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Western PA District Church of the Brethren                  May 2022   

The Highlights 

DISTRICT UPDATE 

Greetings to everyone!   
 
As the District Board Chairperson, and part         
of the temporary District Executive Team,            
I wanted to share what is happening. I met with 
The Council of District Executives and the             
Leadership Team gathered at the General               
Offices in Elgin, IL on April 4-6.  
 
After two years of meeting virtually, it was the 
first in-person gathering for the Council and   
provided an opportunity for the Council and 
Leadership Team to reflect together on their 
common work and ministry. It was an uplifting 
and encouraging time of renewal, strengthening 
relationships, and the ways district and                              
denominational leadership work together.  
 
As our congregations and individuals have                   
completed the District surveys and turned them 
in (end of March) to the District Office, the               
present Search Team (Chris Forry, Tammy                   
Horner, Eric Kabler, Abby Shaffer, Michael                  
Kenney and Robert Rummel (District Board)), 
will work with your shared information.  
 
Thank you for being responsible in doing this 
survey and enabling the Search Team to have 
your concerns and opinions. This gathering of 
your information shall be helpful as they work 
for the competition of their assigned task.  
 

Since our District Leadership Team met in                  
February, we have been involved in filling   
many openings on the team and appreciate 
those who have volunteered and shared names 
of individuals to be discerned. We hopefully will 
have all vacancies filled by May’s Leadership 
Team meeting.  
 
Once again I want to communicate, that if you 
have a concern or a particular need that your 
District Team or Office Staff can help with 
please call. The District Office staff and the    
temporary District Executive Team are willing to 
help.  
                  
     In His Service,  
     
             Peter Kaltenbaugh  
 District Executive Representative 
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The Highlights deadline for 
the June 2022 issue is  

May 10, 2022 

Please send your information 
to  tlehman@brethren.org.  

From the District Office 

It is very helpful to the                           
District Office staff to have                      

 updated information from all 
the churches we serve.                               

 
If your congregation will                     

be making a new directory for 
2022 please send one                    
to the District Office,                        

115 Spring Road,                       
Hollsopple, 15935    

Thank you! 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

Amy Bowman, Financial Clerk 

Tina Lehman, District Secretary 
and Highlights Editor 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 

Financial Clerk is in 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

CONTACT US: 

115 Spring Road  

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

www.westernpacob.org 

REQUEST FOR DIRECTORIES 

Please keep the District Office 
Staff and the District Core 

Leadership Team in your prayers 
as the search continues for an 

Interim District Minister.  
 

Please also be in prayer                
for the District Search Committee 
in their search  for a permanent 

District Minister. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 



                                               page 3 

Congregation 
 
Arbutus— Sam Locher, Kathy Locher,                      
Otis Simpson, Guy Myers, Wendy Myers,     
Michael Moore, Kevin Sabo, Jennifer Sabo,  
JoAnn Gutwald, Don Gutwald, Jerry Rex,      
Carol Rex, Andy Dobrota, Jim Lopresti, Lynette 
Lopresti, Bill Shroyer, Christine Shroyer 
 
Meyersdale— Ian Haer, Abigail Homa,  
Darlene McKenzie, Delbert McKenzie, Aidan                            
Moshholder, Christine Reynolds, Caleb Sines, 
Ethan Smith, Landon Werner  

Licensed 
Oyango Burney—Indiana 
 
Pastoral Changes 
Cheryl Marszalek—resigned as Associate Pastor, 
Uniontown 
Robert Stein—called as Associate Pastor,                     
Uniontown 

 
To Pastor Mike Swick, his wife Wendy, and their 
family as Wendy’s mother Carol Davis passed 
away April 12th.  

WITH SYMPATHY 

(located directly across the street from the  
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  

 

Pasta Buffet 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 

4:00 pm  to 7:00 pm 
Final Buffet until October. 

 
Annual Indoor Yard Sale  
Saturday, June 4, 2022 

8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Bake Sale and Food Trucks  

Individual Spaces Available for $10  
 

Call 724-463-0420 for event info. 

EVENTS AT THE PENN RUN  
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER  

LEADERSHIP 

Across the District 

NEW MEMBERS 

 
The National Day of Prayer is  

Thursday, May 5, 2022.  
 
With everything going on in the world, please 
take the time this day and every day to pray.  
 
