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Western PA District Church of the Brethren             March 2021   

The Highlights 

FROM THE DISTRICT MINISTER 

       One of the greatest needs in the current life 
of the Church is for pastoral and congregational 
leadership. There are many churches looking for 
pastoral leadership and so few pastors to take up 
those calls.  We know how throughout the Bible 
God raised up leaders for His people and for His   
purposes – for example,  Moses, Joshua, Deborah, 
Samuel, David, Josiah, Daniel, Esther, Peter,                   
Stephen, Paul, Timothy, and Priscilla and Aquila.  
The same has been true through the history of the 
Church over the centuries.  But right now, in the 
churches of the United States, there is a great need 
for God’s people to call out new leaders for the 
Church.  
         To help address this need, the Pennsylvania 
and Maryland districts of the Church of the Brethren 
are sponsoring an event named “Calling the Called.”  
This event is aimed at helping churches and                                   
individuals sense God’s leading as He would raise   
up new pastors and leaders for the churches. This 
event will involve two parts – the first being a 
ZOOM meeting on May 1, 2021 and then a                              
follow-up, in-person, gathering on September 25, 
2021 at the Chambersburg Church of the Brethren. 
This “Calling the Called” effort is intended to be an 
exploratory time and is designed to encourage and 
assist those who may be experiencing the call of 
God on their lives for ministry.   (Please see the                 
informational brochure regarding this a few pages 
on in this edition the “Highlights.”) 
          Calling people to ministry is one                                      
of the most important things congregations can do.                                  
Congregations are the lifeblood and source of                    
leadership for generations to come.   

        Trends indicate that more and more                          
congregations are looking within to train and equip 
future leaders. 
 So, I want to encourage you to identity                               
individuals within your congregation who might     
benefit from this “Calling the Called” experience.  
Encourage them to consider this virtual ZOOM event 
and the in-person event so to learn more about the 
calling process.  Then, if you would, please share 
their names and contact information with me so 
that notices can be sent to them with an invitation 
to participate.  You can call me at 814-479-2181       
or email me at bwenger@brethren.org. 
        The calling and development of leadership is 
a critical priority.  Healthy, committed and creative 
leadership is vital for growing congregations.  Would 
you help with this by speaking with individuals in 
your church who you think might be a potential 
leader for the Church? 
          May the LORD lead us together in the task of 
sensing His call upon the lives of those He wishes to 
raise up to shepherd and guide the churches!                 
Blessings to you in Christ!  

                                                                                                                 
       Sincerely yours, 

                                        Bill Wenger, District Minister 
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The Highlights deadline for 
the APRIL 2021                    

issue is  

March 10, 2021 

Please send your information 
to  tlehman@brethren.org.  

From the District Office 

It is very helpful to the                    
District Office staff to have                      

updated information from all 
the churches we serve.   

If your congregation has a new 
directory for 2021 please send 

one to the District Office,                                       
115 Spring Road,                        

Hollsopple, 15935    
Thank you! 

The 2021 District Directory will 
be sent out via email by                  

February 26, 2021. 
If you would like a paper copy 
of the 2021 District Directory, 

please contact Tina at  
tlehman@brethren.org  

or 
814-479-2181 

DISTRICT STAFF: 

William Wenger, District Executive 

Amy Bowman, Financial Clerk 

Tina Lehman, District Secretary 
and Highlights Editor 

 

DISTRICT OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Financial Clerk is in 

Tuesday & Thursday 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

CONTACT US: 

115 Spring Road  

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-2181 

866-279-2181 toll free 

814 479-2506 fax 

www.westernpacob.org 

2021 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 

REQUEST FOR DIRECTORIES 

District Executive Bill Wenger is available to the District                            
congregations to fill the pulpit on Sunday mornings, to meet with 

Church Boards for discussions about the mission of the congregation, 
and to provide teaching seminars on overviews of the Old                    

Testament and/or the New Testament.  If your congregation is                        
interested any of these things, please feel free to call Bill at the                  

District Office, 814-479-2181.  

AVAILABLE SPEAKER 
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Across the District 

 

For everyone in the District who has been 
diagnosed with, is recovering from, or knows 
someone with COVID-19.  

