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A Vision for Future Ministry Together as a District
I am now in my second month as your interim District Executive, and I have enjoyed
visiting with churches and pastors. As we move on into this year or 2017 together,
here are some ideas that I have as to things that we, the Western PA District of the
Church of the Brethren, might focus on in 2017.
STAFF:

William W. Wenger
Carole J. Horner
Abby R. Shaffer
Tina S. Lehman
CONTACT:
115 Spring Rd.
Hollsopple, PA 15935
814-479-7058
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866-279-2181 toll free
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WEBSITE:
www.westernpacob.org
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Monday ~ Friday
8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm

Let us . . .

1. Be united in Christ within our congregations and as a District. Jesus and the

Apostles put a high premium on God’s people dwelling together in unity. As
we do so, we experience the love and power of the Holy Spirit and we drive
away Satan’s attempts to hurt us and drag us down. As the Apostle Paul
says: “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

2. Be a people who bless and do not curse. We want to be people who bless

one another, unbelievers, and our communities. In our day, when so man
people have little understanding of Christ and the church, one avenue of
touching their lives is to bless them in creative ways. If all they sense from us
is our dislike or disapproval, we cannot reveal to them the love of Christ.
How can we bring blessings upon unsaved folks and the communities in which
we live?

3. Be an evangelistic people. We can be a people who invite and allow the Holy
Spirit to speak through us as witnesses for Christ. Jesus teaches us that we
don’t always have to know what to say, but that Holy Spirit will give us the
words. We don’t have to be experts to share Christ. We can share our own
testimony about how the Lord has been at work in our lives.

4. Be developing new leaders for our churches. There is a great need in our

District for many new leaders to help guide and build up our churches. Let us
be in prayer to ask God to raise up new persons for service in the church in
this way. Often we think of this only in terms of calling persons to be pastors,
but the Apostle Paul speaks of Christ giving “apostles, prophets, evangelists,
shepherds and teachers” to the church for the upbuilding of the church. Let
us inquire of the Lord as to who among us may be gifted in these different
ways to strengthen and grow the church.

5. Be a District where every congregation, large or small, in 2017 starts a new
Please send all
Highlights information
to the District Office by
the 10th.

ministry to your local community. We know that the Lord calls us to move
out into the mission field. We can begin even the smallest of ministries to
bless our communities. They can be, as it were, little green shoots of new life
growing up. Think of the wonders of God that might come about if every one
of our District churches did this! It would be amazing!

I hope that these ideas inspire you unto new work for the LORD in this year.
There is much to be done. May the Holy Spirit be upon us in power in all things.
William W. Wenger
Interim District Minister
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District Office News

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

HOSPITALIZED



Please pray for Pastor Homer Marshall as
he is at home recovering from surgery
Please pray for Joyce Braunns as she is
recovering from surgery, Joyce is the wife
of Interim Pastor James Braunns

The 2017 District Directory is currently in
progress and a copy will be emailed to the
Pastors and Church Contacts on March 20,
2017.
If you would like a paper copy or a CD, please
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

SYMPATHY
To the family of Pastor Kenneth Davis as he
went to be with the Lord on February 1st.

NEW MEMBERS
Rummel Congregation







Karen Ruffner
Amanda Weaver
Judy Weaver
Mark Weaver
Connie Wyandt
John Karlinsey

NEED YOUR HELP

If your congregation will produce a new
directory in 2017, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!

April 2017

Somerset Congregation


Highlights Deadline

Sarah Jean Smith

March 10, 2017
Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

Please be in prayer for:

Our Children
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At the District Office...

Volunteer
and Job Opportunities
Please read and share!
There are many ways to volunteer in the
District, whether in be through Camp Harmony
or the Brethren Home Community Windber; at
events such as the District Auction; or even
happenings in your own congregation.
The Outreach and Service Team of the District
Leadership Team is still looking for volunteers
to be the Western PA District Brethren
Heritage and Peace Representative. As the
Heritage and Peace Representative you would
be asked to do the following:
1. Help promote peace education by
interacting with individuals, pastors, and
congregations.
2. Share peace education materials and
instruction with the youth in our District by
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at
Camp Harmony, and other group settings
arranged by the District Children and Youth
Ministry Coordinator.

Stop in the District Office to get one for yourself and
several for friends and family. What a great gift to
share with someone who needs encouragement in their
faith!
Each page in the book contains Scripture, a personal
reflection, and a prayer to help start your day.
Books are available at the District Office.

3. Work with the District Outreach and Service
Team in any way that the Team can help the
representative with the above responsibilities.
4. Report annually to the District Outreach and
Service Team as to the work that has been
accomplished in a given year.
Please contact Marsha Smith at 814-535-2213
or charmar467@atlanticbb.net
if you are interested in serving.