Some churches may have prayer services 
planned, please check with your congregation 
or local churches in your area. 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
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Across the District 

The next District Leadership Team  
meeting will be held on  

May 14, 2022 at the Greensburg COB  

Arbutus COB Sunday Services are                    

streamed at 9:00 am                                                

https://arbutuscob.org/                       

Geiger COB Sunday Services are on                               

Facebook at 10:30 am                                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1709517105945633 

Hostetler COB Sunday Services are on                             

Facebook at 10:30 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/

HostetlerCOBMeyersdalePa 

Salisbury COB Sunday Services are on                                     

Facebook at 10:30 am                                                                             

https://www.facebook.com/Salisbury-Church-of

-the-Brethren-211422968870314 

Walnut Grove COB Sunday Services are on                     

Facebook at 10:00 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob 

 
**If your congregation is sharing services online, 

please contact Tina to add to the Highlights. 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM 

The Greensburg COB has a job opening for a                       
part-time Director of Children and Youth                     
Ministries. This position could grow into                        

full-time in the future. This is a newly created 
position and they are seeking a capable,                         
energetic, passionate, servant-hearted,                             

individual to take the lead in  developing,                       
implementing, and evaluating ministries,                      

programs, and activities that encourage all                    
children to grow in faith as Christian disciples. 
Specific responsibilities include organization,        
recruitment, implementation, and evaluation                   
of a Sunday morning program, vacation Bible 

school, and children’s programming and                       
outreach.  

 
If you would like to be considered for this                       

position, or need more information, please                   
contact Pastor Stephen Parfitt at  

pastorstephengbgcob@gmail.com                             
or 724-834-2130. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

 
The Hyndman COB is seeking a part-time youth 

leader to teach the Sunday School class and 
lead in extra curricular activities.  

 
The pay is $50 a week. Please contact Pastor 

JoAnn Dermer at 814 842 6489 for more                          
information.  

    HELP WANTED  



                                               page 5 

We Need Your Help! 
 

If you are interested in being a part of                
BDM mission trips, please contact                      
Herb Ewald for more information  

at 814-539-8530  
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net  

 

 

***Please Note:  
15 Volunteers constitute a full group 

7 volunteers constitute 1/2 group 
 

2022 Schedule    

Serving in the District and beyond 

Day Trips 
No Trips 
Scheduled 
Yet 

Week Trips 
5/15—5/21     TBA (6 people) 
7/10—7/16     TBA (15 people) 
9/25—10/1     TBA (15 people) 
10/30—11/5   TBA (15 people) 
12/11—12/17 TBA (15 people) 

 READY FOR SHIPMENT! 
Thanks to everyone who collected shoes, we 

now have a full shipment registered with 
funds2orgs, and our pick up date should be in 

late April or early May.  We will report the profit 
totals in the June Highlights.  

 
We are anxious to get started on the next  

collection, but there will be some changes in 
our organization.  First, we thank the ICA board 

for the use of their building in Jerome for the 
past four years.  It was just right for collecting, 

counting, and storing our shoes.  Since the 
building won't be available for our use in the 
future, we searched for an alternate site, and 

were blessed to find a new home at the               
Westmont Church of the Brethren.  Donations 
to the shoe project may now be dropped off at 
the District Office, and a schedule of collection 
days at the Westmont church will be posted in 

the Highlights.   
 

Please remember the shoe project through the 
summer months, we have appreciated your 
support of the orphanage and want to see it 

continue!  Any questions should be directed to 
Marie Camut - 814-266-3010,  
April Mackell -814-536-1589,  

or Karen Nagavathy -814-244-6977.  
 

Thank you for giving so generously to the or-
phanage through this project!  

 

BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES 

EL HOGAR DE NIÑOS ENMANUEL                      
SHOE PROJECT FUNDRAISER 

Serving in the district 

mailto:hjewald@atlanticbb.net
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Denominational news 
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

Council of District Executives  
and Leadership Team Meet 

The Council of District Executives and the                 
Leadership Team of the Church of the Brethren  
gathered at the General Offices in Elgin, Ill., on April 
4-6. It was an uplifting and encouraging time of                 
renewal, strengthening relationships, and exploring 
ways district and denominational leadership work 
together.  Photo by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford  

These amounts do not include grants from the Global 
Food Initiative (GFI) or from the Emergency Disaster 
Fund (EDF) as directed by Brethren Disaster Ministries 
staff.  
 

