THE HIGHLIGHTS

Western PA District Church of the Brethren March 2026

Submission
I n our society today, it seems that people want wh
ot hers. Humans generally desire varying degrees of
power to afect the |lives of others.
To my point, the following was stated in Psychol og

People Want to Be in Charge?
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Ok, so why does this mat 2

proaching the season of |
the 40 days of temptaton

sm by John the Baptst.
erness and temptaton by
used®@Safans of comfort
trates his unending dev
esus remains strong 1in
he Father. Throughout J
ubmi ssion to God.

n +~aan o

Examples of submissi®@®nutom&obd, powengandi agt Bodi t vy,
scriptures.

-David and King Saul : David served under King Saul ,
Dawi drefusal to kil Saul, despite havd ngndihret eodp ploe
Samuel 24:6) .

-Mos es: Moses submited to God's authority by Il eadir
He obeyed God's commands, demonstratng submission
Phar aoh.

-Mary, the mother of Jesus, exemplifed submission v

Son of God.dHam nGhep difelankte, 1: 38)
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FROM THE DISTRICT OFFICE

These are just a few of the e
as we traverse Lent and Easte
Jesus ofers the wultmate examp

WW%W’% MNot my will , &utukyeo W2r2s ,4 2be dlc

highlights His willingness to
%dﬁ{ﬁ“ﬁ& face of immense sufering. |In

crucifxion and shed bl ood, sa
é@ Z ofered to each of wus.

Christanity is al/l about subn
; LUKE 22142 honoring his power and aw@®thor
hae TN prayer, we state, " Your wil

Mat hewl 36 :N0l V
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KSI @Sy® mm DA@GS dza G2RIF& 2dz2NJ RIFAf& OoNBFR® mH ! yR 7T
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Think about that for a @oweht, wet are poayoung will
the @ oRrdayer without considering what we are sayi ng
for.

Years ago, as | was beginning my call to ministry.
about submitng to God. Il concur, and for all of wus
As we observe the season of Lent, | challenge each
a real test of our faith, as we too ofen choose ou
about individual control and power, but just the o

B essings,

Pastor Chris Forry
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FROM THE DISTRICT OFFICE

The Highlights

April 2026
Issue 1s The 2026 DistricitDiseveoyyhies pfow
availabl e. I f you shav e tuapndyad wefEld a ma $ o «
March 10, 2026 changes, pl ease fsreom ahlemhe aeleur c
Pl easgosendnf d¥Ssmdt &% that_l c_a}nopub_tbegrega'mohewi
tdlehman@br.ethredno?rbe Hi ghl igawsdi r eaapolreya sfeo rs e
one to:
Any questons, pllease contact me
atl ehman@bret hr enWestgern PA Distri
DISTRICT STAFF: or -81B181. 115 Spring Road
District Minister Team Thank youl! Hol |l soppl e, |159
Pete Kaltenbaugh
mdal epastorpete@domcastTinnea Thank you!

Ruby Mader
redhatvicar @yaho

Chris Forry
exitl0dunkar d@ho

Financial Clerk: Amy B owmain Page 5:
wpacob@atlantcbb.Tht | RS mil ealgle rate for 2026
District Secretary: Ti na Lehma® 72. 5 cents B%movﬁﬂ Ren Bppehlsey
tlehman@brethren.®share this inf&°WH¢LRKE doedreg?)taes_
tors and availllable speakers

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS:
Mond-d8yhur sday**

8:30-3am0 pm Somerset COB, <chang
Bam@ ophone numbejr t
81822159

Page 22:

**Closed every F

Financial Clerk is in

Tuesday & Thursdayhe

District Of
9: 00 am to 3:00 pMonday through
week from 8: 30
wi | | be closed

CONTACT US:

115 Spring Road The Financial C

Hol l sopple, PA 159f3ge Tuesdays a
The District Ad
814723181 will be in the

Website: www. westERhpadadh. org
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ACROSS THE DISTRICT

s “PRAYER
FOR LENT

Dear Jesus,

During this season of Lent, let me
* remember all that you have done for me.
P Help me to reflect upon the ultimate
sactifice and pain that you went through

for us. As I make a few of my own

" sacrificgs, help me to stay strong and
\commiteed to this Lenten journey and use
&y efforts as an opportunity to deepen my
"féhtionship with you. In moments where I
struggle, remind me of the in‘comparable

sactifice and _struggles that ydu endured.