Make checks payable to Western PA District with
“Book Order” in the memo line. Thanks!
Don’t miss your chance to own this wonderful treasury of testimonies and meditations – each day bringing
glory to God!
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AbbsTract

March 2017

Flip or Flop. House Hunters. Fixer Upper. Property
Brothers. Masters of Flip. Love It or List It. Holmes
Makes it Right. Rehab Addict. First Time Flippers.
Barnwood Builders. House Crashers.
Did I mention your favorite one?
What is it about these shows that pull us in again and
again? Why is America obsessed with watching home
renovations? I’m betting that even if you don’t have
the dish with all the channels, you’ve enjoyed shows
like this in a waiting room or hotel room.
Now I know I tend to “overthink” sometimes, but I
have a theory. I think there is something completely
magical about watching something old transform into
something new. Many of these shows feature houses
that have been neglected or damaged. Some of them
were constructed poorly to start with, and new
supports or wiring or plumbing are needed. Some
houses have simply never been given a fresh start, and
the features are dated and worn. Some benefit from a
new configuration – knocking out walls and adding
dormers.

I think we’re captivated by transformation. I think
there is a desire inside of every person to see
something magnificent come out of something that’s
been wrecked. And it doesn’t just
apply to countertops and shower
surrounds and flooring.
These shows offer us glimpses of
salvation. Redemption. Recovery.
Regeneration. And as fallen people,
we are drawn in by the hope of
turning something ugly and broken into a new, lovely,
useful, profitable creation.

Grab your Bible and open to 2 Corinthians chapter 5.
This whole section features Paul presenting a new way
of thinking. Verse 17 should be familiar to you, and
that’s because it’s a pillar of the Christian faith.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away, and look, new things have come.”
This verse echoes the words of God in Isaiah chapter
43:
“Do
not
remember
the
past
events,
pay no attention to things of old. Look, I am about to do
something new; even now it is coming. Do you not see it?”

You need to know that nobody is too old, too broken,
too damaged, too wrecked to be redeemed. And Jesus
Christ has already promised to do the work! He sees
the possibility, the potential. And through the process
of sanctification, He will do that inside work to make
us new. We simply need to admit our fixer-upper
status and open the front door to Him.

BEFORE
In talking with people, I find that women love these
shows, and men do, too – they just don’t want their
wives to know it. Transformation takes A LOT of
work. Wives who watch these shows get ideas, and a
wife’s idea leads to a husband’s backache. But once
the work is done, the result is beautiful, and you can’t
help but smile when you see the changes that have
taken place.

The next time you hear someone talking about the
episode they just saw, ask God to help you share this
truth with them. Who knows what kind of
wondrous transformation will follow!
:) Abby

AFTER
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Local Church/District News
Discerning God’s Will

Calendar of Events 2017:

1 Peter 4:10 New Living Translation (NLT)
10

God has given each of you a gift
from his great variety of spiritual
gifts. Use them well to serve one
another.

April 20

Spring Bunch, Plumcreek COB

May 5 & 6

Retreat at Camp Harmony

June 8

Camp Day at Camp Harmony

I am asking all of you who are reading this, and
are not already involved in the District Ministry,
to set aside a time of prayer, to see if God
would have you share your gift with the District. After praying, if you feel lead to serve the
Lord in this way, then please contact the District
Office and the Gifts Discernment Team will help
you share your gifts.
Thank You,
Sandy Peterman
Chair, Gifts Discernment Team

Mark your calendars,
more information to follow!

Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center
(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)
PA Dutch Buffet - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Saturday, March 4, 2017
Saturday, April 1, 2017
Saturday, May 6, 2017

The Uniontown Church of the Brethren is once
again offering GriefShare, a weekly seminar and
support group designed to help rebuild lives
after losing a loved one.

Starting in November, the buffet will be a Pasta
Buffet, and we alternate each month.
Same time and same place!
Call the church office at 724-463-0420 for more
information.

Our next 13-week GriefShare session begins on
Wednesday, March 1st, at 7pm in our Fellowship
Hall.
Call 724-438-8372 or email ucob@verizon.net if
you would like more information.

Greensburg COB
April 2, 2017 at 2:30 PM

Churches are asked to bring
a musical selection, (choir,
ensemble or solo vocal or
instrumental) or a poem or
reading to share. All participants are asked to
contact the Greensburg Church or Pastor Lisa
Fike so an order of service can be arranged.
The Greensburg Church is planning a light supper
for all attenders so an approximate count from
your church would be appreciated. Thank you!

March 2017
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Local Church/District News
Listening Sessions with Church of the
Brethren General Secretary
David Steele, the new
General Secretary of
the Church of the
Brethren, is holding
listening sessions
around the
denomination.
This is a way for
David to listen closely
to people within the
church. It’s also a
good opportunity for
you to meet our new
General Secretary.

B-D-M
Needs Your Help!
COB General Secretary,
David Steele

Two listening sessions* will be held in Western
Pennsylvania District on:

Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.
If you are interested in being a part of future
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for
more information at 814-539-8530
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net
Other than the day trips to New Windsor all
weeklong trips will be announced as the
information becomes available.

