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STAFF: 

William W. Wenger 

Carole J. Horner 

Abby R. Shaffer 

Tina S. Lehman 

 

CONTACT: 

115 Spring Rd. 

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-7058           

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.westernpacob.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday ~ Friday 

8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm 

 

 

Please send all 
Highlights information 
to the District Office by 

the 10th. 

 

 
 
 
 
On April 1st, our District Spiritual Formation Team hosted a special event at 
Camp Harmony called “House of Prayer.”  It was a day of teaching by  
Richard LaFountain, a retired pastor from the Christian Missionary  
Alliance Church. Richard’s emphasis was upon “investing time in prayer,” 
and as part of that emphasis he honed in on the practice of being still  
before the Lord. He encouraged us to purposefully listen for God’s voice, 
waiting upon Him in His holy presence. 
 
     Since that event I have been trying to do what Richard suggested,  
beginning prayer times with 3 minutes of silent listening to the LORD.  It is 
difficult because of the many thoughts that flit through my mind.  But what 
I have found already, as I have done this, is the sense that there is much 
more to God’s glory, much more to His great power and faithfulness, than I 
have ever truly understood. It is so easy to talk to God “on the fly” and 
miss out on the realization that He is much greater than we feel or think. 
 
     Another thing that I took away from Richard’s teaching and from his 
story of his own ministry experience is how we need a great work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives and in our churches if we are to truly live life in the 
Kingdom of God.  For such a work of the Spirit we will need to invest  
ourselves in prayer.  To experience the greatness of God’s glory and power 
to a new degree will require the prayer life of our churches to be more than 
“talking to God on the fly.” 
 
    Do you hunger for a new and mighty work of God in your congregation?  
I do.  I hunger to see all of our District churches become “Houses of  
Prayer” where the presence of God is so great that people are transformed 
by His Word and Spirit every day. 
 
     If that is your heart’s desire, then I believe that Richard’s teaching is a 
good place to start.  Invest yourself anew in prayer and begin your prayers 
with a time of silence before God.  Hear His word: “Be still and know that I 
am God.”  In that stillness we will come to know Him better and see His 
power for our lives and ministries. 
 
     May you and your congregation hear the voice of the LORD in the  
silence of prayer. 
 
 
                                             Bill Wenger 
                                     Interim District Executive 
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District Office News 

 

June 2017  

Highlights Deadline 

May 10, 2017 

Please send all Highlights 
information to the District Office   

for this next issue.  

HOSPITALIZED 
 
 Please pray for Pastor Vince & Charlotte 

Cable as Charlotte is recovering at 
home after being in the hospital. 

 

 

NEED YOUR HELP 
 

If your congregation will produce a new  
directory in 2017, please drop off or send a 
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road, 

Hollsopple, 15935.  
 

It is very helpful to the District Office staff  
to have updated information from all the  

churches we serve. 
Thank you! 

LEADERSHIP  
 
Pastors 
Gary Green — Full Time, Brothersvalley 

SYMPATHY 
 
To the family of Pastor Vince Cable as his  
mother-in-law passed away in March. 
 
To the family of Pastor Manny Diaz who passed 
away in April. Manny had been a pastor in the 
Western PA District for many years. 

   NEW MEMBERS     
          

Fairchance Congregation 
 Beverly Matlick 
 Ken Bryson 
 Deb Bryson 
 Mary Brewer 
 
Meyersdale Congregation 
 Charlie Teets ll 
 Emily Teets 
 Lori Albright 
 Christopher Albright 
 Cory Albright 
 Diana M. Albright 
 Tristan Broadwater 

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 
 
The 2017 District Directory is available and has 
been sent via email and postal mail. 
 
If you would like a PDF or a paper copy, please 
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or 
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.  

DISTRICT DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 
Corrections and additions will be noted in the     
District HIGHLIGHTS as they are received.  
 
 
Page 9 - PHONE NUMBER CHANGE: James Ed 

Houghton – 814-255-2431 
 
Page 31—PHONE NUMBER CHANGE: Purchase 

Line - 724-254-9521 
 
Pages 31 & 41—ADDRESS CHANGE—Robert    

Thacker—3737 Purchase Line Road, Clymer, PA 
15728-6700 

 
Page 32—ADDRESS CHANGE—Salisbury 
COB—146 Union Street, Salisbury, 15558 
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AbbsTract     May 2017 
 
If Jesus came to church this week,  
would He recognize it as His own? 
 
Would He look around and see Himself 
exalted on the throne? 
 
Would He find us true and faithful; 
proven ready every day, 
 
Or would He find we’d given up 
the straight and narrow way? 
 
Would He peer inside our classrooms 
all filled with little souls, 
 
Or would He weep and sigh and mourn 
over empty Sunday rolls? 
 
Would Jesus feel at home 
in our worship and our praise, 
 
Would He marvel at our hearts 
completely open and ablaze? 
 