Guide my heart and mind to Stay focused

| on your love and glory

In Jesus' nAiera;; Amen.

_pinterest. com/falthfllledyou

ArbutusCOBSunday Services arle s
at 9:h0tOpsa:mi / arbutuscob. o g/
Freedom Church (IndianaCOB)s er vi ces ar e o
book (Freedom Church Facebo
(@Freedom@BujEh

GeigerCOBSunday Services are on
at 10h3@sam/ www. facebook. co

groups/ 1709517105945633

HostetlerCOBSu nd ay
at 10: 30 am
ht ps:/ /] www.

facebook. com/

MeyersdaleCOBS u n d ay
at 10: 30 am
ht ps:// www.

facebook.-Clomy

Services ane o

Hos

Services ar e

pleo

Offh-Br et hren/ 10006441281Q0727

eav=AfZ hZTDROBT2145U0RS®6
ZM81 Dl 00

RummelCOBYoOu can | isten to
on their church website
ht ps:// rummel church. com/

SalisburyCOBSunday Services ar
at 10: 30 am

ht ps:// www. f ac e bGhoukio dcHe en/

Bret-ht1 2422968870314

WalnutGroveCOBSunday Services
at 10: 00 am
ht ps:// www. facebook. com/

bt O

vV6Ff Xuzf RIn8YRI1NQq

Wa |
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpeople%2FMeyersdale-Church-Of-The-Brethren%2F100064412810727%2F%3Feav%3DAfZ_hZTDR0BT2145UoR6btO6zS69_LKf8aq-ZM8lDIo0J_v6FfXuzfhRJn8YR1Nqs9g%26ref%3Dpy_c%26paipv%3D0&data=05%7

ACROSS THE DISTRICT

Cbntmumg

= the work
of lesus

Peacefully. Simply. Together.

January 21, 2026

Hello-

No matter what the circumstances, grief is a painful process. We are writing to let
you know about a GriefShare grief support group for people dealing with the
death of a family member or friend. '

At GriefShare you'll watch a weekly video with counsel and insights from respected
grief experts and relatable personal stories—followed by a time of sharing and
support. Session topics include what's normal in grief; how to handle difficult
emotions; and what to do with regrets, questions, and worries.

There is no cost to join the group and materials will be provided.
Please join us on Wednesday, 3/4/25 @ 3:000m. Folks are welcome to come in

person or join us online. You are welcome to join. any session within the time
frame. Our address is 7269 Franklin Rd, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066. Our meeting

information and registration may be found at:
https://find.griefshare.org/groups/288117/registrations/new

Your bereavement experience may be recent or not so recent. No matter how long

it's been, this is an opportunity to be around people who understand what you

are feeling.

Blessings to youl

Addie Luco‘torto, Pastor
Good Samaritan Church of the Brethren
7269 Franklin Rd, Cranberry Twp, PA 16066~412.715.5098 cell~724.776.5508 church

Grief ’9‘? Share’

page 5



ACROSS THE DISTRICT

FREE Church “Common Sense”
Security and Safety Seminar
Saturday, March 7, 2026
9:00AM - 11:00AM

Berlin Brethren Church
620 Main Street, Berlin, PA

“A Look at Church Security Issues and Awareness of the Dangers”

1) A basic overview of your Church safety and security needs
(common sense approach).

2) Open discussion using scenarios of Church incidents.

3) Handouts to be used as a guide to building a security team.
This includes a checklist of how to make Church property safer.

