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Western Pennsylvania District Highlights

District Office News

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

LEADERSHIP

The 2017 District Directory is available and has
been sent via email and postal mail.

Pastors
Edwin Moore—Full Time at Uniontown
Irvin Ernst—Full Time at Hostetler
Gary Mosorjak—Resigned, Interim at
Westmont

If you would like a PDF or a paper copy, please
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

HOSPITALIZED


Please pray for Pastor Chuck Mahon who is
recovering after surgery

NEW MEMBERS

NEED YOUR HELP
If your congregation will produce a new
directory in 2018, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!

December 2017/January 2018

Windber Congregation



Highlights Deadline

Debra Burkett
Gertie Weaver

Double Issue

November 10, 2017
Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

If you are interested in becoming a pastoral
mentor in the Western PA District, please
contact the Pastor & Parish Leadership Team
or the District Office.

Please be in
prayer for:
Nations recovering
from disasters
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AbbsTract November 2017
I was halfway through my Fuji apple salad at
Panera when I saw her. She was dressed up
and hauling things. Teachery things. Two
oversized tote bags, a laptop, a thick
spiral-bound book and a stack of papers to
grade. She parked herself and her stuff at the
far end of my bench and sighed.
Almost
immediately, I heard His voice.

“You need to encourage her.”
I rolled my eyes internally and thus began the
struggle I knew I would lose. I’d enjoyed a
moment’s peace in an otherwise busy week,
and now the Lord was asking me to talk to a
stranger. I protested silently between bites of
chicken panini. Couldn’t I just finish my meal
like every other normal person?
Must
everything be about ministry? I put Him off
again.

“You just bought five packs of pens. Give her
some pens and encourage her.”
I conceded the argument, and, glancing again
at her mammoth pile of stuff, decided she
wasn’t going anywhere for a while. I finished
my food, bused my table, walked out to my car
and grabbed a pack of the best pens in the
Universe. I looked up and said, “Okay, Lord,
I’m doing this for You, so give me the right
words!” Nervously, I walked back into the
restaurant.
“Excuse me,” I said in a shaky chirp, “I couldn’t
help but see that you’re a teacher, and I just
want to encourage you!” I held out the pens.
Her face instantly became a mixture of surprise
and delight, and I thought she might start to
cry. She gushed her thanks to me, and for the
next half hour, we talked like old friends. She
was a student teacher, far from home,
overwhelmed and debating her future in
education.
The kids, the parents, her
professors, and the whole system were wearing
her down and it was only September. I shared
from my own student teaching experience, and
she was grateful to have someone to relate to.

As we talked, I felt safe enough to tell her that
I am a Christian, and her eyes lit up – she is,
too! Now we both understood that it was the
Holy Spirit who had moved in me to talk with
her. Our conversation took off, and we went
beyond the surface headaches of teaching to
discuss moral and ethical issues facing kids
today.
Finally, I thought to ask her where she was
teaching, and she told me. Incredible! Just
that afternoon, I was talking with a pastor in
our district whose church is very close to that
same school! I had given him suggestions for
how the church might better reach out to the
teachers and students there. When I told her
this, she got excited and gave me her contact
information so this pastor could have a
connection in the school.
All of this – and I wouldn’t have this story to tell
if I had said “no.” Oh, how much we miss
when we neglect or refuse to say “yes” to God!
This wasn’t hard, friends – this wasn’t God
asking me to pack up and move to Botswana.
This was a simple directive to give a two-dollar
pack of pens to a well-dressed person in an
upper-middle-class restaurant. Why did I even
question Him? Why did I resist Him at all? Do
I follow Jesus or not?
God doesn’t ask us to call ourselves Christians.
He asks us to live a life that reflects His love. A
life that honors and points to Him. He doesn’t
ask us to go to church, but to BE the church.
What a blessing I received that night! What a
boost in my faith! All because of a tiny “yes.”

The pens were an amazing bonus to her – she
had been trying to figure out how she would get
all of her work done and still make it to
Staples to buy pens before they closed.
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Local Church/District News

B-D-M
Needs Your
Help!
Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.
If you are interested in being a part of future
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for
more information at 814-539-8530
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net

Connellsville COB
will be hosting its annual
Saturday Nite Live variety show
November 4, 2017 at 6:30 pm.
Come and enjoy an evening of fun, friends, and
food. No admission charge but parking is
limited.