Would Jesus join our singing  
in a hearty baritone, 
 
Would He offer praise along with us 
as Mighty Cornerstone? 
 
Or would He look around the room 
and wonder at our song, 
 
And ask “Where’s the funeral?” 
“My children, what is wrong?” 
 
Would Jesus hear our prayer requests 
and gape in disbelief, 
 
To hear us only whine and wail 
and share our aches and grief? 
 
Or would He smile and nod His head 

at the joy we all exude 

As we come before the Lord our God 
in humble gratitude? 
 
Would Jesus witness loving care 
for every brother and sister, 
 

Or would He cringe to see us scorn 
and lie and hurt and blister? 
 
Would Jesus meet the aged and cheer 
for all the old apostles, 
 
Or would He be appalled to find them  
hard and lifeless as the fossils? 
 
Would the King of kings be pleased to find 
a deepening group of youth, 
 
Or would they simply ask for funds 
at their spaghetti dinner booth? 
 
If Jesus walked into the kitchen 
would He find them all malicious, 
 
Or would they let Him stay to help 
prepare and wash the dishes? 
 
If Jesus came to church this week,  
would He recognize it as His own? 
 
Would He look around and see Himself 
exalted on the throne? 
 
Is Jesus welcome in His church  
to take an inventory? 
 
Would Jesus want to stay awhile  
and demonstrate His glory? 
 

Acts 2:42-47 

    :) Abby                            
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Local Church/District News 
 
Calendar of Events 2017: 
 
May 5 & 6  Retreat at Camp Harmony 
 
June 8  Camp Day at Camp Harmony 
 

Mark your calendars,  
more information to follow! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Note from the Gifts Discernment Team 

 
I am asking all of you who are reading this, and 
are not already involved in the District Ministry, 
to set aside a time of prayer, to see if God 
would have you share your gift with the  
District. After praying, if you feel lead to serve 
the Lord in this way, then please contact the 
District Office and the Gifts Discernment Team 
will help you share your gifts.  
 
  Thank You,  
  Sandy Peterman  
  Chair, Gifts Discernment Team  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Older Adult Conference (NOAC)  

Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 
September 4—8, 2017 

 
Transportation to NOAC 
 
Camp Harmony is organizing transportation for 
anyone who is planning to attend NOAC this 
year. The cost for the trip is $225 which in-
cludes 2 breakfasts and 2 meals for the round-
trip, please call Camp at 814-798-2225 if you 
are interested and for more information. 

 
 
Miss Blair Stoner 
(official Chaplain 

at the Geiger 
Church of the 

Brethren)  
invites you to  

attend a special  
“Blessing of the 

Pets” celebration 
at the church pavilion  

Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 2:00 pm.  
 

This will be a very short service of dedication 
and blessing for pets of all types. All dogs must 
be on a leash and all other pets must be  
contained in carriers or cages.  
Join in the joy as we praise our creator for 
these precious additions to our lives. If you 
have any questions please contact Pastors John 
and Linda Stoner at 814-444-8800 or  
email: pastorsjandl@gmail.com. 

 
Strawberry Festival  

 
Shade Creek Ridge COB  

1623 Ridge Road  
Hooversville  

 
May 20, 2017  

4:00 pm—?  
 

Any donations given will benefit our orphan in 
Honduras. Thank you!  
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Local Church/District News 

 
“I will sing to the LORD, I will sing; I will make 
music to the LORD…” 
 
You are invited to join with the Roxbury Church 
of the Brethren for a special musical service on 
Sunday, May 7, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
 
Choirs from several area churches will be  
participating. Light refreshments and fellowship 
will follow the service in the social room. 
 
The Offering received will benefit Child  
Evangelism Fellowship of Cambria County. 
Those attending are asked to bring a  
non-perishable food item to be given to the 
Walnut Grove Food Pantry. 

Roxbury Church of the 
Brethren in conjunction 
with the Chan Soon-Shiong 
Medical Center at Windber 
is holding a Community 
Lab Blood Screening 
 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 7:00 am to 9:00 am 
 
Blood Screening—$30  
CBC (Hematocrit, Hemoglobin, MCV, MPV, Platelets, 
RBC, WBC, Differential) Albumin, ALK. Phosphatase, 
Bilirubin, Direct & Total, BUN, Calcium, Chloride, 
Cholesterol;, CO2, Creatinine, Free T4, GFR, GGT, 
Glucose, HDL, Iron, LDH, LDL, Phosphorus, Potassi-
um, ALT, AST, Sodium, Total Protein, Triglyceride, 
TSH, URIC Acid 
 
Additional Tests Offered: PSA—$20,  
Hemoglobin A1C—$20, Vitamin D Level—$35 
 
Please call 814-467-3961 to schedule an  
appointment. A 12 to 14 hour fast is  
recommended. You do not need to be a patient 
of a Windber Physician to participate; patients 
of any physician are welcome. 
 

