemnify Camp Harmony and hold it harmless for any 
personal injury, death, or property damage arising from my conduct. 

 

Participant       Parent/Guardian   
Printed Name:_______________________________ Printed Name:___________________________ 
Signature:__________________________________ Signature:______________________________ 
Date:______________________________________ Date:____________ ______________________ 



 

Dear Friend of Camp Harmony: 

 

We are excited to team up with Hoss's Steak 
and Sea House to raise money for a very 
worthy cause. Please consider visiting the 

Hoss's location(s) listed below on 11/12/2017 
to aid us in raising money to benefit 

Camp Harmony. 
 

 
 
*To qualify for the 20% payout, our group must have a minimum of $300.00 in 
total pre-tax food and beverage sales. 
**To qualify for the 25% payout, our group must have a minimum of $1,200.00 in 
total pre-tax food and beverage sales. 
This applies to a one-day, single location, pre-scheduled event. The purchase of gift 
cards is not included as part of your organization’s community fundraising totals. 
 

 
DISTRIBUTING INVITATIONS ON HOSS’S PROPERTY IS STRICTLY 

PROHIBITED AND WILL DISQUALIFY OUR ORGANIZATION! 
Thank you for your cooperation! 

 

Group #75520 
 

 



Registration
Meals
Friday Night
Pizza Party

Goody Bag

On Site Shopping

Games

Make and Takes
Generous Table Space

with your favorite

Friday - 4:00 - Midnight
Saturday - 9:00am - 9:00pm

Lodging will be at Harmony Lodge

Scrapbook Stores

Crop Room will be open 

Stamping Companies
&

Door Prizes

Lots of FUN!

Saturday

Snacks and Beverages

Brunch  - 10:30am
Supper - 4:30pm

&

Please bring your own bedding and towels
Beds are full and twin size

Directions
Camp Harmony
1414 Plank Road
Hooversville, PA 15936

Friday 4:00pm - Midnight
Saturday 9:00am- 9:00pm

November 10 & 11

From Route 219
Take the PA 403 exit. Turn toward
Hollsopple. Follow 403 South for approx.
one-half mile. Merge RIGHT onto 
Route 601 South for approx. 1.2 miles. 
Turn LEFT onto Plank Road. Follow
Plank Road for 3.2 miles winding aroundPlank Road for 3.2 miles winding around
the dam to the Camp Harmony entrance
on the RIGHT.

Once on the camp property, follow the 
road up to FAITH HALL. Pull up to the 
marked doors to unload before parking
your vehicle in the lot. 

Registration Deadline 
is November 3, 2017

General
Information

No refunds will be given for 
cancellations after 11/3/17.

No refunds for no-shows

$20 fee for returned checks

camp harmony croppers

Includes



campharmony.org

All registrations must be paid 

BRING A NEW  FRIEND!

Proceeds from this Crop are donated 
to Camp Harmony for program and
facility needs. Thank you for your
continued support of this Crop!

in advance.

No registrations will be
accepted by phone

Package #1     $95
Cropping Supplies

Small desk lamp

Spill proof cup or bottle

Sweater or light jacket

Friday & Saturday with Lodging

We do our best to 
provide electric to
to all who need it.  
please bring a 

on using electric.

small extension 
cord if you plan

Friday & Saturday Local

Saturday Only

Friday Only

Package #2     $70

Package #3     $30

Package #4     $55

Pricing
W hat to

Registration

Bring

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

(Please list email for registration
confirmation and updates on vendors
and activities. We will not share itand activities. We will not share it
with anyone.)

Seat/Room me with:

Package Choice (circle one)

  1   2   3   4
 $95   $70  $30  $55

Total Enclosed: $

Make checks and Send Registration to:Make checks and Send Registration to:
Dorothy Gindlesperger
330 Miller Run Road
Hooversville, PA 15936

Register online at
campharmony.org





2017 District Events and Meetings 

 
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office 

ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you. 
 
EVENTS ARE CODED AS... 

 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS 
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print 
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS 

SUGGESTIONS FOR USE... 
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES. 
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions. 
 Keep your calendar updated. 

 

 

OCTOBER 2017 

1 - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

5 - District Women’s Fall Rally, Pettikoffer House 

7 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

21 - District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

23 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

28 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

30 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 

2 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m. 

4 - TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

5 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

9 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

11 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

18 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA 

20 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

23 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

26 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

27 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

 

DECEMBER 2017 

3 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9 - CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come 

10 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

17 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

18 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

25 - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

? - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

31 - NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PLEASE NOTE 
Dates will be added or 
changed as needed.  If your 
District group, team, or 
committee has additions or 
changes to this calendar, 
please contact the District 
Office as soon as possible.  
Your help is much 
appreciated! 
 