Other than the day trips to New Windsor all
weeklong trips will be announced as the
information becomes available.

Please contact Dottie Davis at 724-628-5508 by
October 10, 2017 to be added to the program.

2017 Schedule
THANK YOU

Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center
(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)

Day Trips
Thursday, Dec. 7
Tuesday, Dec. 19

*Pasta Buffet - Saturday, October 7, 2017
from 4 pm - 7 pm
Annual Home & Craft Show
Saturday, November 11, 2017
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Many vendors and home party consultants will
be there as well as a silent auction, a pie
auction and lots of good food!

Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner at
the Salisbury COB
Thursday, November 23, 2017
12:00 pm to 2:00 pm.
Everyone welcome. Take out available.
Call Tammy at 814-279-0787 with any
questions.

Salisbury Church of the Brethren
will present
"A Cricket County Cabin Makeover"
by Eddie McPherson on
December 17 at 7:00 pm
at the Faith Factory (across from the church).
If you would like an evening of laughs along
with a heartfelt message about Christmas,
come out and see the Hillbilly clan from Cricket
County and their city cousins. (There will be a
second showing, date will be announced)

November 2017

page 4

Western Pennsylvania District Highlights
The Journey to NYC 2018...

Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

The Western PA District is planning an epic
motor-coach tour out to NYC and back. Our NYC
Travel Team (Brian, Krista, Dan and Abby) is
working with Schrock Travel on the itinerary for next
year, and we are pumped to see this journey take
shape!
We are hoping to include some old favorites on the
2018 tour, like time at Sioux Falls, Wind Cave
National Park, Wall Drug, The Badlands,
Mt. Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial, and Custer in
South Dakota; a trip to the summit at Pike’s Peak in
Colorado; a day at a working cattle ranch in
Wyoming; and The Great Platte River Road Archway
in Nebraska.

National Youth Conference
July 21—26, 2018

Who knows what brand-new adventures
await us in 2018?

Colorado State University
Fort Collins, Colorado
For youth who have completed 9th grade through
1 year of college (or the age equivalent)
Registration opens Thursday, January 18th, 2018
at 6 pm central time.
The registration fee is $500. A non-refundable
deposit of $250 must be paid at the time of
registration. The balance is due by April 30th,
2018. Youth will receive a drawstring bag, with the
logo on it, if they register by 1/21/2018 at midnight.
The theme is "Bound Together, Clothed in Christ"
based on Colossians 3:12-15.

In 2014, National Youth Conference was $450 and
our bus tour was $1,150 for a total of $1,600 per
person. This included all lodging, food,
transportation, fees, admissions, taxes and gratuities
for two weeks. Four years later, we expect costs to
be higher, so plan on saving up at least that much
per person. It looks like a lot of money, but it’s
really quite reasonable for an experience like this!
Please talk with your youth about NYC soon!

If you haven’t already done so, please talk with your
eligible youth and their parents about this wonderful
trip. So many teenagers and advisers have
benefited from this adventure in the past – we’d love
to have your group join with us to see the sights and
make new friends while growing closer to the
LORD!
The trip out and back will likely run from July 16-29,
2018 and include professional transportation with
Schrock Travel, nice hotel accommodations, all
meals, all admissions, all fees, all taxes, all
gratuities, and three district advisers.
For 2018, we are estimating a cost of $1,400. per
person. (NYC is a separate cost of $500.)

If you are 22 years of age or older, the NYC Team
is looking for volunteers. Applications can be
found at http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/.
Applications are due November 9, 2017.
Emilie Deffenbaugh from the Somerset COB is
a member of the National Youth Cabinet, if you
have any questions about the event please
contact her at deffn75h@richlandrams.net

