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IN THIS ISSUE 

The delegates of the Western PA District gathered at the 
Somerset Church of the Brethren on October 18, 2025 on 
a lovely  autumn day for the 159th Annual District       
Conference. The Conference Moderator Amelia Derr 
chose the theme “If only all the 
hands that reach could touch” as 
the theme for this year’s District 
Conference.  
 
Conference was condensed into a 
morning business session which 
included a delicious brunch served 
by the Somerset COB. There was 
also a brief presentation by Tracy 
Rabenstein from the COB Ministry 
and Mission Board, Doug Macias 
from Bethany Theological Seminary, and Audrey                           
Hollenberg-Duffey from the Susquehanna Valley Ministry 
Center. 
 
The Licensed Ministers of the District were consecrated 
by Pastor Irvin Ernst representing the District Pastor & 
Parish Ministry Team and certificates were presented by 
Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey from SVMC, who was also 
welcomed as the new Director of SVMC.  
 
Abby Shaffer from the Rummel COB was installed as 
Moderator for 2026. Others affirmed on the slate  
include: Moderator Designate, Robert Stein 
(Uniontown); District Clerk, Ruby Mader (Rummel);          
Program & Arrangements, Dan Becker (Morrellville); 
Gifts Discernment Team, Robert Stein (Uniontown), Irvin 
Ernst (Ligonier), James Whited (Greenville), Eric Shaulis 
(Meyersdale); Camp Harmony Board, Todd Dolan, Lacey 
Yinkey, Jacob Rosenbaum; District Leadership Team:                   
Outreach &  Service Team, Vinnette Showell (Salisbury);              
Pastor & Parish Ministry Team, Rob Rummel (Way of 
Hope). 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE RECAP 
District Minister Team member Pete Kaltenbaugh shared 
an official acknowledgement of the congregations that 
have left the Western PA District in 2025. 
 
A budget of $141,308.00 for 2026 was approved. The  
total reflects a $3,720.00 increase.  
 
There were officially  90 attendees (75 delegates,             

15 Non-delegates, and District 
Leadership and Staff) and 26 
congregations were represented.  
 
A very special THANK YOU to Julie 
Stanton, Pastor Ron Barto and all 
the folks at the Somerset COB, 
Moderator Amelia Derr, District 
Minister Team—Pete Kaltenbaugh, 
Ruby Mader, and Chris Forry, the 
Program & Arrangements            
Committee, Abby & Dan Shaffer for 

their audio and visual expertise, Ruby Mader for serving 
as District Clerk, and everyone else who helped to make 
this year’s conference a success! 

 
Tina Lehman,  

District Administrative Assistant 
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The Highlights deadline for the 
December 2025/January 2026                                         

issue is  

 November 10, 2025 

Please send your information 
to  tlehman@brethren.org.  

From the District Office 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

District Minister Team                       
Pete Kaltenbaugh 
mdalepastorpete@comcast.net 

Ruby Mader      
redhatvicar@yahoo.com 

Chris Forry 
exit10dunkard@hotmail.com 

 

Financial Clerk: Amy Bowman     
wpacob@atlanticbb.net                       

District Secretary: Tina Lehman 
tlehman@brethren.org 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday** 

8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

**Closed every other Friday 

 

Financial Clerk is in 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

CONTACT US: 

115 Spring Road  

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-2181 

Website: www.westernpacob.org 

It is very helpful to the District Office 
staff to have updated information 
from all the churches we serve. If 

your congregation will be making a 
new directory for 2026 please send 

one to:  
 

Western PA District Office 
115 Spring Road,                       

Hollsopple, 15935    
 

Thank you! 

REQUEST FOR DIRECTORIES 

The 2026 District Directory will be 
available in January 2026. I am               

currently gathering updates for the 
new directory.                                                           

If you have any updates, please 
send them to me  

by December 15, 2025. 
 

Any questions, please contact me                
at tlehman@brethren.org  

or 814-479-2181. 
Thank you! 

