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Western PA District Church of the Brethren               May 2021   

The Highlights 

FROM THE DISTRICT MINISTER 

 The last 50 years have seen the worst persecution of Christians 
worldwide in all of church history.  We are familiar with the severe                 
persecution of the Church under Communist, Socialist, and Muslim                   
governments.  Hundreds of Church of the Brethren Christians in Nigeria, 
for example, have been repeatedly attacked and their churches and 
homes destroyed by the Muslim terrorist group Boko Haram. Boko                   
Haram’s goal is to establish an Islamic state under Sharia law in Nigeria. 
          These persecuted brothers and sisters have suffered deeply.  Many 
suffer ongoing emotional trauma due to the attacks and pressures they 
have experienced.  Yet they persist in their faith and continue to express 
their love for Jesus. 
           When I read or hear of these types of things, it causes me to pause 
and reflect on the fact that I have suffered very little abuse at the hands 
of anyone because of my faith. In fact I cannot think of a single instance 
of such happening to me.  Perhaps your experience has been similar to 
mine. 
          But then I remember the Apostle Paul’s words to Timothy in                                      
II Timothy 3:12 that say that “everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  Does this mean that I have not been 
bold enough in my faith to have ever challenged and shaken up the                 
powers of darkness?   Have they never used physical abuse at the hands 
of men to attack me because they had little cause to do so?   I hope that 
has not been the case.  I hope that I have not been so docile in my faith. 
          Maybe it is a case of you and I having lived in an environment 
where the attacks on us due to our faith have not been ones of physical 
abuse but rather unseen spiritual attacks on our souls. It may well be that 
in our setting many Christians have fallen away from Christ due to the 
lure and temptation of money and riches or of sexually immortality.                   
But whether physical or spiritual attacks, the end result is the same.  Some fall away due to trials. 
         This calls for great vigilance on our part and for us to pray for the ability to persevere in our faith.  “He who                      
endures to the end shall be saved,” Jesus said.  In the final analysis, we want to receive the crown of life from the LORD 
because we have loved Him to the end. 
         We serve a wonderful Savior, and He is worthy of every ounce of our enduring love and devotion.  May our souls 
be strengthened for “every trial and temptation.” Let us step forward every day in bold and confident faith, trusting in 
the Lord for His help and deliverance! 
                                                                                                                             May the peace of the Lord be with you!                                                                                           

                         Bill Wenger 
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From the District Office 

 

 

Western PA District Church of the Brethren 
115 Spring Road, Hollsopple, PA 15935 
 
 
 
         CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Western PA District, 
 
      Peace to you in the name of the LORD!  As you may have heard through official Church of  
the Brethren communications or are observing in the letter from the COB Office of Ministry  
here in this issue of the Highlights, I have decided to resign my positon as District Executive of  
our Western Pennsylvania District.  My last day in the position will be October 31, 2021.  
 
      I believe very much in the words in the book of Ecclesiastes that say “there is a time for 
everything and a season for every activity under heaven,” and I sense the LORD telling me that  
the season He planned for me to be District Executive is to soon come to an end. I believe He  
has a new commission for me in the service of His kingdom, although I do not yet know exactly  
what that will be. 
 
      I have enjoyed my work as District Executive these past four years.  I have appreciated very  
much working with the pastors, church leaders, and various members of the churches as I have  
gotten to know all of you.  While the work, in many ways, has been challenging, it has also been                                         
rewarding. 
 
      If I were to isolate the main reason for my decision, I would say that it is due to my feeling that 
I do not possess the visionary and entrepreneurial leadership gifts needed to help the district move                                    
forward into the future in a successful way.  The challenges and circumstances relative to future 
church life will require leadership who can put together new and dynamic solutions to meet the  
spiritual and administrative needs of our churches.  My gifts have always been centered on                       
teaching and personal one-on-one pastoral encouragement.  These gifts have served well for a                     
season, but now other gifts are needed. 
 
      I want to thank everyone in our District with whom I have worked over the past four years.  I  
have truly been blessed and encouraged by everyone’s faith, diligence, and desire to see Christ’s  
Church thrive. 
 