If you are interested in coming with us, please
contact Abby Shaffer as soon as possible at
the Western PA District Office –
wpadistrictyouth@gmail.com
or 814-479-2181.
A commitment deposit of $100 per person will
be due by December 1, 2017.
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Mark your calendars… Youth and Young Adult Events 2018
Below is a list of activities and deadlines; please distribute the information as works
best in your context. Remember to encourage participation in denominational
workcamps (registration opens on Jan. 11 at www.brethren.org/workcamps) and
age-group activities at Annual Conference!
Although 2018 represents the second year of our new background check practice,
please remember: All adults attending denominational events involving minors will be
required to go through a background check administered by the denomination. Once
you have registered for an event, we will send you a link to a form that grants your
permission for the check to be done. Thankfully, that is all that will be required of you!
If you have questions about this, be in touch.
Junior High
November 5, 2017: National Junior High Sunday.
Theme: "And who is my neighbor?" based on Luke 10:25-37.
*The next National Junior High Conference will be held June 14 16, 2019, at
Elizabethtown College.
Senior High

January 18, 2018: National Youth Conference registration opens
www.brethren.org/nyc.
February 4: Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday. www.souperbowl.org
May 6: National Youth Sunday.
Theme and worship materials will be posted online in early 2018.
July 21 26: National Youth Conference 2018 in Fort Collins, Colorado.
Young Adult
January 5: Ministry Summer Service and Youth Peace Travel Team applications due.
www.brethren.org/mss
February 1: Young Adult Conference 2018 registration opens, www.brethren.org/YAC
May 25-27: Young Adult Conference 2018 at Camp Brethren Woods (near Keezletown,
Virginia). Theme: "Teach with your life," based on 1 Timothy 4:11-16.
If I can answer questions about any of the programs above, please be in touch. Thank
you for supporting young people and their spiritual growth. May God move your
congregation in powerful ways during the upcoming months!
Becky Ullom Naugle, director
Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Church of the Brethren
bullomnaugle@brethren.org
847-429-4385
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Disaster staff to visit Puerto Rico, CDS work continues in Texas, prayer requested for
DR Congo
Brethren Disaster Ministries is organizing the Church of
the Brethren response in Puerto Rico, following
Hurricane Maria. The response will include--in the short
term--the shipping of a container of disaster relief
supplies and a visit by associate executive director Roy
Winter, tentatively scheduled for next week. In the
long-term, plans are being developed for relief and
long-term recovery programs, including home repair.
Today Winter was able to talk by phone with Puerto
Rico District executive Jose Calleja Otero, for the first
time since the hurricane struck. “He only had a little
power on his phone, so it was short,” Winter reported.
Otero is working on assessing the situation, and is
working to connect with the Church of the Brethren
pastors in the district.
“He asked for prayers for everyone in Puerto Rico,”
Winter said.
So far, Brethren Disaster Ministries has received no
news of any loss of life among the Puerto Rican
Brethren. There is damage to homes and churches,
however, and there is no water or electricity service.

CDS volunteer Jessica reads to a child in a shelter
in Texas. Photo courtesy of Children's Disaster
Services

On another front, Children’s Disaster Services (CDS)
volunteer teams are continuing their work to serve
children and families affected by Hurricane Harvey in
Texas. The CDS response to Hurricane Irma in Florida
concluded today, according to associate director
Kathleen Fry-Miller.
In other urgent news from Global Mission and Service, a
leader of the Church of the Brethren in the Democratic
Republic of Congo is reporting that violence is
threatening areas where church members live.

Read the full text of this Newsline Special at www.brethren.org/news/2017/disaster-staff-to-visit-puertorico.html
If you feel the call to help…

Children’s Disaster Services workshop

Anyone 18 or over is welcome to attend the 2 day training (27 hours) and become a certified CDS caregiver.
References and background checks are also required for certification. Once caregivers complete certification,
all expenses are paid for disaster responses.
Registration can be found online at http://www.brethren.org/cds/training/dates.html.
If you have any questions please call Kathleen Fry-Miller, Associate Director of Children’s Disaster Services
260-704-1443 or kfry-miller@brethren.org.
You can also find information at www.childrensdisasterservices.org
Nearest workshop to our area:
Little Swatara Church of the Brethren, Bethel PA
November 17—18, 2017. The local contact is Jean Myers, 610-678-5247 or Jean@aol.com
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Venezuela
Praise God for the official
government recognition of the
Church of the Brethren in
Venezuela! The Venezuelan
government approved the
group's incorporation under
the name Asociacion Iglesia
de los Hermanos (ASIGLEH).
The board of the Venezuelan
Brethren will now visit each
congregation to officially
register them. More than 60
congregations have expressed
interest in joining. Pray for
wisdom as the Venezuelan church moves forward.