NO PHYSICIAN ORDER IS NEEDED!  
WALK-INS  WELCOME! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Giant Yard Sales at Roxbury Church Grove 
Saturday June 10, 2017 
Saturday July 8, 2017 

Saturday August 5, 2017 
From 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 
Vendors Needed!! Refreshments Available 

Come see what great bargains you can find! 
 

Rental Space: 20’’ x 20”  
$10.00 a space (bring your own tables) 

 
Reservations can be made by calling the church  

at 814-536-6716; lots of vendor spaces are 
available if you are unable to make a  

reservation. 
 

Roxbury Church of the Brethren Grove 
along Somerset Pike—Route 985 

Roxbury Church of the Brethren  
Recreation Area 
 
Are you looking for a nice 
level area to have a family 
reunion, birthday party, 
graduation party,  
anniversary party, etc.?? 
 
The Roxbury Church of the Brethren Grove is 
located along Route 985 (Somerset Pike), 9 
miles north of Jennerstown, 8 miles south of the 
Roxbury section of Johnstown. 
 
We offer facilities which include a pavilion, full 
kitchen, indoor restrooms, softball field,  
volleyball area, horseshoe pits, charcoal pits, 
and swings. The grounds sit beside a small 
stream where children at picnics often like to 
entertain themselves. 
 
Each year the reservations are taken for  
individuals outside the church family as of 
March 1st on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
A complete set of guidelines may be obtained 
and any questions answered through the church 
office at 814-536-6716. 
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Please be in  
prayer for:  
 

Our      
communities 

 

Local Church/District News  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B-D-M 

Needs Your Help! 
 

Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.  
If  you are interested in being a part of future 
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for 

more information at 814-539-8530  
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net  

 
Other than the day trips to New Windsor all  

weeklong trips will be announced as the  
information becomes available. 

 
2017 Schedule  

   
THANK YOU  

 Day Trips 
Thursday, June 8 
Tuesday, June 27 
 
Thursday, August 10 
Tuesday, August 29 
 
Thursday, October 12 
Tuesday, October 24 
 
Thursday, Dec. 7 
Tuesday, Dec. 19 

Week  Trips                                      
July 9 - 15            
South Carolina       
with Beaver Creek, Mid 
- Atlantic 

                    
September 3 - 9        
Project #2              
with Brownsville, Mid - 
Atlantic 

                          
October 1 - 7                   
South Carolina       
with (open) 

 

Please read and share! 
 

There are many ways to volunteer in the  
District, whether in be through Camp Harmony 
or the Brethren Home Community Windber; at 

events such as the District Auction; or even 
happenings in your own congregation.  

 
The Outreach and Service Team of the District 
Leadership Team is still looking for volunteers  

to be the Western PA District Brethren  
Heritage and Peace Representative. As the 

Heritage and Peace Representative you would 
be asked to do the following: 

 
1. Help promote peace education by  
interacting with individuals, pastors, and  
congregations. 
 
2. Share peace education materials and  
instruction with the youth in our District by 
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at 
Camp Harmony, and other group settings  
arranged by the District Children and Youth 
Ministry Coordinator. 
 
3. Work with the District Outreach and Service 
Team in any way that the Team can help the  
representative with the above responsibilities. 
 
4. Report annually to the District Outreach and 
Service Team as to the work that has been  
accomplished in a given year. 
 
Please contact Marsha Smith at 814-535-2213 

or charmar467@atlanticbb.net  
if you are  interested in serving. 

 
 

mailto:hjewald@atlanticbb.net
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Events at the Penn Run  

Christian Outreach Center  
(located directly across the street from the  

Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  
 

PA Dutch Buffet - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Saturday, May 6, 2017 

 
Starting in November 2016, the buffet will be a Pas-

ta Buffet, and we alternate each month.  
Same time and same place! 

Call the church office at 724-463-0420 for more  
information. 

 
Annual Indoor Yard Sale 

Saturday, June 3, 2017—8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

10’ x 10’ spaces are available to rent for $10 
Contact Lori Fackler at 724-349-2929 for more 

information. 
 

Annual Home & Craft Show 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Many vendors and home party consultants will 
be there as well as a silent auction, a pie  

auction and lots of good food! 

Local Church/District News 

151st Annual  
Western PA District Conference 
 
October 21, 2017—9:00 am 
 
Camp Harmony 
1414 Plank Road, Hooversville 
 
Reports: If you are responsible for submitting a 
report for the District Conference booklet, you 
will be contacted in June. The deadline to  
submit reports will be July 15, 2017. 
 
Displays: Groups that would like to have  
displays in the exhibit area will be sent  
registration forms in mid-July. Please be sure  
to send the completed form back as soon as  
possible so a table can be set up for you. 
 
Registration: District Conference Registration 
Packets will be sent out by the first week of  
August. 
 
If you have any questions, please call the  
District Office. 
 

Salisbury COB w ill be        
hosting an evening of music 
and fellowship featuring        
Dan Becker, Christian singer/
songwriter from Johnstown PA. 