      May the LORD bless us all as we look to the future.  He can do mighty things through those  
who have courageous faith!  
       

                                                                                                Bill Wenger      
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The Highlights deadline for 
the JUNE 2021                    

issue is  

May 10, 2021 

Please send your information 
to  tlehman@brethren.org.  

From the District Office 

It is very helpful to the District Office staff to have                      
 updated information from all the churches we serve.  If your                 

congregation has a new directory for 2021 please send one to the 
District Office, 115 Spring Road, Hollsopple, 15935    

Thank you! 

The 2021 District Directory  has been sent out via email. 
If you would like a paper copy of the 2021 District Directory,  

please contact Tina at  
tlehman@brethren.org or 814-479-2181 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

William Wenger, District Executive 

Amy Bowman, Financial Clerk 

Tina Lehman, District Secretary 
and Highlights Editor 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Financial Clerk is in 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

CONTACT US: 

115 Spring Road  

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

www.westernpacob.org 

2021 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 

REQUEST FOR DIRECTORIES 
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Across the District 

 

For everyone in the District who has been 
diagnosed with, is recovering from, or knows 
someone with COVID-19.  

Congregation 
                                                                                                
Meyersdale —Frank Bero Jr., Sally Bero, Kristen 
Beeman, Rachel Fazenbaker, Jimmy Kretchman, 
Lonny Murray, Natalie Paul, Christina Shaulis, 
Cody Wedge 

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH CONCERNS 

NEW MEMBERS    

Ordinations 
Dan Rhodes— Moxham 
Mark Murchie—Scalp Level 
 
Pastoral Changes 
Linda Beachley—resigned, Nanty Glo 
Eric Kabler—part time interim, Locust Grove 

LEADERSHIP 

Walnut Grove COB Sunday Services on Facebook 

at 10:00 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob 

Geiger COB Sunday Services are on Facebook at 

10:30 am                                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1709517105945633 

Salisbury COB Sunday Services on Facebook                   

at 10:30 am                                                                             

https://www.facebook.com/Salisbury-Church-of-

the-Brethren-211422968870314 

Scalp Level COB Sunday Services at 10:30 am                                                                 

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren - YouTube 

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren | Facebook  

Windber COB Sunday Services at 10:30 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/WindberCOB 

 

**If your congregation is sharing services online, 

please contact the District Office and Tina                         

will list the information in 

upcoming Highlights. 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCgsHg_g8ZI7mTESCULwyp7A%2Ffeatured&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747273843
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FScalp-Level-Church-of-the-Brethren-101560424825946&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747
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Across the District 

(located directly across the street from the  
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  

 
Pasta Bar  

Saturday, May 1, 2021 from 4:00 pm—6:00 pm  
Eat in or take out is available. Cost is $10/meal.                  

No preorders will be taken.  
 

Annual Indoor Yard Sale  
Set-up Friday June 4, 2021 

Yard Sale Saturday, June 5, 2021 
 

Call 724-463-0420 for event info  
and to order meals. 

EVENTS AT THE PENN RUN  
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars! 
District Conference will be held on  

October 16, 2021  
at Camp Harmony 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

MAPLE  SPRING  CHURCH   OF THE  BRETHREN 
Part time position, 20 hours per week 

Monday – Friday.  Hours are 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Hourly wage of $12 - $15 negotiable 

Must be available on a part time basis and have a 
working familiarity with MS Word and Excel as well 

as email programs. Be willing to learn other                   
software programs as needed. Have a general 

knowledge of pc’s printers, copiers and other office 
equipment. Have excellent typing, telephone,             

communication and grammar skills. Must be neat 
and professional in casual dress appearance. Must 
project a positive attitude, especially when dealing 
with others.Ability to manage and update various 
software in use in the church.Ability to accurately 
update electronic media communication including 

the website and social media sites. 
 