Tina  

2026 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 

Reminder to be sure to update your 

clearances if you haven’t done it 

already. Once you receive your                     

updated info, please send a copy to 

the District Office,  

Western PA District COB                                

115 Spring Road                                                                     

Hollsopple, PA 15935 

TO ALL MINISTERS 

We can all use some good news 
now and again right?  

 Stories of serving in the community,                                  
milestone birthdays and  
anniversaries, academic  

achievements, etc.               
I look forward to sharing   

more good news  
from the District! 

tlehman@brethren.org 

CALL FOR GOOD NEWS  
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Across the district 

Meyersdale — Robert Walker, Kennady Walker,         
Amanda Reckhart, Heather Zimmerman, Kelly  
Mowry, Matthew Gyorko, Tammy Warhul 

NEW MEMBERS 

Arbutus COB Sunday Services are streamed                                         

at 9:00 am https://arbutuscob.org/                       

Freedom Church (Indiana COB) services are on Face-

book (Freedom Church Facebook page) and on YouTube 

(@FreedomChurch-cd9xj)  

Geiger COB Sunday Services are on Facebook                                  

at 10:30 am  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1709517105945633 

Hostetler COB Sunday Services are on Facebook                               

at 10:30 am                                                                                                          

https://www.facebook.com/HostetlerCOBMeyersdalePa 

Meyersdale COB Sunday Services are on  Facebook                      

at 10:30 am                                                                                                  

https://www.facebook.com/people/Meyersdale-Church-

Of-The-Brethren/100064412810727/?

eav=AfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-

ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g&ref=py_c&paipv=0  

Rummel COB You can listen to podcasts of services                    

on their church website at                                                                      

https://rummelchurch.com/sermons/ 

Salisbury COB Sunday Services are on Facebook                                  

at 10:30 am                                                                                                           

https://www.facebook.com/Salisbury-Church-of-the-

Brethren-211422968870314 

Walnut Grove COB Sunday Services are on Facebook                  

at 10:00 am                                                                                                   

https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 

The pantry is open the second Saturday of the month 
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. To become a new client the 
only credential needed is proof of your address. This can 
be any type of ID such as driver’s license or a piece of 
mail with your name and address.  
We collect donations of cat and dog food. If you have an 
open bag of food that is not needed it can be donated to 
the pantry. The volunteers repackage the food for the 
clients. These donations can be dropped off at the  
Arbutus Church of the Brethren 1201 Erickson Drive in 
Richland. The first set of doors of the church are open 
24/7.  
The pantry serves approximately 110 clients per month. 
Items placed on a free table are offered to the clients.  
Anything that fits on a table can be donated. We also 
have pet beds and climbers for cats which go quickly. In 
November the free table is offers blankets to the clients. 
Our goal is to collect 100 blankets for this year’s table. 
Feel free to call: 814-410-3151 if you have any questions 
about the pantry.  

ARBUTUS COB PET FOOD PANTRY 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7
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Across the district 
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Across the district 
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Across the district 

 
 

The Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security is hosting  
a Virtual Holiday Safety for Faith Communities Workshop  

 
Thursday, November 13, 2025.  

Morning session - 9 AM until NOON & Evening session - 6 PM to 9 PM.  
 

*This is a Virtual event on via Microsoft Teams. 
 

This event is to educate Pastors and Staff on seasonal saftey strategies  
and protecting places of worship.  

**Registration will be opening soon. 
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Serving in the District and beyond  

                          With Grateful Hearts 

  The shoe committee would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone throughout the district who has taken 
the time and effort to support our project!  On October 
9, after many months of collecting and storing shoes, a 
group of volunteers met at the Westmont church to 
meet the funds2orgs truck.  Most of us wouldn't have 
been considered young, but with a great group effort, 
we were able to load 4,225 pairs of shoes onto the truck 
in about 30 minutes.  Just a week later, we received con-
firmation from funds2orgs office in Florida that our ship-
ment earned $2,146.50.  This is our highest shipment 
total to date!    