Sunday, May 21, 2017  
at 7:00 pm 

Salisbury COB Faith Factory 
153 Union Street, Salisbury 
(across the street from the church) 
 
For more information: Contact Tammy Hoover 
at 814-662-4268 
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Please continue to pray  
for the situation in Nigeria.           

Remember them daily as we all 
pray for peace to come to that 

devastated region.  
 

Visit www.brethren.org  
for more information. 

Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Job Openings: I f you are interested in 
job opportunities through the Church of the 
Brethren, open positions can be found at 
http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I have a lot more things to tell you, but I’d rather not 
use pen and ink. I hope to be there soon in person 
and have a heart-to-heart talk. Peace to you. The 
friends here say hello. Greet our friends there by 

name. 
3 John 13-14 The Message  

ARE YOU A DR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN, 
LPN, OR EMT? 
 
The First Aid Office at Annual  
Conference in Grand Rapids is  
looking for  DR.’s, RN’s, LPN’s and 
EMT’s who would be willing to  
volunteer a few hours during  
Annual Conference this summer.  Dr. Rosalie 
McBride of Northern Indiana District is  
coordinating the First Aid Office this summer 
in Grand Rapids and would be glad to hear 
from willing volunteers!  Please contact her 
at: rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com 

Young Adult           

Conference 

May 26 - 28, 2017 

Camp Harmony,     

Hooversville, PA  

Young Adult Conference 
(YAC) offers people ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy 
fellowship, worship, recreation, Bible study, service 
projects and more… with other fantastic young 
adults! 

 Registration ($150) includes food, lodging and 

programming! 

 Scholarships: Upon request, we will send a let-

ter to your congregation asking them to provide 

a $75 scholarship. Make your request by April 

1. Scholarships are also available to BVSers 

who are currently serving. 

 
A non-refundable deposit of $75 is due within two 
weeks of registering 
 
Questions? Contact Becky Ullom Naugle in the 
Youth/Young Adult Ministry Office 
at bullomnaugle@brethren.org or 847-429-4385.  

Annual Conference 2017 

June 28 – July 2 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  

DeVos Convention Center 

 

Register by June 5, 2017. 

More info is listed on the next page 

 

If you have any questions please contact the 
Annual Conference Office  

at 800-323-8039 
Fax: 847-742-1618 

annualconference@brethren.org  

http://www.brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/about/employment.html
http://www.brethren.org/about/employment.html
mailto:rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com
mailto:bullomnaugle@brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/yac/documents/yac-2017-brochure.pdf
mailto:annualconference@brethren.org
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

 

Church of the Brethren 

Annual Conference 

Annual Conference Family Member 
Registration 

Many wonderful opportunities are available for family members at Annual     
Conference in Grand Rapids! As well as many Annual Conference opportunities, 
families can enjoy museums and sightseeing in the area. Annual Conference  
registration for Current High School and younger are free, but must be       
registered and receive a name tag. Online Delegate and Non-delegate         
registration ends June 5, 2017. Delegate and Non-delegate fees are higher for 
those waiting to register onsite in Grand Rapids. 

Even if you are already registered as a Delegate or Non-delegate, you can return 
to the website to register family members, purchase an extra booklet, order meal 
event tickets, register children for activities and much more.  

Register for Children’s and Youth Activities  

Children and youth activity coordinators at Annual Conference are offering a 
myriad of opportunities for adventure and learning. From Bible stories of Jesus, 
arts and crafts, and free-play centers for toddlers to a trip to Michigan’s          
Adventure for the Sr. High youth. All ages will hear about Church of the Brethren 
organizations and opportunities. A picnic lunch, outdoor games, trips to the zoo, 
the Children’s Museum, the Planetarium and much more are planned for the   
children and youth. For detailed information about all Age Group Activities go to 
http://www.brethren.org/ac/2017/activities/age-group/ 

Note: Children's and Youth Activity registration and fees are in addition 
and  separate from their Annual Conference registration.  

Registering for activities in advance helps the coordinators plan for the number 
of participants. Please try to do so before June 5 for the lower advance          
registration fee. All activity fees increase for those who register children or youth 
onsite in Grand Rapids. 

Parents can register their children or youth for Age Group Activities even if the 
family is already registered for Annual Conference: go directly to the Age Group 
Activities section.  

After registering for activities, DON’T FORGET to fill out the Medical Record and 
Permission Form. Go to https://cobrethren.wufoo.com/forms/mucwrk106b02dv/ 
to fill out the form and submit it online. Only filling out this form does not        
automatically register your child for activities. 

Go to www.brethren.org/ac for more information about Annual       
Conference 2017 

http://www.brethren.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsupport.brethren.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3D8hel2zzK__gLDy3RCUA4sA&data=01%7C01%7Ctlehman%40brethren.org%7C97e718870e104f8fe74908d47c63cf65%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1&sdata=lX2bIf0QHR0UTn0Z
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Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

Global Mission Updates 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Vietnam 

Pray for an initiative of South Saigon International School students to raise public 
awareness for blindness in Vietnam. Part of the Global Issues Network, the students 
are seeking to raise funds for infants and children in need of vision-saving surgeries. 