PART TIME SECRETARY NEEDED The District is looking for someone who can help 
with the former Church of the Brethren Home files. 
After the sale of the Brethren Home, the District   
inherited 2 storage lockers near the District Office 
full of records. There were 3 volunteers working 
with these records but it has been difficult as some 
of them live in the Pittsburgh area and some also 
have full time jobs. Volunteers would be needed to 
help with requests for the following: 
 
Former employees that: 
a) are seeking new employment 
b) are applying for retirement benefits 
 
A confidentiality statement will need signed. 
Please apply to: District Office 
115 spring Road, Hollsopple, PA 15935-7412 
814-479-2181 
Skills: Preferable medical background. Sleuth.                     
Patience. 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
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Across the District 
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Some good news!! 

Good News from the Indiana COB! 
Pastor Kirt Anderson had quite a life threating event 
in November 2020.  He spent 1 month at UPMC               
hospital in Pittsburgh where, due to blood clots in his 
right leg, the leg had to be amputated.  God was by 
Kirt's side and with his family's faith in God he came 
back to church in December and preached his first 
sermon on January 17, 2021 from his                              
wheelchair.  Good news continues for Kirt as he will 
be getting a new prosthetic leg soon. Nothing is      
stopping Kirt he continues his devotion to God and 
his church and all the outreach he does in our                   
community. God is good all the time! 

HEALTH UPDATE 

We can all use some good news now and again 
right? I’m going to start sharing a page like                   

this in every issue of the Highlights. So please 
send me good news to share; milestone                    

birthdays, milestone anniversaries, academic                            
achievements, etc. I look forward to hearing and 

sharing more good news from the District! 
Thanks! Tina                                                              

tlehman@brethren.org 

CALL FOR GOOD NEWS  

In 2020, during the pandemic, Camp Harmony                  
provided over 14,700 meals throughout Somerset 
County which was a 103% increase from the years 
before. These meals are provided to children who 
live in areas within the poverty level. The cost of the 
meals are then reimbursed by the PA. Department 
of Education Nutrition Department. 

Each summer, Camp Harmony operates this 
“ministry within a ministry” as it seeks to feed not 
only the children at Camp, but also many children                      
in the surrounding communities. Camp does this 
through the help of Pittsburgh Food Bank, PA.                   
Department of Education, Helping Hands Food Bank 
in Jennerstown, Somerset Boys and Girls Club, Mary 
S. Biesecker Library, Somerset County Library                   
System, Jenners Learning Lamp, Stadium Terrace, 
and Shade School District. 

In order for this outreach to keep going, volunteers 
are needed as drivers to transport the food to the 
various sites. If you are interested in volunteering 
for this ministry, please call Janice Kaltenbaugh at 
814-279-4498. Thank you for considering this                 
opportunity to help! 

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 
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Serving in the District and beyond 

We currently have 3,175 pairs of shoes packed and 
ready to ship at the ICA building.  We will not be 

shipping until after the first week in May, so anyone 
who still wants to drop off shoes may do so at the 

district office during business hours. We are thank-
ful to everyone who has been able to donate!  Re-

member that the weight of our shipment deter-
mines the profits for the orphanage, so each pair of 

shoes donated makes a big difference.                                                              

There is still time to join in!                                                                                                

Remember, its easy to participate.  Simply collect 
gently worn pairs of shoes, boots, slippers or                      

sandals at your church and place a rubber band 
around each pair.                                                                                    

You can deliver your shoes to the ICA building at 
1929 Penn Avenue in Jerome on the packing day, 
OR to the District Office during business hours be-

fore the April 12th. 

Thanks for your support!   

For further information, please contact: 

Marie Camut, 814-266-3010, 
April Mackell, 814-536-1589 

Karen Nagyvathy,814-244-5977 

EL HOGAR DE NIÑOS ENMANUEL                      
SHOE PROJECT FUNDRAISER 

Lots of people are wondering about ways                        
they can help in their communities during the                     
pandemic. One absolute need in our District  
and beyond, is food. There are many food banks 
and pantries in our region, such as:  
 
Walnut Grove Food Pantry  
https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob/ 
 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank  
https://www.pittsburghfoodbank.org/ 
 
Please consider donating food to these or any 
other groups in our area as well as possibly your 
time as you feel comfortable. Anything you can 
do would be appreciated.  