We are thrilled to be able to support the work of the                 
El Hogar de Ninos Enmanuel, and are thankful for the                
support of the district churches and individuals who 
gather, assemble, and deliver shoes.  Special thanks to 
the Westmont church for storing the shoes, and the                    
district office staff for coordinating deliveries.  

Committee members include:                                                    
Marie Camut, 814-266-3010                                                       
April Mackell, 914-536-1589                                          
Karen Nagavathy, 814-244-6977 

EL HOGAR DE NIÑOS ENMANUEL                      
SHOE PROJECT 

Walnut Grove Food Pantry  
https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob/ 
 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank  
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/ 
 
Please consider donating food to these or any other 
groups in our area.  

FOOD PANTRIES 

The ministry is great, still alive and well 
and with your help, we will be able to 

make it even greater. With all the  
severe weather events we have had, 

the need becomes greater each passing 
day. We need you to help with this ever increasing work 
load. We have a core of dedicated volunteers who give 

of their time and participate on just about every trip that 
is scheduled. For this we are very, very thankful. We are 
looking to have a full crew of volunteers each trip, which 

would be 14 people. Think about being a volunteer, 
where else can you go for an all-expenses paid trip 

where you work hard, but eat well, have great  
fellowship, and have tons of fun!Contact your church 
coordinator to volunteer and, if your church does not 

have one, please contact me at hjewald@atlanticbb.net  
or (814) 539-8530, (C) 814-691-5718  

               
          2025 Schedule 
  December 7—13, 2025 

 
There are no New Windsor day trips scheduled, the  
program may be discontinued. Maximum of  7                         
Volunteers on each trip except if noted OPEN, then 15 
Volunteers would be needed. Locations of all week long 
trips to be announced as info is  
available. 

DISTRICT DISASTER MINISTERIES 

mailto:hjewald@atlanticbb.net
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ORDAINED 

 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Drive, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 / 412-979-0067 / sharingpearls@comcast.net 

BEACHLEY, LINDA—PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / lrbeac@atlanticbb.net 

BEACHLEY, RONALD – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / rondbeachley@gmail.com 

BROADWATER, KEVIN—475 Keystone Street, Meyersdale, 15552-6943 / 814-442-5684 / pastorbroadwater@verizon.net 

COUGHENOUR, KAITLYN— 785 Red Dog Road, Salisbury, 15558 / 814-521-4649 / shellywithattitude@gmail.com 

DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / iamameliaderr@yahoo.com 

KABLER, ERIC—126 Clermont Street, Johnstown 15904-2132 / 814-242-0920 / eric.kabler@kablerthomas.com 

LONGWELL, ERIC— 240 Plumcreek Road, Shelocta, 15774-3144 / 724-599-8690 / kb3ttx@gmail.com 

MOSORJAK, GARY – 1337 Roxbury Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-1224 / 814-659-5853 / wendel05@aol.com 

SIMONSICK, ROBERT—1131 Apple Jack Lane, Greensburg, 15601 / 814-493-1795 / bprabsimon@aol.com 

STEIN, ROBERT - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 / 724-438-2226 / crid@verizon.net 

SWICK, MICHAEL - 4127 Greenville Road, Meyersdale 15552-8518 / 814-634-8158 / preachmike101@comcast.net 

WHITED, JAMES—14 Pennsylvania Avenue, Brookville 15825 / 814-592-5714 / jrwhitedsr@gmail.com 

——————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

LICENSED 
 

 

SHAULIS, TRAVIS—608 Second Street, Meyersdale, 15552 / 814-442-8626 / tanbadaner@gmail.com 

 

Available speakers 
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Continuing education opportunities 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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NOVEMBER 2025 

6 - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, Zoom 

15 - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

 

DECEMBER 2025 

18—Christmas Dinner at Camp Harmony 

20—-Breakfast with Santa at Camp Harmony 

2025 District Events and Meetings 

If your congregation, committee, or group would like to have information listed on the District Calendar, please send it 

in to the District Office by the 10th of each month. Thanks! 
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