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH CONCERNS 

Pastoral Changes 
Michael Christine—resigned, Locust Grove 
David Bennett—FT pastor, Maple Spring 

LEADERSHIP 

Walnut Grove COB Sunday Services On Facebook 

at 10:00 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/Walnutgrovecob 

Geiger COB Sunday Services are on Facebook at 

10:30 am                                                                               

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/1709517105945633 

Scalp Level COB Sunday Services at 10:30 am                                                                 

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren - YouTube 

Scalp Level Church of the Brethren | Facebook  

Windber COB Sunday Services at 10:30 am                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/WindberCOB 

 

**If your congregation is sharing services online, 

please contact the District Office and Tina                         

will list the information in 

upcoming Highlights. 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 

Maple Spring COB is looking for a church 
secretary. The position is 20 hrs. a week 

Send a resumé to Nancy Gindlesperger at 
gnancy43@aol.com. 

HELP WANTED 

A future date for the Auction and information will 
be given in upcoming Highlights issues. In the 

meantime, be sure to choose an Auction repre-
sentative for your congregation so that person 
can receive updates and share info with your 

church. 

DISTRICT AUCTION 

Mark your calendars! Maple Spring COB will                   
be having a pancake breakfast to benefit the                  
District Disaster Ministries on May 22, 2021 
from 7:00 am to 9:00 am. More info to follow.  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUCgsHg_g8ZI7mTESCULwyp7A%2Ffeatured&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747273843
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FScalp-Level-Church-of-the-Brethren-101560424825946&data=04%7C01%7CTLehman%40brethren.org%7Cd9a799106f874eb9256808d8c213fe7c%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C63747
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Across the District 

Looking for an easy way to bless your                     
community? 

 
Why not partner with your local elementary 

school to provide boxes of tissues in the 
classrooms this winter?  Kids are always       
dripping, and the burden often falls to        

teachers to buy tissues. Rummel COB does 
this as an ongoing outreach project - it’s 

easy, inexpensive, lightweight, and anyone 
can contribute.  The teachers appreciate the 

gesture and it’s one less thing for them to 
think about.  

SHARING WITH YOUR COMMUNITIES 

(located directly across the street from the  
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  

 
There will be two Ready-To-Eat meals on                        

Friday, March 5, 2021 & Friday, March 26, 2021                
Menu includes, Breaded Cod, Homemade Macaroni 
& Cheese, Coleslaw, Dinner Roll and Dessert for $10. 
(Deadline for the March 5th meal is Monday, March 

1st. Deadline for the March 26th meal is Monday, 
March 22nd.) 

Quilt Retreat—April 9 & 10, 2021 
 

Scrapbook Retreat 
April 24, 2021 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  

Cost $30, includes snack and lunch.  
 

Call 724-463-0420 for event info  
and to order meals. 

EVENTS AT THE PENN RUN  
CHRISTIAN OUTREACH CENTER  

Mark your calendars! 
District Conference will be held on  

October 16, 2021  
at Camp Harmony 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
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Serving in the District and beyond 

We're Almost There!                                                                            
As of February 1st, our shoe project has 2,400 pairs 
of shoes packed and ready for shipment at the ICA 

building in Jerome. That's just 100 pairs short of the 
2,500 pairs needed to have free shipping provided 

by funds2orgs.                                                                         
Thanks to everyone who has been able to donate to 
the cause. Of course, every extra pair of shoes adds 
to the weight of our shipment and to the amount of 

profit for the orphanage. So we're asking that             
everyone continue to collect shoes and have them 

ready to deliver to the ICA building on or before our 
April 12 packing day. Thanks again for your support! 

Please continue to save shoes during the winter 
months and store them at your church, or deliver 
them to the district office during regular business 
hours.  Remember, its easy to participate.  Simply 

collect gently worn pairs of shoes, boots, slippers or 
sandals at your church and place a rubber band 

around each pair.                                                                                   
Deliver the shoes to the ICA building at 1929 Penn 

Avenue, in Jerome on the next packing date:                          
Monday, April 12, 2021                                                                      

between 9:00 am and 11:00 am, mark your                        
calendars.  We hope to reach our goal on that day. 

Thanks for your support!   