4) Overall question and answer period.

Our presenter: Timothy Sprowls
Retired PA State Police Officer and current Berlin School District Police Officer
B 35 year veteran of Law Enforcement
o 26 years as a PA State Police Officer, Mounted Unit, and Critical
Issues Supervisor for the Members Assistant Program.
B Current School Police Officer, Berlin Brothersvalley School District
o Involved in every day security of the school property and oversee all
emergency operations plans.
B Serves as Church Safety and Security Team Leader for his church.

page 6



SERVING IN THE DISTRICT AND BEYOND

Dear Friends in the WesWer woDil slt ti &e, to take |t hi

congregatons in the Weste
Af er much discussion andepeayesfdonatdtosisdefatschp
the Shoe Project commijte@e basketegkets| oyede mategd
to discontnue the projeServiEcencohotngkesotio diestwve
churches have contnued Bbrmakebgedetowvering thes
donatons to the projectnekededearned over $24,000
for the work of the forimer Church of the Brethre
Home and the EI Hogar |ddhHKi Nesv Wahmadswowel Center| i s
Orphanage, the number |obutommiereei membees Mi ssio
needed to deliver, packdMgehaandsdbuoge PAh¢ nsehoedsla
decl ined We especially|/lomcastonhawheeei Gatsdcwaor be
our friend and commiteei mémbeémn, t Apr blel Mackel ||,
who passed away recent/lly.

Mission Central
The commitee would | ike to extbenPd eiats'asntt hva rekns| Dtra
the district churches. Y o ur Mieocnhaat noi ncss bt uhrrgo, u ghhfo ult’
the years have truly hell ped us work together |for
the common good. Thanks| toyouksaMolidely idatypPlomea . fmor
serving as a drop of poljint (;/Ofrgyl@paait}pn@gglt@)ﬁﬁéjﬂs
Of ce staf, the Westmont, church for the use
their facility as a StoP?%% %I ?%ZBO ?Pﬁa%?%&g
the workers who came thol, (ﬁ SEI‘SltJ Be®BERY
i LS
Kind of weat her . Your SR ?hg V%nb7% &1533p|nea
appreciated! advance. Mi ssion Centrjal
Bl essings you have a specifc questo
District Shoe Commiteeg delivering kits.
* * % % % % %k % % *x * % *x % *x *x *x| * *x *

Our District is going |to

for the 2026 District [Con
Wal nut Grove Food Pantry Yyour individual congregat
htps://www. facebook. com/|W@InWOglrkovwicbh; ot her COB <ch

deliver kits to this new
Greater Pitsburgh Communi PWA.Fodofd tBmak does not wor k
htps://www. pitsburghfoodb®ils.torigdt Ofce and we will

arrangement s
Pl ease consider donatng |[food to these or any ot helr
groups in our area.

page /



AVAILABLE SPEAKERS

ORDAINED

ABRAHAM, FARREL-4 315 Seton Dri ve24Pi-a790M065dMEAr i hydp2aar |l s@comcast

BEACHLEY, LINDA—P O Box 723, Da%a 3 Aviia881042 r s emat |l antcbb. net

BEACHLEY, RONALD-PO Box 723, D@a®2 A AVHB3I0ORo nE1DHB2A28h|l ey@ymai |l . com

BROADWATER,KEVIN—4 75 Keystone Stre@343 MoAERSIBRIddt ey bt baBHat er @v

COUGHENOUR, KAITLYN—7 85 Red Dog Road, 534b48béryywilbhs&B8t ud&@dgGmai

DERR,AMELIA-1 202 Roberts Str-2825 -MNa®WB2162 aGlaone | 1 2¥4L3 r @yahoo. co

KABLER,ERIC—1 26 Cl|l er mont Str€d482 -36MAXEro/wen. klash9l 0edr @k abl er t hom