HOW TO HELP 



                                               page 9 

Support for Honduras  

HELP THE CHILDREN OF 
Hogar Enmanuel by 
HOSTING A TABLE*   

                         for the  
Tri-annual  Fund Raising Event at Camp Harmony 

This year’s theme: NOAH’S ARK 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021  
 

*HOSTS CAN BE  Family,  group of friends, Sunday School Class, Church, or               
Organization and will decorate a table for  the theme by choosing an animal of 
your choice and sell tickets  to the event for your table.     

CONTACT RONA HEMMINGER TO CHOOSE AN ANIMAL.   
 Hemminger@verizon.net or 540-649-3111  

(Already taken:  tigers, flamingos giraffes, hummingbirds, doves, sheep) 
 
CONTACT NAME:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________  Email ________________________________ 
 
Animal choice:  ________________________________________________________ 
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Calling the called 
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Denominational news 
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

http://www.brethren.org
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Denominational news 
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

http://www.brethren.org
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 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

Denominational news 

Brazil 

Suely Inhauser, Church of the Brethren mission 
worker, asks for prayer for her Family Counseling 
Ministry. The requests for counseling have grown 
during this COVID period. The appointments also 
provide an opportunity to share the love of Jesus 
Christ with others. Please keep Suely and her                    
ministry in your prayers. 

Dominican Republic 

The Haitian-Dominicans held an Annual Conference 
on March 20-21st (photo above). A delegation from 
Eglise des Freres d'Haiti was present at the                             
conference and met with both the                                       
Haitian-Dominicans and the Dominican Iglesia de los 
Hermanos leaders to encourage reunification of the 
two church groups. Please pray for the leaders of 
both groups as they navigate the way forward. 

Spain 

The Iglesia de los Hermanos church in Leon is once 
again experiencing difficulties with their neighbors 
who have contacted police saying that the weekly 
church services are too loud. Please pray for the 
church in Leon and its neighbors during this difficult 
time. 

Global Food Initiative 

The following reports were received as follow up to                 
various GFI grants awarded around the world. All the 
organizations expressed their sincere thanks for these 
grants. We praise God for his faithfulness and provision. 

Trauma Healing and Reconciliation                                     
Services (THARS) in Burundi was able to use the  
administrative grant from the GFI for replacement 
of stolen chairs, a staff retreat, vehicle maintenance, 
staff salaries, and assistance to the Batwa children 
school lunch program. 

Fundacion Brethren y Unida (Brethren & United 
Foundation) in Ecuador used the funds to pay the 
salary and social security for the executive director 
and the farm manager, who had not been able to 
take a salary for the last few months of 2020. The 
executive director, Alfredo Merino, was especially 
thankful as he had been struggling spiritually and 
news of the gift gave him a much-needed lift. 

Bittersweet Ministries in Tijuana, Mexico, through 
Gilbert Romero shared that the funds were given             
to several key staff members in the daycare center   
and others involved with the various Bittersweet                    
Ministries. The funds were used for medical bills, to 
purchase a ventilator for a relative with COVID, and 
to buy snacks for children who come to the after-
school program. 

Proyecto Aldea Global (Project Global Village PAG) 
in Honduras through Chet Thomas said that the 
COVID grant was used to purchase new computers/
laptops for one of their offices as well as Internet 
service. This will benefit their Pastoral and Youth 
Scholarship Program, as many of their scholarship 
beneficiaries cannot afford to purchase an                     
electronic device and do not have Internet available 
to continue their studies from home. In Honduras, 
all public schools remain closed with only virtual                   
learning. Pray for the work of PAG in Honduras. 

http://www.brethren.org
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ORDAINED 

 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Drive, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 / 412-979-0067 / sharingpearls@comcast.net 

BEACHLEY, RONALD – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / rondbeachley@gmail.com 

BERKEBILE, WES – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 / 724-901-7058 / wes2375@comcast.net 

CONRAD, RICK—302 Carpenters Park Road, Davidsville, 15928 / 717-576-4729 / rickconrad0709@gmail.com 

DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / iamameliaderr@yahoo.com 

DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / pastorbutch@gmail.com 

GREEN, GARY – 4589 Somerset Pike, Hollsopple, 15935-8217 / 814-915-0227 / pamountainman42@aol.com 

HOUGHTON, SALLY - 124 Lindberg Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-3019 / 814-243-6448 / smh124@atlanticbb.net 

KABLER, ERIC—126 Clermont Street, Johnstown 15904-2132 / 814-266-2734 / eric.kabler@kablerthomas.com 

KENSINGER, JAMES - 329 Spackman Street, Seward, 15954-3117 / 814-446-1088 / kensingertj@verizon.net 

MANGES, JOHN – 137 Catskill Lane, Johnstown, 15904-7523 / 814-539-3332 / manges@atlanticbb.net 

MARSHALL, HOMER  - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MARSHALL, PATRICIA - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MOSORJAK, GARY – 1337 Roxbury Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-1224 / 814-619-4238 / wendel05@aol.com 

MYERS, GUY – 1271 Killiwhat Street, Johnstown, PA 15902-1224 / 814-536-2404 / pgmyers@atlanticbb.net 

PERUSO, RUSSELL – 151 Blackner Road, Johnstown, 15905 / 814-242-0549 / russperuso@gmail.com 

RUMMEL, DALE - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 16838-9006 / 732-809-9013 / (seasonal) 

RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St., Johnstown, 15905 / 814-322-7786 / New Day: 814-535-8202 / jrupert@new-day.org 

SMITH, A. HARRISON—506 Sciandro Drive, Greensburg, 15601 / 724-837-4491 

STEIN, ROBERT - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 / 724-438-2226 / crid@verizon.net 

SWICK, MICHAEL - 4127 Greenville Road, Meyersdale 15552-8518 / 814-634-8158 / preachmike101@comcast.net 

WALKER, JUDY—425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WALKER, LARRY - 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Road, Kittanning, 16201-4639 / 724 548-4901 / ejwestlake16@gmail.com 

YOUNG, FRANK – PO Box 251 Jerome, 15937 / 814-418-5930 / sfminc@hotmail.com 

 

LICENSED 
 
PISARSKI, STANLEY – 511 Thrasher Street, Johnstown, 15909 / 814-410-3685 / spisarski1017@gmail.com 

 

LAY SPEAKER 
 
HIMES, PATRICK—219 Wild Cat Road, Windber, 15963 / 814-418-2352 

RAMER, DONNA—102 Franklin Drive, Greensburg, 15601-1305 / 724 836-0594 

Available speakers 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

If your congregation, committee, or group would like to have information listed on the District Calendar, 

please send it in to the District Office by the 10th of each month. Thanks! 

 

MAY 2021 

2  - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY  

6  - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

6  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

8  - SVMC Class, District Office 

9  - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

13  - ASCENSION DAY 

15  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, Uniontown COB 

22   - SVMC Class, District Office 

22  - Pancake Breakfast, 7:00 am, Maple Spring COB 

23  - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday) 

31   - MEMORIAL DAY 

 

JUNE 2021 

5  - SVMC, District Office 

6  - Annual Conference Briefing, 3:00 pm, TBA 

19  - SVMC, District Office 

20  - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

30  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE begins, Virtual Conference 

 

JULY 2021 

4  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE ends, Virtual Conference 

4  - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

22  - Core Leadership Team 6:00 pm, (District Conference Business) 

31 - District Leadership Team, 9 am, TBA (District Conference Business) 

 

AUGUST 2021 

14   - SVMC, District Office 

28  - SVMC, District Office 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

6  - LABOR DAY 

9  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

11  - SVMC, District Office 

18  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

21  - DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

TBA  - Harmony Fest, Camp Harmony 

 

OCTOBER 2021 

3  - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

9   - SVMC, District Office 

16  - District Conference, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

23  - SVMC, District Office 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

5  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 p.m., District Office 

6  - FIFTEENTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

7  - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

13  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

20  - SVMC, District Office 

25  - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

28  - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 2021 

5  - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12  - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

19  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

24  - Christmas Eve 

25  - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

31  - NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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Prayer Calendar 
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