If these dates don't suit your schedule, shoes may 

also be dropped off at the District Office during 

office hours. For further information, please                       

contact: 

Marie Camut, 814-266-3010, 
April Mackell, 814-536-1589 

Karen Nagyvathy,814-244-5977 

EL HOGAR DE NIÑOS ENMANUEL                      
SHOE PROJECT FUNDRAISER 

STATE PARK CHAPLAINS NEEDED  
(Memorial Day Weekend thru                                            

Labor Day Weekend 2021) 
 

Good Pay – Interesting Work –                                    
Training – Fellowship 

 
EXERCISE YOUR GIFTS AND SKILLS: 
 - Planning creative and meaningful worship ser-
vices. 
 - Preaching engaging sermons in an ecumenical      
   setting. 
 - Visiting and sharing Christ’s love with people from   
   different religious traditions and life experiences. 
 - Creating programming for all ages. 
 - Managing your own time and working as a                
   member of a team. 

  
Full-time and half-time positions for service               
between Memorial Day and Labor Day                       
Weekends are available.  Salary, travel                             
reimbursement and training provided.  Housing 
may be available at some locations.  If you have 
an automobile, are in good health and available 
to serve between May 24 and September 5, 
2021 contact: 
 
The Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
900 S. Arlington Avenue, Suite 211A 
Harrisburg, PA 17109-5089 
Phone:  717.545.4761   Fax:  717.545.4765    
E-mail:  campgroundministry@pachurches.org 
Additional information and application are    
available on-line:  www.pachurches.org/
ministries/campground-ministry/  
 
Early applicants have best choice of location.   

CALLING ALL MINISTERS 

mailto:campgroundministry@pachurches.org
http://www.pachurches.org/ministries/campground-ministry/
http://www.pachurches.org/ministries/campground-ministry/
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Support for Honduras (Save the Date) 

HELP THE CHILDREN OF 
Hogar Enmanuel by 
HOSTING A TABLE*   

                         for the  
Tri-annual  Fund Raising Event at Camp Harmony 

This year’s theme: NOAH’S ARK 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021  
 

*HOSTS CAN BE  Family,  group of friends, Sunday School Class, Church, or               
Organization and will decorate a table for  the theme by choosing an animal of 
your choice and sell tickets  to the event for your table.     

CONTACT RONA HEMMINGER TO CHOOSE AN ANIMAL.   
 Hemminger@verizon.net or 540-649-3111  

(Already taken:  tigers, flamingos giraffes, hummingbirds, doves, sheep) 
 
CONTACT NAME:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________  Email ________________________________ 
 
Animal choice:  ________________________________________________________ 
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Lenten service 
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Revival 
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Calling the called 

More info on the next page  
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Calling the called 
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Susquehanna Valley Ministry center (SVMC) 
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Elizabethtown college 
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Denominational news  
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

http://www.brethren.org


                                               page 14 

Annual Conference 
Go to https://www.brethren.org/ac/ for more information 

June 30 — July 4, 2021 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PIVOTS 
FROM HYBRID TO ONLINE 
EVENT IN 2021  
 

The Program and Arrangements Com-
mittee has determined that the 2021 
Annual Conference will be entirely 
online. The committee hoped to have 
a hybrid (both in-person and online) 
Conference as announced last fall. 
However, due to the continuing challenges of COVID-19, 
the committee deemed that it is not wise to have an in-
person component for Annual Conference this summer. 
As the Program and  Arrangements Committee has                 
consistently stressed, the health and safety of Annual 
Conference participants is the highest priority. 
 
This was a difficult decision to make since last summer’s 
Annual Conference needed to be cancelled entirely               
because of COVID-19. While we know that meeting in 
person eventually will be safe again, we sadly do not  
believe that it will happen in time to safely have an                   
in-person event at the end of June 2021. 
 
This will be the first time that the Church of the Brethren 
Annual Conference has gathered entirely online, as many 
of our congregations have been doing these past 10 
months. While we lament that we cannot be together in 
person to hug one another, sing together, and eat at  
tables together, we are nevertheless excited about the 
new opportunities an online gathering offers. We will be 
able to open Annual Conference to much greater                           
participation than ever before. Instead of traveling long 
distances and having only 2,000 or so Brethren gathered 
together, we are throwing wide the doors to thousands 
of Brethren who never before have been able to                           
participate fully in Annual Conference. 
 
Imagine an opportunity for many people from each                 
one of our congregations to participate in the virtual   
opportunities that will be included in the 2021 Annual 
Conference, gaining tools and resources for their                       
congregations’ ministries, benefiting from leadership  
development, earning continuing education credits,               
participating in spiritual growth, and networking with 
other Brethren who share similar ministries and                          
interests. 