LONGWELL ERIC—2 40 Pl umcr eek Ro03a1d44 SO-&6204b adt x @ Mmaudl . com

MOSORJAK,GARY-1 337 Roxbury Aven-té224J63%8885880ewind,e | 10559@a5% | . c om

SHAULIS, TRAVIS— n§econd Street, MedydeZr6LLdbalnd a dbmh®B5 2@g/ma8 14 com

SIMONSICK,ROBERT—1 11 Appl e Jack Ladd93BT mrsbhigigmon@b6dIl. dom

STEIN,ROBERT-PO Box 375, OBaI5k-4 BiBA2246 r V1db@v2elr i zon. net

SWICK, MICHAEL-4 127 Greenvill e R8&d38 -0M2ER1e548s déaalceh mli K=E52D 1 @c o mc a s

WHITED,JAMES—1 4 Pennsyl vania Aveniu®R7 1B4rolMhk vtieldlseg @gonBa2 8 ./c o8ml 4
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center
invites you to
Please note SVMC Students: SAVE THESE DATES

SVMC will be increa5|ﬁg

hg Sbs@ieha&laqfﬁleg Mm@trfy Cerf&rcvﬂf &er sev era' 4

cour ses st ar220n2g7 ianc atd‘]eem[‘ﬂm@:}@lﬂlontmumg Education Zoom sessions in 2026 led by
year. As we contnue to off ﬁ‘iﬁ‘?f‘ﬁb@abdz@%"%?ffSéi‘?fr?éfti‘ér?;ﬁ;ff o
technolog y and ) viir tual %ﬁibg Qalgbfe s§0n Fornoﬁf ;éleasesmarkyour calendars

Il ncrease I n tuiton Is n ;‘(Cstgyﬁms,dﬁ)rrm«%emﬁ)rﬂano lﬁthlas&nd&hé}e\éeﬁs
the costs of equipmenf;mmm Lechnoy(gi al
support. The new cost for eaéh‘coursevtn'”
the ACTS program will rise by $15 00,

b \8 5 00. “

ringing the total f,,;:tw‘g

Julie A. Guistwite, PhD, LSW, FT, CSWM Ripple of Light Bereavement Resource Center, LLC Dr. Julie A. Guistwite, LSW
is the owner of Ripple of Light Bereavement Resource Center, LLC. She is an Advanced Certified Thanatologist and
Certified Social Work Manager with 15 years of practice experience in healthcare settings including palliative care,
hospice, and funeral home. Dr. Guistwite holds over 10 years of palliative and end-of-life care educator expertise in
academic, continuing education, and community settings. She authored a Master's Level Social Work Certificate in
Holistic Bereavement Care and undergraduate level palliative care course. Dr. Guistwite has worked with Penn State's
Clinical and Translational Science Institute's Project ECHO. She teaches undergraduate courses in palliative care, end-of-
life issues, older adults, and health policy. She developed the first scale to evaluate and refine social workers’ expertise
in death, dying, and bereavement care. Areas of expertise include spirituality, thanatology, older adults, healthcare
equity, and palliative care. She is passionate about improving the well-being of individuals/families through advancing
providers' excellence in serious fllness, end-of-life, and grief care delivery.

Identifyin

January 2 (Zoom)

Spiritual W
February 17

Congregational Ministry to Members Navigating Divorce Experiences:
June 3, 2026 | 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Zoom)

Caring for Congregational Members with Chronic Health Conditions:
October 6,2026 | 9:30 am - 12:30 pm (Zoom)

Supporting Congregational Members with Chronic Health Conditions (this session is designed for laity):
October 29, 2026 | 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm (Zoom)
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go to www.brethren.org for the most
DENOMINATIONAL NEWS complete and up to date news from
the Church of the Brethren

What is the cost?

Early registraton fee

(r
February) is $625 per pe
(during March and April)
(during May and June) i s
wi | | cover | odging, food,
NYC. Registraton will of

How can | find out more?