The 2021 grants distributed by Global Mission, 
listed alphabetically by country: 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): $10,000 in 
financial support to the administrative budget of the 
Church of the Brethren in the DRC.                                               
Dominican Republic (DR): $22,000 in financial                   
support to the administrative budget of the Church 
of the Brethren in the DR, including some expenses 
for meetings and travel.                                                                                
Haiti: A total of $478,131 includes grants to the Haiti 
Medical Project, $80,000 for the purchase of                       
property for the Delmas Church, and $35,000 for    
the church basement/building in Saut‐Mathurine.                 
Honduras: $500 for theological training.                                    
India: $2,000 in financial support to the                                       
administrative budget of First District Church                                   
of the Brethren in India.                                                               
Mexico: $250 for program supplies.                                                 
Nigeria: $41,214 mostly for rebuilding churches of 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria) that have been destroyed in   
violence.                                                                                                                
Rwanda: $57,857 for the building of church                          
headquarters, scholarships for Twa students,                     
and seminary training for pastors.                                              
South Sudan: $36,000 for regular mission                                                             
programing including agriculture, trauma healing, 
and reconciliation efforts.                                                         
Spain: $19,706 including theological training for 
leaders of the Church of the Brethren in Spain.                   
Uganda: $6,410 including funding for a Christmas 
event at an orphanage.                                                                 
Venezuela: $23,955 including church building and 
support for the outreach to indigenous peoples by 
the Church of the Brethren in Venezuela. 

Find out more about the Church of the Brethren 
Global Mission at www.brethren.org/global. 

Global Mission releases list of grants 
made to international partners in 2021 
 

 Global Mission co-executives Eric Miller and                
Ruoxia Li have announced the grants their office                             
distributed to international partners last year, in 2021. 
Close to $700,000 was distributed, made possible 
through donations to the mission work of the Church of 
the Brethren denomination. Norm and Carol Spicher 
Waggy, who previously served as interim directors of                        
Global Mission, contributed to the work of identifying 
grant recipients.  
 The grants represent financial support from 
Global Mission and partner groups to the administrative                       
budgets of emerging Churches of the Brethren in a                   
variety of countries, as well as efforts such as church 
building and health care, among others. 
 Significant financial support for the grants came 
from Brethren World Mission and the Brethren Mission 
Fund. The Royer Foundation contributed a significant 
amount for the Haiti Medical Project, and Paul and Sandy                     
Brubaker did work to raise funds for that project. The 
Global Mission office also received and distributed funds 
on behalf of the Global Women’s Project.     

http://www.brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/global
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COB Conferences 

Annual  
Conference 
2022 
July 10-14 
 
Annual Conference 
agenda will include one 
item of unfinished business and seven items                   
of new business                                                                           
 The business items for the Church of the                         
Brethren’s Annual Conference on July 10-14 in Omaha, 
Neb., are now posted online. The Conference is returning 
to a full business agenda complete with queries and                  
other new business after several years in which the   
compelling vision took precedence.                                                                           
 The Conference will address one item of                              
unfinished business, “Update to Polity Regarding Annual 
Conference Agencies,” and seven items of new business.                                            
 New business includes queries on “Standing with 
People of Color” and “Breaking Down Barriers–Increasing 
Access to Denominational Events”; three items related to 
pay and benefits for pastors: a new Integrated Annual                          
Ministry Agreement and Revised Guidelines for Pastors’ 
Salaries and Benefits, a Revised Minimum Cash Salary 
Table for Pastors, and the annual cost-of-living                               
adjustment to the Minimum Cash Salary Table for                           
Pastors (the latter recommendation to come in June); 
amendments to the appeal section of the Ethics in                      
Ministry Relations polity document; and revisions to the 
denomination’s bylaws.                                                                             
 The delegate body also will vote on a ballot                     
and will receive numerous reports including from the                                     
denomination’s Leadership Team, the work of the 
Church of the Brethren’s board and staff, the Annual 
Conference agencies (Bethany Seminary, Brethren                       
Benefit Trust, and On Earth Peace), Conference                          
committees including the Program and Arrangements 
Committee and the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits 
Advisory Committee, and representatives to ecumenical 
organizations.                                                                                                   
 To watch the business online you must register 
as a virtual nondelegate. Business sessions will no longer 
be live-streamed free of charge. Go 
to www.brethren.org/ac2022/registration. 

National Youth  
Conference 2022 
July 23 – 28, 2022  
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
National Youth Conference (NYC) 
provides high school aged                      
students and their advisors the 
chance to gather for a week of    
fellowship, worship, workshops, 
recreation and more!  

Who is eligible to attend? 

Youth who have completed ninth grade through  
one year of college at the time of NYC (or are age                   
equivalent) and their adult advisors are invited to 
attend. All youth must be accompanied by an adult 
advisor. Please send at least one advisor for every 
five youth. If sending female youth, please send a 
female advisor and if sending male youth, please 
send a male advisor. All adult advisors must be a 
minimum of 22 years of age. 

What is the cost? 

The $550 registration fee, for youth and advisors, 
includes lodging, food, and event programming.                                                                               
                                                                                                                    
      When can I register? 
 