A one-time, reduced price for                              
non-delegate adults to register for the 
online Annual Conference is being 
offered for only $99. That fee will                  
support the ministry and on-going            
expenses of Annual Conference and will 
give non-delegates access to: 
--all six business sessions; 
--all Insight and Equipping Sessions; 
--all networking events; 

 --a virtual concert by Fernando Ortega. Ortega is 
a multi-Dove award winner and singer-songwriter whose 
hits include “This Good Day” and “Jesus, King of Angels”; 
 --resource sessions led by Tod Bolsinger,                   
best-selling author of Canoeing the Mountains: Christian 
Leadership in Uncharted Territory. Bolsinger is the vice 
president and chief of leadership formation at Fuller  
Seminary in Pasadena, CA. 
 --daily Bible studies, along with Insight Sessions, 
led by Michael Gorman, author of more than 20 books on                   
biblical theology. Gorman is the Raymond E. Brown Chair 
in Biblical Studies and Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University in Baltimore, MD, and a frequent lecturer 
at church and clergy gatherings. 
 
Note: All five worship services will be available free of 
charge to everyone. 
 
Delegate fees will remain at $305 and includes access to 
all of the above in addition to the right to vote during the 
business sessions and participation in virtual “table talk” 
discussions of the proposed compelling vision for the 
Church of the Brethren. Delegates will need to have                
access to a computer or mobile device with Internet               
connectivity and sufficient computer skills to participate 
in an online event. 
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION WILL OPEN ON 
MARCH 2, 2021 
 
Thank you for your commitment and support of Annual 
Conference as we seek to hold the 2021 Conference in 
the safest possible way. May we continue together in this 
new format to fulfill the Annual Conference mission: 
“Annual Conference exists to unite, strengthen, and 
equip the Church of the Brethren to follow Jesus.” 
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 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most 
complete and up to date news from 
the Church of the Brethren 

Haiti 

Pray for current unrest in Haiti, there are demonstrations in the street and lockdowns in the capital of 

Port-au-Prince. Continue to pray for Haiti Medical Project workers as travel is impacted and for the 

whole Eglise des Freres (Church of the Brethren in Haiti). 

India 

Praise God that churches in the First District Church of the Brethren in India are meeting (with social 

distancing guidelines) and that children’s Sunday school materials were written this last year. Pray 

for their annual conference, which will be held in February; the health of one of their elders; and that 

the COVID-19 vaccine rollout will reach the rural church communities. 

Uganda 

Prayers requested for 2021 include support for churches with poorer members, land for the churches 

in Kampala, continued support and school fees for the 76 orphans at Rising Star Orphanage, and the 

success of some new agriculture projects designed to generate income. 

United States 

Pray for our country. Pray for the district executives as they held their yearly meeting and the lead 

the Districts through the year to come.  

Nigeria 

Praise for the escape/rescue of several of the Chibok girls, nearly seven years after they were                

abducted by Boko Haram in April 2014. Continued prayers for Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, 

the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria), the areas that are still experiencing violence, and the ongoing 

fear this causes. 

http://www.brethren.org
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ORDAINED 

 
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Drive, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 / 412-979-0067 / sharingpearls@comcast.net 

BEACHLEY, RONALD – PO Box 723, Davidsville, 15928-0723 / 814-479-4802 / rondbeachley@gmail.com 

BERKEBILE, WES – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 / 724-901-7058 / wes2375@comcast.net 

CONRAD, RICK—302 Carpenters Park Road, Davidsville, 15928 / 717-576-4729 / rickconrad0709@gmail.com 

DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / iamameliaderr@yahoo.com 

DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 / 814-749-0262 / pastorbutch@gmail.com 

GREEN, GARY – 4589 Somerset Pike, Hollsopple, 15935-8217 / 814-915-0227 / pamountainman42@aol.com 

HOUGHTON, SALLY - 124 Lindberg Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-3019 / 814-243-6448 / smh124@atlanticbb.net 

KABLER, ERIC—126 Clermont Street, Johnstown 15904-2132 / 814-266-2734 / eric.kabler@kablerthomas.com 

KENSINGER, JAMES - 329 Spackman Street, Seward, 15954-3117 / 814-446-1088 / kensingertj@verizon.net 

MANGES, JOHN – 137 Catskill Lane, Johnstown, 15904-7523 / 814-539-3332 / manges@atlanticbb.net 