Members of the emerging Venezuelan
Church of the Brethren. Photo by Joel Peña.

Democratic Republic of Congo
Lubungo Ron, pastor with Eglise des Freres au Congo (the Church of the Brethren in
the Democratic Republic of Congo), requests prayers for people of the South Kivu
province. High levels of violence are occurring, especially in Fizi and Uvira territories.
Ron reports that "people are killed day by day - it is like a massacre." People in other
areas such as Ngovi are living in fear and insecurity.
Pray for safety, food, water, and shelter for all those affected. Pray for a lasting end to
the fighting among the government army, rebels, and tribal militias. Pray for peace and
relief for people weary of years of war and violence.
Mexico
Pray for the victims of the 7.1 magnitude earthquake that hit central Mexico, including
Mexico City, on September 19th. This was the second major earthquake to strike the
country within two weeks. It killed more than 320 people, and thousands more were
injured or left homeless. Pray for safety and perseverance in the search and rescue
efforts. Pray for comfort for those who mourn. Pray for God's strength to pour over
individuals as they heal and communities as they rebuild.
South Sudan
Pray for Global Mission worker Athanasus Ungang as he recovers from another severe
case of malaria. Lift also into God's healing power Athanasus' daughter Ruth, who faces
a major eye surgery in South Dakota. Pray for God's presence to embrace Athanasus
and Ruth as they recover.

November 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Global
Give thanks for the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to the International Campaign to
Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN). Based in Geneva, Switzerland, ICAN is a coalition of
400 nongovernmental organizations in 100 countries. It was a driving force in the July
United Nations treaty to prohibit nuclear arms. Pray that this award can draw attention
to the effort against nuclear proliferation and the quest for peace. Pray that the treaty
may be implemented. Olav Fyske Tveit, general secretary of the World Council of
Churches, shared the following sentiment: "It is a very important day for moral
standards in the world. It should be obvious that there should be no nuclear
weapons.... As people of faith we must say this together."
Nigeria
Praise God for the continued ministry of the Centre for Caring, Empowerment, and
Peace Initiatives (CCEPI) to serve the most vulnerable victims of Boko Haram violence,
such as widows and orphans. CCEPI recently celebrated multiple graduations of
students who have completed livelihood training programs. CCEPI receives financial
support from the Church of the Brethren Nigeria Crisis Fund.

CCEPI graduates are equipped with skills and sewing machines to support themselves. Photo courtesy of CCEPI.

Pray for a delegation of agricultural leaders from Church of the Brethren and Ekklesiyar
Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) as they travel throughout
Nigeria to evaluate EYN’s soybean pilot project. The project receives financial support
from the Global Food Initiative and the Nigeria Crisis Fund.
Pray for safety during the group’s travels. Pray for wisdom as they plan for the next
year of the project’s development.
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
United States
Pray for the participants and staff of Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS) orientation unit #318,
gathering on September 24 at Camp Pine Lake in Eldora, Iowa. Pray for these new volunteers
who will spend two and half weeks discussing mindsets of service, living and working in
community, and discerning where they will spend the next one to two years sharing God’s love
through service. Pray for them as they will then travel across the country and world to advocate
justice, work for peace, serve human need, and care for creation.

Pray for preparations of the 2018 Workcamp ministry, which has
announced its theme of "Loving God, Loving People." The theme is
developed from 1 John 4:19-21 (The Message) which touches on the
necessity for loving others in order to truly love God. The summer
workcampers’ devotional material will focus on the interconnectedness
of loving both God and people, as well as explore the somewhat
difficult and messy reality of what it means to be "loving people" as Christ commands. Pray for
Grey Robinson, who has settled into her service as assistant workcamp coordinator. Grey is
serving through Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS)
Pray for victims of the mass shooting tragedy in Las Vegas, Nev. May those who grieve
somehow find comfort. May those who are injured find strength as they try to heal and recover.
May those in power find the courage to push for public policy to reduce gun-related deaths. May
we as Brethren honestly examine our own relationship with guns. May we consider the Church
of the Brethren's 1978 Annual Conference statement on violence and the use of firearms, which
states:
Our heritage and our faith call us as individuals



to reaffirm our commitment to the Prince of Peace;



to relinquish voluntarily our own handguns;



to declare that as individuals we will never use violence against any other person to maim or
to take human life.