NYC registration is open now! Register before                    
April 1 to avoid a $50 late fee. 

How can I find out more? 

Visit this page often! Connect on social media. 
Attend the insight session at Annual Conference this 
summer. Connect with a member of the National 
Youth Cabinet, the group planning this event. 

What if I have questions? 

If you have questions, contact Erika Clary,                                
2022 National Youth Conference Coordinator, 
at eclary@brethren.org or 847-429-4376 

http://www.brethren.org/ac2022/registration
https://www.brethren.org/nyc/registration/
https://www.brethren.org/yya/
https://www.brethren.org/news/2020/youth-cabinet-for-2021-2022/
https://www.brethren.org/news/2020/youth-cabinet-for-2021-2022/
mailto:eclary@brethren.org
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Annual Conference 
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Annual Conference 
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ORDAINED 

 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Drive, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 / 412-979-0067 / sharingpearls@comcast.net 

BEACHLEY, LINDA—PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / lrbeac@atlanticbb.net 

BEACHLEY, RONALD – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / rondbeachley@gmail.com 

BROADWATER, KEVIN—475 Keystone Street, Meyersdale, 15552-6943 / 814-442-5684 / pastorbroadwater@verizon.net 

DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / iamameliaderr@yahoo.com 

DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / pastorbutch@gmail.com 

HOUGHTON, SALLY - 124 Lindberg Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-3019 / 814-243-6448 / smh124@atlanticbb.net 

KABLER, ERIC—126 Clermont Street, Johnstown 15904-2132 / 814-266-2734 / eric.kabler@kablerthomas.com 

LONGWELL, ERIC— 240 Plumcreek Road, Shelocta, 15774-3144 / 724-599-8690 / kb3ttx@gmail.com 

MANGES, JOHN – 137 Catskill Lane, Johnstown, 15904-7523 / 814-539-3332 / manges@atlanticbb.net 

MARSHALL, HOMER  - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MARSHALL, PATRICIA - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MOSORJAK, GARY – 1337 Roxbury Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-1224 / 814-619-4238 / wendel05@aol.com 

MYERS, GUY – 1271 Killiwhat Street, Johnstown, PA 15902-1224 / 814-536-2404 / pgmyers@atlanticbb.net 

PERUSO, RUSSELL – 151 Blackner Road, Johnstown, 15905 / 814-242-0549 / russperuso@gmail.com 

PISARSKI, STANLEY – 511 Thrasher Street, Johnstown, 15909 / 814-410-3685 / spisarski1017@gmail.com 

STEIN, ROBERT - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 / 724-438-2226 / crid@verizon.net 

SWICK, MICHAEL - 4127 Greenville Road, Meyersdale 15552-8518 / 814-634-8158 / preachmike101@comcast.net 

WALKER, JUDY—425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WALKER, LARRY - 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

 
LICENSED 
 
COUGHENOUR, KAITLYN— 785 Red Dog Road, Salisbury, 15558 / 814-521-4649 / shellywithattitude@gmail.com 
GEORGE, ROBERT—850 Pine Street, Indiana, 15701 / 724-762-0773 / rjghemlock@gmail.com 
 
LAY SPEAKER 
 
RAMER, DONNA—102 Franklin Drive, Greensburg, 15601-1305 / 724 836-0594 

Available speakers 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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2022 District Events and Meetings 

If your congregation, committee, or group would like to have information listed on the District Calendar, 

please send it in to the District Office by the 10th of each month. Thanks! 
 

MAY 2022 

1  - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY  

5  - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

5  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

7  - SVMC Class 

8  - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

14   - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, Greensburg COB 

26  - ASCENSION DAY 

27—30  - National Young Adult Conference, Montreat, NC 

31   - MEMORIAL DAY 

 

JUNE 2022 

5  - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday) 

5  - Annual Conference Briefing, 3:00 pm, TBA 

19  - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

 

JULY 2022 

4  - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

10  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE begins, Omaha, NE 

14  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE ends, Omaha, NE 

21  - Core Leadership Team 6:00 pm, (District Conference Business) 

23—28  - National Youth Conference, Fort Collins, CO  

30 - District Leadership Team, 9 am, TBA (District Conference Business)  
 

AUGUST 2022 

13  - SVMC class 

27  - SVMC class 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

5  - LABOR DAY 

8  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

10  - SVMC class 

17  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 



                                               page 16 

2022 District Events and Meetings 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022 

2  - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

15   - District Conference, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

3  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 p.m., District Office 

6  - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

12  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

24  - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

27   - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 2022 

4  - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

11  - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

18  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

24  - Christmas Eve 

25  - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

31  - NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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