Global Mission worker Grace Mishler also requests prayer for several Vietnamese fami-
lies whose children need surgeries and other treatments to prevent total blindness. In 
one of these families, a grandmother is caring for a visually impaired infant after the 
mother abandoned him. Continue to pray for the obstacles to visual disability care in 
Vietnam, which include lack of resources and ongoing stigma. 
 
 

Venezuela 

Give thanks for multiple recent baptisms  
in two congregations of Iglesia de los       
Hermanos, the developing church in  
Venezuela. Pray for the burgeoning    
Brethren movement there, as it grows 
both in members and in its social  
outreach ministries such as distributions  
of clothing and medicine. Venezuela  
recently was approved as a mission  
project by the Mission and Ministry Board 
of the Church of the Brethren. 
 
 
 

Rwanda 

Pray for the continued work of Evangelistic Training Outreach Ministries of Rwanda 
(ETOMR). This ministry, led by pastor Etienne Nsanzimana, provides land access and 
agricultural supplies to families of the Batwa pygmy group whose traditional  
subsistence from hunting and gathering has been lost to forest destruction. The Batwa 
often face discrimination and lack of formal education. ETOMR facilitates collective 
farming to enhance a sense of community and provide training. The ministry receives 
support from the Global Food Initiative. 
 
 

Russia 

Pray for all victims of an explosion in the metro system of St. Petersburg, Russia's  
second-largest city. Pray for strength and healing for those who were wounded. Pray 
for solace for those who lost loved ones. Pray that St. Petersburg residents and Russian 
officials find peace and avoid fear-based retaliation. 

Pastors of a Church of the Brethren congregation in Venezuela 
baptize a new member. Photo courtesy of Joel Peña.  

http://www.brethren.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsupport.brethren.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3Dp-UkXAPex7FPxwkyE2376g&data=01%7C01%7Ctlehman%40brethren.org%7C0fc9a982604245238f7608d46fdf7b5d%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1&sdata=GeUOiqABi5T8UMqE
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsupport.brethren.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DxqtNY1cU9JrQv__rdM4hJw&data=01%7C01%7Ctlehman%40brethren.org%7C0fc9a982604245238f7608d46fdf7b5d%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1&sdata=F7ROOvZIDQPDJ8SB
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsupport.brethren.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DxqtNY1cU9JrQv__rdM4hJw&data=01%7C01%7Ctlehman%40brethren.org%7C0fc9a982604245238f7608d46fdf7b5d%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1&sdata=F7ROOvZIDQPDJ8SB
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Global Mission Updates 
Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

United States 

Pray for the leaders of the Church of the Brethren Workcamp 
Ministry as they travel on site visits and continue planning for 
the 2017 season. Pray for the youth and adults who have 
committed to spend part of their summer in service to  
others. 
 
Give thanks for the service of Kristen Hoffman as the  
Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) program assistant with 
Brethren Disaster Ministries. She has held this position since 
September of 2015. Pray for Kristen as she moves to Kansas 
and seeks opportunities there.  
 
 

South Sudan 

Pray that God's solace may embrace families of seven aid 
workers who were killed in an ambush while driving to  
deliver food. The four South Sudanese and three Kenyans worked for a local  
organization called GRADO (Grass Roots Empowerment for Development Organization). 
As parts of South Sudan suffer from famine, aid agencies report that the attack may 
hinder future deliveries of humanitarian aid. Pray for an end to the violence, so that all 
may be fed and peace may reign. Pray for the safety of all those working for good in 
South Sudan, including Global Mission worker Athanasus Ungang. 
 
 

Nigeria 

Praise God for the Majalisa, or annual  
conference, of ZME, the women’s fellowship  
of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). Over 
1,000 women from within and outside of  
Nigeria gathered at the EYN headquarters  
in Kwarhi to take part in the event, which  
included worship, reporting, the giving of  
donations, and even a Bible quiz  
competition.  
 
Meeting for the first time since EYN  
headquarters were displaced by Boko Haram, the  
conference focused on the theme "Let Us Forgive 
One Another," based on Luke 11:4. 
 
 

CDS program assistant Kristen Hoffman,  
displaying some of the dolls donated for  
children’s trauma healing in Nigeria.  
Photo courtesy of CDS.  