Pray for the team of Children's Disaster Services (CDS) volunteers who are deploying to serve
at a Family Assistance Center in Las Vegas, following a request from the Red Cross. These
volunteers are specially trained in Critical Response Childare. Pray for the children trying to
make sense of this tragedy.
Pray for victims of the wildfires that continue to ravage the western United States. The disaster
is currently hitting northern California especially hard, where at least 15 people have died due
to the fast-spreading fires. At least 15,000 buildings have been destroyed.
Pray for relief. Pray for recovery
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Bethany and EYN Form Educational Partnership
Bethany
Theological
Seminary
and
EkklesiyarYan’uwa a Nigeria
(EYN, Church of the
Brethren in Nigeria) have
entered into an historic
relationship, the first of its
kind between the Seminary
and a Church of the
Brethren group outside the
United States. At the 2016
Annual
Conference,
Bethany president Jeff Carter
and EYN president Joel Billi signed a Memorandum of Understanding which outlined a new
intercontinental online education program. Conceived as a way to facilitate theological study at
Bethany for EYN members, the program is a joint effort between the Seminary and EYN.
The first graduate academic program at Bethany made available to EYN students through the
partnership will be the Certificate of Achievement in Theological Studies (CATS), requiring one
course each in biblical, historical, theological, ministry, and peace studies and one elective. To be
eligible for study at Bethany, international students must pass the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL). To help students prepare for the TOEFL, Bethany is arranging the offering of
an intensive English language course in the fall of 2017. Students are required to take this course
and a study course for TOEFL testing. Global Perspectives on Scripture: 1 Corinthians, currently
scheduled for January 2018.
Reflecting the importance of collaboration in this new partnership, this first course will be taught
by both Dan Ulrich, Wieand Professor of New Testament Studies at Bethany, and Pandang
Yamsat, chief executive director of the Center for Value and Attitudinal Reawakening. A New
Testament scholar, Yamsat recently retired from the faculty of the Theological College of Northern
Nigeria. The two met at Bethany early in May to begin planning the course.
“I am especially delighted that Dr. Yamsat took time to visit Bethany during a brief personal visit
to the United States and to begin planning for our January course,” says Ulrich. “Our planning
sessions were very productive: we were able to finalize the course objectives, outline the work
needed to meet those objectives, and develop a rough schedule for each class session. We have
developed a strong working relationship, and I am confident that we can model the kind of
intercultural interpretation we hope our students will learn.”
Key to the program’s success will be a new technology center at the Boulder Hill Compound in
Jos, Nigeria, where EYN students will take all their classes online. Plans for the facility call for two
large flat-panel screens and multiple cameras and microphones, similar to the technology now

available in one of Bethany’s classrooms. Students on campus at Bethany, students in Jos, and
faculty in both locations will share the live classroom, able to see and hear each other in real time.
Course content may also be offered through recorded class sessions, and faculty and students will
communicate by e-mail and texts.
Construction began on the technology center in mid-July 2017. Documentation of the process is
available on Bethany’s website at www.bethanyseminary.edu/eynpartner. Click on View Gallery to
see photos of the work progression.
While the center will belong to EYN, Bethany is assuming responsibility for raising funds to cover
the construction cost of $150,000. Mark Lancaster, executive director of institutional
advancement, and Musa Mambula, Bethany’s international scholar in residence, have taken the
lead in this effort, meeting with Church of the Brethren members across the denomination to
make them aware of this opportunity for involvement in an empowering mission with EYN. To
date approximately $136,000 has been raised. Due to the fluctuation of the Nigerian currency, at
least $16,000 is still needed to meet the original goal. An additional $50,000 needs to be raised to
cover the costs of desks, computers, an upgrade in the campus electrical system, the internet
connection, and compensation for Nigerian professors to teach the intensive English course.
Ongoing support for this bold adventure in faith is also needed as program costs will continue
from year to year.
As the program develops, Bethany plans to offer accessible courses in theological and historical
studies, ministry studies, and peace studies. Developed or adapted in conversation with Nigerian
church leaders, these courses will be designed to encourage mutual learning on topics of interest to
students in Nigeria as well as America. Courses will be offered in intensive formats so that students
can complete them during a short stay in Jos.
It is hoped that this innovative
program will create a pathway
for more EYN students to enroll
as degree students and study on
campus at Bethany. Courses
taken for the CATS can be
transferred directly into the
master of divinity or master of
arts program at Bethany. As
EYN moves from a state of crisis
to one of greater independence
after
enduring
widespread
violence and destruction at the
hands of Boko Haram, this educational partnership can help strengthen the leadership, mission,
and ministry of a resilient and growing denomination.