MARSHALL, HOMER  - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MARSHALL, PATRICIA - 369 W. Church Avenue, Masontown, 15461 / 724-583-7073 / hom.run2007@verizon.net 

MOSORJAK, GARY – 1337 Roxbury Avenue, Johnstown, 15905-1224 / 814-619-4238 / wendel05@aol.com 

MYERS, GUY – 1271 Killiwhat Street, Johnstown, PA 15902-1224 / 814-536-2404 / pgmyers@atlanticbb.net 

PERUSO, RUSSELL – 151 Blackner Road, Johnstown, 15905 / 814-242-0549 / russperuso@gmail.com 

RUMMEL, DALE - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 16838-9006 / 732-809-9013 / (seasonal) 

RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St., Johnstown, 15905 / 814-322-7786 / New Day: 814-535-8202 / jrupert@new-day.org 

SMITH, A. HARRISON—506 Sciandro Drive, Greensburg, 15601 / 724-837-4491 

STEIN, ROBERT - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 / 724-438-2226 / crid@verizon.net 

SWICK, MICHAEL - 4127 Greenville Road, Meyersdale 15552-8518 / 814-634-8158 / preachmike101@comcast.net 

WALKER, JUDY—425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WALKER, LARRY - 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette 15644 / 724-522-5260 / larryewalker1@gmail.com 

WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Road, Kittanning, 16201-4639 / 724 548-4901 / ejwestlake16@gmail.com 

YOUNG, FRANK – PO Box 251 Jerome, 15937 / 814-418-5930 / sfminc@hotmail.com 

 

LICENSED 
 
PISARSKI, STANLEY – 511 Thrasher Street, Johnstown, 15909 / 814-410-3685 / spisarski1017@gmail.com 

 

LAY SPEAKER 
 
HIMES, PATRICK—219 Wild Cat Road, Windber, 15963 / 814-418-2352 

RAMER, DONNA—102 Franklin Drive, Greensburg, 15601-1305 / 724 836-0594 

Available speakers 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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Camp Harmony 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

If your congregation, committee, or group would like to have information listed on the District Calendar, 

please send it in to the District Office by the 10th of each month. Thanks! 

 

MARCH 2021 

5  - WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

7  - THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

13  - SVMC Class, Rummel COB 

14  - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS (Turn clocks AHEAD one hour) 

14  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

21  - FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

28  - PALM SUNDAY 

 

APRIL 2021 

1  - MAUNDY THURSDAY 

2  - GOOD FRIDAY 

4  - ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! 

10  - SVMC Class, District Office  

24  - SVMC Class, District Office 

 

MAY 2021 

2  - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY  

6  - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

6  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

8  - SVMC Class, District Office 

9  - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

13  - ASCENSION DAY 

15  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

22   - SVMC Class, District Office 

22  - Pancake Breakfast, 7:00 am, Maple Spring COB 

23  - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday) 

31  - MEMORIAL DAY 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

 

JUNE 2021 

5  - SVMC, District Office 

6  - Annual Conference Briefing, 3:00 pm, TBA 

19  - SVMC, District Office 

20  - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

30  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE begins, Virtual Conference 

 

JULY 2021 

4  - ANNUAL CONFERENCE ends, Virtual Conference 

4  - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

22  - Core Leadership Team 6:00 pm, (District Conference Business) 

31  - District Leadership Team, 9 am, TBA (District Conference   

                 Business)  

AUGUST 2021 

14   - SVMC, District Office 

28  - SVMC, District Office 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

6  - LABOR DAY 

9  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 pm, District Office 

11  - SVMC, District Office 

18  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

21  - DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

TBA  - Harmony Fest, Camp Harmony 

 

OCTOBER 2021 

3  - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

9   - SVMC, District Office 

16  - District Conference, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

23  - SVMC, District Office 
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2021 District Events and Meetings 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

5  - Core Leadership Team, 6:00 p.m., District Office 

6  - FIFTEENTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9:00 am, Camp Harmony 

7  - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

13  - District Leadership Team, 9:00 am, TBA 

20  - SVMC, District Office 

25  - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

28  - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

DECEMBER 2021 

5  - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12  - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

19  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

24  - Christmas Eve 

25  - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

31  - NEW YEAR’S EVE 
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The Highlights 
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