Some of the 1,000 participants of the  
annual conference for ZME, EYN's  

women's fellowship. Photo courtesy of 
Zakariya Musa. 

http://www.brethren.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsupport.brethren.org%2Fsite%2FR%3Fi%3DgWbQLaD_r5sKT_jRpnCvKg&data=01%7C01%7Ctlehman%40brethren.org%7Ce65f8d023505426f1e3208d4755fff45%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1&sdata=q7EeKYDCLNHIFA0k


 AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST - May 2017 
 
 

ORDAINED 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067 
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830 
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058 
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758 
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262 
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262 
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206 
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431 
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431 
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734 
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088 
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332 
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073 
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073 
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422 
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. -110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026 
RUMMEL, DALE E.  - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal) 
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786   New Day – 814 535-8202 
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491 
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226 
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158 
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260 
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260 
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901 
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758 
YOUNG, FRANK P.  – PO Box 251, Jerome, 15937 – 814-418-5930 
 

LICENSED 
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386 
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489 
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722 
HORNER, TAMMY - 124 Whysong Lane, Johnstown, 15906 – 814-244-0958 
SHAFFER, ABBY R. -(office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181 
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753 
 

LAY SPEAKER 
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION:  Several groups of students have been continuing their 

post-high school educational programs with clinical practice at our Home.  Students 

from the Greater Johnstown Career and Technology Center enrolled in the Certified 

Nursing Assistant curriculum spent a rotation from February 6 – March 30 on our 

nursing floors.  Students enrolled in the Culinary Arts curriculum at the Hiram G. 

Andrews Center in Johnstown are spending internships with our dietary department.  

The students not only receive experience in their chosen field, but many of them 

become Home employees following their graduation.  

 

NURSE PRACTITIONER JOINS STAFF:  Lisa Partsch, a Nurse Practitioner employed 

by Trident USA Mobile Medical Services, is currently practicing at our Home. Lisa is a 

graduate of Duquesne University with a post masters certificate in Forensic Nursing with 

a focus in Elder Law.  She worked as a registered nurse for 11 years, and has been a 

nurse practitioner for 16 years.  Lisa’s primary function is to provide primary care 

services for our residents in cooperation with our Home nurses.  She can diagnose and 

treat common medical problems, working in conjunction with Home physicians, Drs. 

Gray and Hoffman.   

 

COTTAGER’S LUNCHEON:  The monthly cottager’s luncheon is held to encourage a 

sense of community for those living at Orchard Point, Taufer Place, and Coventry Place.  

The Home dietary department provides a delicious luncheon, and a variety of 

entertainment and fellowship follows. At the April luncheon, cottager Brenna Mackall 

was able to share prints of photographs taken by her son, David Coleman.  He used an 

airborne drone to take some unique shots of the entire campus, and close ups of the 

individual buildings. 

 

AUXILIARY SHOE PROJECT:  The Auxiliary Shoe Project will continue through June 

30.  We have already collected 1,400 pairs of shoes and have approximately two 

months remaining in the project.  Donations may be delivered to the Home any week 

day from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM.  Call Activities director Susan Haluska at 814.361.6466 

with questions.  Thanks to everyone who has so generously participated in our shoe 

projects!   



MARCH RUMMAGE SALE:  Thanks to everyone who was able to support our March 

rummage sale either by donating goods, or shopping with us.  Sale director Chris 

Knepper and her volunteers were able to raise approximately $2,000 that will be used 

for improvements around the Home.  The next sale will be held in July, donations for 

that sale may be brought to the Laundry any weekday from 7 AM – 3 PM.   

 

WALNUT GROVE FOOD PANTRY DONATION:  Each year, the dietary department 

makes a donation to the Walnut Grove Food Pantry from non-perishable food items 

collected during the annual hydration show.  This year pantry director Ken Reed 

received over 160 pounds of food and a donation of $38 from the event, and our 

residents and staff once again enjoyed delicious fruit smoothies. 

 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS:  Each spring we tabulate the number of hours given 

by volunteers to support the work of the Home.  Once again this year, the time given by 

our volunteers exceeds 5,000 hours. We would like to thank those who give of their time 

and talents to style hair, transport residents to activities, sew, send mailings, work at 

rummage sales, entertain, do clerical work, or simply visit our residents.  Your 

generosity is greatly appreciated!  

 

HELP FOR OUR HOME:  As was explained in the April Highlights, our Home has been 

experiencing financial difficulties.  On relatively short notice, we have been required to 

complete costly improvement projects to our physical plant as well as our record 

keeping systems.  We have been working to improve our financial situation, and feel 

that our board has been able to institute changes that will help cut costs and eventually 

return us to fiscal stability.  However for the next few months, supplemental income will 

be crucial to our budget.  For 96 years, we have been providing care for seniors and 

benevolent funds for those in need; we are now asking that congregations give prayerful 

consideration to a love gift for the Home’s general fund.  

Please direct donations to Finance director Donna Locher at: Church of the Brethren 

Home, 277 Hoffman Avenue, Windber, PA 15963.   

 

               A person’s most useful asset  
               Is not a head full of knowledge, 
               But a heart full of love, 
               An ear ready to listen, 
               And a hand willing to help others. 



 
 

 

  A ministry of the Church of the Brethren 

       1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158 

Hooversville, PA 15936-0158 
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org 

http://www.campharmony.org 

(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225 

 

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and always 

getting into trouble for Jesus.”  Quote from Dan West . . .  