Musa Mambula and Mark Lancaster are always willing to speak with individuals and congregations
about how God has moved the Seminary to embrace this unique partnership with EYN. Contact
Mark with questions about the program or how to support this holy effort:
lancama@bethanyseminary.edu, 765-983-1805 (work), or 510-809-6721 (cell).

November, 2017
Brethren Home
Community windber
SHOE PROJECT WRAP UP: Due to the tropical storms that caused mandatory
evacuation in the Miami area, our shoe reimbursement was slightly delayed. We’re happy to
report that funds2 orgs received minor damage, and a check for $1,825.60 was received in
September. This was our most successful profit yet! Thanks to everyone who was able to
support the project.

Hospital bed donation: Home maintenance supervisor Dennis Clark was able to
secure the donation of 10 hospital beds, along with replacement parts, from Conemaugh
Hospital in Johnstown.

Communion held:

Home Chaplain Cecil Lohr held autumn communion on October 6.

With the help of Rev. Bill Wenger, the residents were able to participate in bread and cup communion with the addition of a handwashing station for those who desired. It was a meaningful
service for all.

Windber High school homecoming court visit: Members of the Windber
High School homecoming court visited the Home as a part of their homecoming week activities.
The residents enjoyed seeing the visit and agreed that our country will be in fine hands when
these young people take charge.

From the left: Dean Bracken met Jenna Rose, Jonathan
Guaetta, Devan Marhfeka, and Justin Vasas of the Windber
homecoming court.
Simple Pleasures provided the entertainment at the October
Cottagers’ luncheon held at Pettikoffer House on October 4.
Pasor Cecil Lohr presided over the installation of the District
Women’ s Ministries cabinet members at their rally held at
Pettikoffer House on October 5. The theme of the event was
JOY in the Journey.

Brethren Home Community Windber
Tree of Stars 2017
Please help us decorate the Christmas Tree of Stars
in this 34th year of our program. Your donation will not only honor or
memorialize a loved one or friend, it will help our Home to provide our residents
benevolent care. The names of those persons being remembered will be displayed
on the Christmas Tree in the Circle Lounge.
Please return the bottom portion
with your contribution to:
Church of the Brethren Home
277 Hoffman Avenue
Windber, PA 15963
Attn: Tree of Stars

- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Christmas Tree of Stars 2017
Please hang a Star in Memory of:

_______________________________________
OR

Please hang an Ornament in Honor of: ____________________________________
Donated By: _______________________________________
Amount:_______________
Address: _________________________________________
__________________________________________

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

THANK YOU - HARMONY FEST
We want to thank all the congregations and volunteers who helped with the first ever Harmony
Fest. It was a beautiful Autumn weekend and everyone who attended seemed to have a great
time. Next year will be even bigger and better. Plan now for possible booths to advertise your
congregation ie. – scarecrow making, pumpkin patch, decorating pumpkins, popcorn, slushies,
just to name a few.
*******
2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that
the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District
contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated. The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
now has 62 families including some congregations for a total of $4322. Thank you so much for
your donations and prayers.
********
FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS – October 17, 2017
“Friends Helping Friends” is a program offered by Boscov’s – all locations 9:00 AM to
11:00 PM. For just $5.00, if you purchase a shopping pass from Camp Harmony – you will be
entitled to 25% off your purchases on October 17, 2017 (great time to buy Christmas gifts). The
entire $5.00 benefits the local non-profit organization from which you purchased the pass – in
this case it benefits Camp. These passes are available at Camp just for asking.
********
LOOKING AHEAD - Poster included for information
October 21 – District Conference
October 27 – Trick or Retreat
November 4 – District Auction
November 10 – 11 – Scrapbook Retreat
November 12 – Hoss’s Fund Raiser - Somerset
December 2 – Faith Promise Dinner
December 9 – Children’s Christmas Party
NOTE:
Camp is in the process of planning a workshop to present information in regards to getting
your church kitchens inspected and training personnel in serv safe procedures. Stay tuned
for further information. This is for those congregations who serve under 14 events a year.