Visit this pagesoeigal amé:
Contact Becky Ull om Naug
Young Adult Ministr

a bullomnaugle@brethren.org 0 r

—Matthew 5:14-16

July 18 - H @t the YMCA of 844246385 with questor
the Rockies in Estes Park,
Colorado

National Youth Conference (NYC)
provides young people
and the frst year of col |l
equi valent) and their
to gather for a week of
wor kshops, recreaton

Who is eligible to attend?

Youth who have compl et ed

gh one

year of coll ege at the e age
equivalent) and their r ' t@éP Ser vi
invited to atend. Al tehaer 2 OB
accompanied by an adulte %E gt b
| east one advisor for %% . toie% H

female youth, please send dvisor and
sending male yout h, plegg gagﬁiaoger
adult advisors must bge [ ' taton. The

of 22 years of age.

orientatons planned f

both in the Midwes:H
What is the theme?

. . . more informaton,
Light within Us, -mased on H\/Itaﬁy /W/\ﬁqu, bret hren. c
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http://www.brethren.org
https://www.ymcarockies.org/estes-park-center/
https://www.ymcarockies.org/estes-park-center/
https://www.ymcarockies.org/estes-park-center/
https://www.brethren.org/yya/
mailto:bullomnaugle@brethren.org

CAMP HARMONY

TR

OVERVIIGHT Camps®3 70
OVERVIIGHT 1 OVERVIGHT 2 YouTH ADVEVITURE

GRADES 2-12 GRADES 2-12 GRADES 7-12
June 28 - July 3 July 19-2L July 26-3

Wilderness | June 2I-26
Grades 2-8
Wilderness 2: Juzly S0

— Grades T-I

REGISTRATIoV) OPEVIS FEBRUARY 1ST!
wWww.CAVHPHARVWoWY .0R6
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CAMP HARMONY

Leave your mark at Camp Harmony!

Camp Harmony is seeking your support in fundraising to continue the pool
restoration project. Bricks given through this campaign will create a pathway to
the pool and the funds will go to our Camper Scholarship fund.

Brick Options include 4x8 engraved.

You may individualize a
brick for you, your family,
your business, your
church/organization,
honor a loved one, or make
a memoriam. The bricks
Brick Options include 8x8 engraved. are engraved using state
of the art laser technology.
Every brick engraving is
guaranteed for life!

Order Online at www.campharmony.org
Or email Phil@campharmony.org for more info!

page 12



Aepuns w |ed
TE€ 0¢ 6 ¢
Tus
8¢ LZ S ¢ v € ¢ A4
Juo
T¢ 0¢ 6T 8T LT 91 ST
Juo
W Ny 1e DINAS
170" €T ¢T TT 0T 6 8
paso|D 1U®o 7
2990 10 192 111s 1d
L 9 S 14 € c T
Aepinies Aep 114 AepsinylAepsoaupam Aepsan] AepuoR Aepunsg

9¢0C HOYVIN  4VANITVI 1LIO1Y1SIa VdM

page 13



2026 DISTRICT EVENTS AND MEETINGS

I f your congregaton, commitee, or group would I|ike t
in to the DistbfceaOhcmobyht h&ghafnks!
MARCH 2026 JULY 2026
7-SVMC Cl ass 2-ANNUAL CONFERENCE enc
Fort Wayne, I N
APRIL 2026 MmyNat onal Youth Confer
1SVMC CIl ass He-Nat onal Youth Confer
25SVMC CIl ass
AUGUST 2026
MAY 2026 No meetngs or events s
9-SVMC CIl ass
14Core Leadership Tgam, SEPTENBEER2026:1, ZooOom

23Di strict Leader shi

JUNE 2026
28ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Fort Wayne, I N

p Teldd@Bore: C@éaamy siBA Team
19Di strict Leadership

b e g iOGTOBER 2026

NOVEMBER 2026
5-Core Leadership Team,
14Di strict Leadership
DECEMBER 2026
No meetngs or events sch

*** District Conference date TBA
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