Future Events 

Music Dinner Night  - April 29 – See poster 

District Women’s Ministry Retreat – May 5/6 

Pastor Joe’s Family Retreat – May 12/13 

Fire Wood Days – May 12/13 

Steak Dinner at Pleasant Hill – May 19 

Run the Plank – May 20 

Trinity Presbyterian Church Family Retreat – May 19/20 

 

* * * * * * * 

FISH FRY AND LENTEN SERVICE 

Thank you for attending the first Fish Fry and Lenten Service at Camp Harmony.  We had over 

80 persons at the Fish Fry and over 120 at the Lenten Service.  It was a fun and inspirational 

night for all.  We also wanted to thank all those who gave to the Lenten offerings.  The total 

was $1630.00 – Thank you so much. 

* * * * * * *  

 

2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”  
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that 

the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District 

contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated.   The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM” 

now has 30 families including some congregations for a total of $1,824.  Thank you so much 

for your donations and prayers. 

* * * * * * * 

 

NEWS UPDATE 

After nine years and thousands of dollars dealing with all the problems of our Sand Mounds, 

one was opened last year under the direction of our township and DEP supervisors and they 

mandated that the biggest mound be fixed.  This direction will keep Camp open and functioning 

while we also work with connecting Brougher retreat center to the system.  Please don’t hesitate 

to come and see the progress.  Donations are being accepted for this ongoing  Clean Water 

Project.  God has been sending us the proper individuals to keep your ministry going. If you 

have any questions or concerns, feel free to ask. 

  

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of 

creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and 

with one another 

CAMP HARMONY 



Camp
Harmony



 

814-798-5885 
harmony@campharmony.org Register online at www.campharmony.org 

Greetings Racers!  The thrill of the race, the pumping adrenaline, the beautiful destinations and the journey that takes you 
there - these are only a few of the reasons why you run. We also know how great it is when you can give back by running 
your race! For 9 years, Camp Harmony has held the Run the Plank 5K/10K Run/Walk to benefit the Camper Scholarship Fund 
and help more children have the opportunity to attend summer camp. Last year, over 50 campers were able to benefit from 
the Camper Scholarship Fund. We would like to see that number continue to grow and provide you with a quality racing 
experience! Here are the details on this year’s Run the Plank 5K/10K Run/Walk: 
 

Date:  Saturday, May 20, 2017    Registration: 8:00 AM, Faith Hall Porch 
        Race Time: 9:00 AM, Faith Hall Parking Lot 
Course:  New for 2017! The course begins with ¾ of a mile on Camp up and around Heritage Lodge and back to our 
  main entrance.  Once at Plank Road we make a left and travel down past the beautiful Quemahoning  
  Reservoir to the parking lot just past the dam for the finish line.  We will bus participants back up to Camp. 
Divisions: Male 11 & under, 12-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over 
  Female 11 & under, 12-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over 
Awards: Medals will be awarded for first, second, and third place male and female runners in each race (10K Run, 5K 
  Run, 5K Walk, and Kids Fun Run) 
  Ribbons will be awarded for first, second, and third place male and female runners in each age group listed 
  above for each race (10K Run, 5K Run, and 5K Walk) 

NAME: ______________________________________  GENDER:   Female Male 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
CITY: __________________________________ STATE: __________ ZIP: ____________________ 
PHONE: _______________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________________ 
BIRTHDATE: _________________________   AGE ON RACE DATE: ___________ 
 

EVENTS: 
___ 10K (6.2 miles) RUN 
___ 5K (3.1 miles) RUN 
___ 5K (3.1 miles) WALK 
___ Kids Fun Run (Free, Ages 5-11) 
 

T-SHIRT SIZE (10K & 5K): 
___ Small   ___ Medium 
___ Large   ___ X-Large 
___ Other:____________ 

REGISTRATION FEES (includes t-shirt): 
_____ Pre-Register (by 5/10) $25 
_____ Late Registration* $30 
*Registrations received after May 10

 
are 

considered late and not guaranteed a t-shirt* 

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT: (Must be signed to participate in the race) 
In consideration of your accepting this entry, I, the below signed, intending to be legally bound for myself, my heirs, my 
executors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against the race, it's 
sponsors and their representatives, successors, and assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in said event.  I attest that 
I will participate in this event as a footrace, that I am physically fit and sufficiently trained for the completion of the event. 
Furthermore, I hereby grant full permission to use my name and likeness, as well as any photographs and any record of this 
event in which I may appear for any legitimate purpose, including advertising and promotion.  
Signature:  ________________________________________________________________Date: __________________  
Signature of Parent or Guardian if participant is under 18:  ________________________________________________ 

Detach here and mail in with registration fee 

MAIL REGISTRATION TO: Camp Harmony - P.O. Box 158 - 1414 Plank Road - Hooversville, PA 15936 

5K/10K 

RUN OR 

WALK 

New course 
For 2017! 





 Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW 
Form B that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact 
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the 
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contacts has been sent 
to your congregations and contacts. Please be sure to review the material 
provided on Form B and make updates as they are needed. Complete 
addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as well as email 
addresses, if they are available.  

 In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2016/2017 had been sent from the COB Stewardship 
Office and was due by December 1, 2016.   If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship 
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361.  A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also 
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless 
reporting. 

 The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of April 20. ALL of these informational 
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and 
they provide a copy for the District Office.  If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181.  Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.  
Thanks! 

 

Church 
Code 

 
Church Name 

 
Form A 

 
Form B 

 
2016 Statistical Report 

 
Additional Officers 

 
Self-Allocation 

37-010 Arbutus      

37-015 Beachdale      

37-020 Bear Run      

37-030 Berkey      

37-050 Bethel      

37-060 Brothersvalley      

37-068 Canaan      

37-070 Center      

37-080 Center Hill      

37-090 Conemaugh      

37-100 Connellsville      

37-110 County Line                         

37-130 Elbethel      

37-140 Erie Community United      

37-150 Fairchance      

37-160 Fair View      

37-170 Farmington Bethel      

37-190 Geiger      

37-195 Good Samaritan      

37-200 Greensburg      

37-210 Greenville      

37-220 Hooversville      

37-230 Hostetler      

37-240 Hyndman      

37-250 Indiana      

37-310 Ligonier First      

37-320 Locust Grove      

37-340 Maple Glen      

37-350 Maple Grove      

37-360 Maple Spring      

37-380 Meyersdale      

37-390 Middlecreek      

37-400 Monroeville      

37-410 Montgomery      

 

http://www.brethren.org/stewardship


 
 

Church 
Code 

 
Church Name 

 

 
Form A 

 
Form B 

 
2016 Statistical Report 

 
Additional Officers 

 
Self-Allocation 

37-260 Morrellville      

37-420 Mount Joy      

37-430 Mount Pleasant      

37-270 Moxham      

37-440 Nanty Glo      

37-450 Natrona Heights      

37-460 Oakdale      

37-470 Penn Run      

37-475 Pike Run      

37-480 Pleasant Hill      

37-500 Plumcreek      

37-505 Purchase Line      

37-508 Rayman      

37-510 Robinson      

37-520 Rockton      

37-530 Rockwood      

37-280 Roxbury      

37-540 Rummel      

37-550 Salisbury      

37-560 Scalp Level      

37-570 Shade Creek/Ridge      

37-580 Sipesville      

37-590 Somerset      

37-620 Ten Mile      

37-630 Tire Hill      

37-635 Union Chapel      

37-640 Uniontown      

37-290 Walnut Grove      

37-645 Way of Hope     ● 

37-300 Westmont      

37-650 Windber      

37-660 Wooddale      

       

       

 

 



2017 District Events and Meetings 

 
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office 

ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you. 
 
EVENTS ARE CODED AS... 

 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS 
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print 
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS 

SUGGESTIONS FOR USE... 
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES. 
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions. 
 Keep your calendar updated. 

 

 

MAY 2017 

4 - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

4 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m. 

5-6 - District Women’s Retreat – Camp Harmony 

7 - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 

11 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

14 - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

15 - District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m. 

20 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Mount Joy Church 

22 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

25 - ASCENSION DAY 

29 - MEMORIAL DAY 

29 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

JUNE 2017 

4 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday) 

4 - Annual Conference Briefing, Geiger COB, 3:00 p.m. 

8 - DWM, Camp Day, Camp Harmony 

18 - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

19 - District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m. 

19 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

26 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

28 -ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

JULY 2017 

2 - ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Grand Rapids, Michigan 

4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

20 - Core Leadership Team 6 p.m.,  (District Conference Business) 

24 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

28 - District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church (District Conference Business)  

31 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



AUGUST 2017 

3 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m. 

12 - ACTS Class, District Office 

21 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

26 - ACTS Class, District Office 

28 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

4 - LABOR DAY 

7 - Key Ladies Luncheon, BHCW 

9  - ACTS Class, District Office 

14 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

18 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

21 - DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

23 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

23 - HARMONY FESTIVAL at Camp Harmony 

25 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER 2017 

1 - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

5 - District Women’s Fall Rally, Pettikoffer House 

7 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

21 - District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

23 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

28 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

30 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2017 

2 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m. 

4 - TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

5 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

9 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

11 - ACTS Class, Pleasant Hill COB 

18 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA 

20 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

23 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

26 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

27 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

DECEMBER 2017 

3 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9 - CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come 

10 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

17 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

18 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

25 - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

? - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

31 - NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PLEASE NOTE 
Dates will be added or 
changed as needed.  If your 
District group, team, or 
committee has additions or 
changes to this calendar, 
please contact the District 
Office as soon as possible.  
Your help is much 
appreciated! 
 