Please use a separate form for each individual registering
General Information

Name:_____________________________________________ Grade:__________ Male___ Female___
Street Address:______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________ Birthdate: _____/_____/_____
Phone:___________________________________ Phone:____________________________________
Parent/Guardian:_____________________________________________________________________
Church Attending:____________________________________________________________________
Emergency Information

Health Concerns:_____________________________________________________________________
Allergies (food, etc.):__________________________________________________________________
Other:______________________________________________________________________________
Medications:________________________________________________________________________
Restrictions:_________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #1:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #1:_________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #2:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #2:_________________________________________________________________
Payment Options

Cash_____ Check______
MasterCard_____ Visa_____ Discover_____
Exp. Date_______________ Security Code__________
Card #______________________________________________________________________________
Card Holder Signature_________________________________________________________________
Release Information
In signing this application, I grant permission for my child to attend Camp Harmony and for Camp Harmony to use images (photo, video, etc.) of my child
and members of my family in camp publicity (print ads, internet, etc.). I waive the right to inspect or approve photos for such purpose.
I understand that Challenge Course / Climbing & Repelling / High & Low Ropes / Adventure Based activities are, by their nature, physically and emotionally
demanding, and that participating in the challenge course program may involve risks such as walking, bending, twisting, pulling, lifting, running, jumping, climbing,
swinging, increased heart or breath rates and/or physical contact with others.
I understand that although Camp Harmony staff will make every reasonable effort to minimize exposure to known risks, not all dangers and hazards can be foreseen
(i.e. cuts, bruises, scrapes, fractures, dislocations, fatalities, etc.). I am aware that certain risks and dangers exist in the activities that are beyond the control of
Outdoor Ministry employees.
I understand that I have the right and the responsibility to limit my participation in any activity that I believe will compromise my safety, and agree to
notify a Camp Harmony employee if I have safety concerns. Camp Harmony practices the “Choose Your Challenge” philosophy. This means, if I choose to physically
participate in any of the activities, I voluntarily assume all risks associated with such participation.
I understand that Camp Harmony staff has the right to deny my participation and that it is my responsibility as a participant to follow the instructions,
guidelines and procedures established by the Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s). If, at any time, I do not understand or have not heard specific instructions given by the
Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s), I realize that it is my responsibility to ask for clarification and/or assistance before any participation.
In consideration of Camp Harmony allowing me to participate in these activities, I hereby release, discharge, waive, disclaim, and relinquish all claims,
actions, or causes of action for personal injury, wrongful death, or property damage against Camp Harmony arising as a result of my participation in these activities,
my use of Camp Harmony equipment, or any activities incidental to the activity. I also agree to defend and indemnify Camp Harmony and hold it harmless for any
personal injury, death, or property damage arising from my conduct.

Participant

Parent/Guardian

Printed Name:_______________________________ Printed Name:___________________________
Signature:__________________________________ Signature:______________________________
Date:______________________________________ Date:____________ ______________________
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Dear Friend of Camp Harmony:
We are excited to team up with Hoss's Steak
and Sea House to raise money for a very
worthy cause. Please consider visiting the
Hoss's location(s) listed below on 11/12/2017
to aid us in raising money to benefit
Camp Harmony.

*To qualify for the 20% payout, our group must have a minimum of $300.00 in
total pre-tax food and beverage sales.
**To qualify for the 25% payout, our group must have a minimum of $1,200.00 in
total pre-tax food and beverage sales.
This applies to a one-day, single location, pre-scheduled event. The purchase of gift
cards is not included as part of your organization’s community fundraising totals.

DISTRIBUTING INVITATIONS ON HOSS’S PROPERTY IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED AND WILL DISQUALIFY OUR ORGANIZATION!
Thank you for your cooperation!

Group #75520
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Preserving the Pa st
M a inta ining the Present
Building for the future

Camp Harmony
PO Box 158
1414 Plank Road
Hooversville, PA 15936

Phone:(814) 798-5885
Fax: (814) 798-2225
www.campharmony.org

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of creation and
find harmony with God, with nature and with one another.”

Faith promise Registration
Please detach and return by
November 30, 2017
Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Email address:_________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Number attending:______________________________________________________________
Guest names: _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

********
OR
Help Camp Harmony reach 100 years of ministry
“And they fell heir to what others had toiled for” Psalm 105:44

Faith Promise Challenge
2017
Since I am unable to attend the dinner, I am sending a donation of
$___________________or pledging $________________ per month/quarterly.
Name________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________
Email________________________________________________________________________
Your gifts are tax deductible. THANK YOU!
Camp Harmony Inc. is a 501©3 nonprofit organization, Federal Tax ID# 25-1041249
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Christmas Party Registration
Please use a separate form for each individual registering
General Information

Name:________________________________________ Grade/Age:__________ Male___ Female___
Street Address:______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________ Birthdate: _____/_____/_____
Phone:___________________________________ Phone:____________________________________
Parent/Guardian:_____________________________________________________________________
Church Attending (name & town):______________________________________________________
Emergency Information

Health Concerns:_____________________________________________________________________
Allergies (food, etc.):__________________________________________________________________
Other:______________________________________________________________________________
Medications:________________________________________________________________________
Restrictions:_________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #1:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #1:_________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact #2:________________________________________________________________
Emergency Phone #2:_________________________________________________________________
Payment Options (if you would like to pay in advance)

Cash_____ Check______
MasterCard_____ Visa_____ Discover_____
Exp. Date_______________ Security Code__________
Card #______________________________________________________________________________
Card Holder Signature_________________________________________________________________
Release Information
In signing this application, I grant permission for my child to attend Camp Harmony and for Camp Harmony to use images (photo, video, etc.) of
my child and members of my family in camp publicity (print ads, internet, etc.). I waive the right to inspect or approve photos for such purpose.
I understand that although Camp Harmony staff will make every reasonable effort to minimize exposure to known risks, not all dangers and
hazards can be foreseen (i.e. cuts, bruises, scrapes, fractures, dislocations, fatalities, etc.). I am aware that certain risks and dangers exist in the activities
that are beyond the control of Outdoor Ministry employees.
I understand that I have the right and the responsibility to limit my participation in any activity that I believe will compromise my safety, and
agree to notify a Camp Harmony employee if I have safety concerns. Camp Harmony practices the “Choose Your Challenge” philosophy. This means, if I
choose to physically participate in any of the activities, I voluntarily assume all risks associated with such participation.
I understand that Camp Harmony staff has the right to deny my participation and that it is my responsibility as a participant to follow the
instructions, guidelines and procedures established by the Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s). If, at any time, I do not understand or have not heard specific
instructions given by the Facilitator(s)/Trainer(s), I realize that it is my responsibility to ask for clarification and/or assistance before any participation.
In consideration of Camp Harmony allowing me to participate in these activities, I hereby release, discharge, waive, disclaim, and relinquish all
claims, actions, or causes of action for personal injury, wrongful death, or property damage against Camp Harmony arising as a result of my participation in
these activities, my use of Camp Harmony equipment, or any activities incidental to the activity. I also agree to defend and indemnify Camp Harmony and
hold it harmless for any personal injury, death, or property damage arising from my conduct.

Parent/Guardian

Printed Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Signature:___________________________________________________________________________
Date:______________________________________________________________________________

AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST – November 2017

ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830
BEACHLEY, RONALD D. – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 152928-0723 – 814-479-4802
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal)
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758
YOUNG, FRANK P. – PO Box 251, Jerome, 15937 – 814-418-5930
LICENSED
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
HORNER, TAMMY - 124 Whysong Lane, Johnstown, 15906 – 814-244-0958
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594

2017 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

NOVEMBER 2017
2
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m.
4
- TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
5
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
6
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
10-11 - Fall Scrapbook retreat at Camp Harmony
11
- ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB
12
- Fundraiser for Camp Harmony, Hoss’s Somerset
17
- Swiss Steak dinner for Camp Harmony, Pleasant Hill 4:30 pm
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
23
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
26
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 2017
3
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9
- Children’s Christmas Party, Camp Harmony 9:00 am
10
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

PLEASE NOTE
Dates will be added or
changed as needed. If your
District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!