Monday, March 27, 2017.
* The first will be at 2:00 pm in the Chapel
at the Brethren Home Community in Windber.
* The second session will be held later that
evening at 7:00 pm at the Greensburg Church
of the Brethren.
All are welcome to attend.

2017 Schedule
THANK YOU
Day Trips
Thursday, April 6
Tuesday, April 18
Thursday, June 8
Tuesday, June 27
Thursday, August 10
Tuesday, August 29
Thursday, October 12
Tuesday, October 24

Thursday, Dec. 7
Tuesday, Dec. 19

March 2017

Week Trips
March 26 – April 1
Project #2
with Virlina District
July 9 - 15
South Carolina
with Beaver Creek, Mid
- Atlantic
September 3 - 9
Project #2
with Brownsville, Mid Atlantic
October 1 - 7
South Carolina
with (open)
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Young Adult
Conference
May 26 - 28, 2017
Camp Harmony,
Hooversville, PA
Young Adult Conference
(YAC) offers people ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy
fellowship, worship, recreation, Bible study, service
projects and more… with other fantastic young
adults!
 Registration ($150) includes food, lodging and
programming!
 Scholarships: Upon request, we will send a letter to your congregation asking them to provide
a $75 scholarship. Make your request by April
1. Scholarships are also available to BVSers
who are currently serving.
A non-refundable deposit of $75 is due within two
weeks of registering
Questions? Contact Becky Ullom Naugle in the
Youth/Young Adult Ministry Office
at bullomnaugle@brethren.org or 847-429-4385.

I have a lot more things to tell you, but I’d rather not
use pen and ink. I hope to be there soon in person
and have a heart-to-heart talk. Peace to you. The
friends here say hello. Greet our friends there by
name.

Annual Conference 2017
June 28 – July 2
Grand Rapids, Michigan
DeVos Convention Center
Registration opens March 1, 2017
More information to follow.
If you have any questions please contact the
Annual Conference Office
at 800-323-8039
Fax: 847-742-1618
annualconference@brethren.org

ARE YOU A DR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN,
LPN, OR EMT?
The First Aid Office at Annual
Conference in Grand Rapids is
looking for DR.’s, RN’s, LPN’s and
EMT’s who would be willing to
volunteer a few hours during
Annual Conference this summer. Dr. Rosalie
McBride of Northern Indiana District is
coordinating the First Aid Office this summer
in Grand Rapids and would be glad to hear
from willing volunteers! Please contact her
at: rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com

3 John 13-14 The Message

Please continue to pray
for the situation in Nigeria.
Remember them daily as we all
pray for peace to come to that
devastated region.

Job Openings: I f you are interested in
job opportunities through the Church of the
Brethren, open positions can be found at
http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html

Visit www.brethren.org
for more information.

March 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

70 percent of people 65 and older will need long-term care.
Are you prepared?
That’s a big number! According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 70 percent
of people age 65 or more will sometime in their life need care for 90 days or longer. That means
whether you are young or old, the odds are high that there will be a time sooner or later when you
will need long-term care. With the Baby Boomers coming into retirement age, the need for
long-term care facilities is rising, pushing up the cost of such care. Are you prepared for this?
Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust can help. Register for the webinar,
“The Ins and Outs of Long-Term Care” — April 6, 2017
(This webinar will introduce and explain long-term care insurance.)
What is it? Who needs it? What are the options? What are the basic costs?
Thursday, April 6, 2017, 10:00 am & 7:00 pm,
The program will be approximately 30 minutes with a live Q & A to follow.
This event will be led by Randy Yoder, Independent Agent for Brethren Benefit Trust
and Long-Term Care Specialist
To register for the 10:00 am session and 7:00 pm session:
Go to the Brethren Benefit Trust website: http://www.cobbt.org.
Don’t miss this chance to learn more and begin to prepare for your future needs.

*If you cannot attend the webinar, you may contact Randy by phone at 847-849-0205
or email ryoder@cobbt.org for a consultation by phone, a personal visit, or a group
presentation for your church.
Upcoming Events at the Brethren Academy
Baptism: A Window Into Comparative Theology,
April 27-30, 2017 at McPherson College.
Bethany Seminary professor, Russell Haitch, will be the instructor.
For TRIM students, successful completion of this course will earn one
Academy Level unit in Bible/Theology Skills studies, Bethany Experience
and complete the requirement for the Brethren College Experience.
Pastors will earn two continuing education credits (2.0 CEUs).
The registration deadline is March 27.

Annual TRIM and EFSM orientation
July 28-30, 2017 at Bethany Seminar y in Richmond, IN.
For additional information, please contact academy@bethanyseminary.edu
or call 800-287-8822, ext. 1820. Please give thoughtful and prayerful consideration to those
who might be called to enter these ministry training programs
March 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide

Canada
Pray for God's comfort and consolation for those mourning the six men killed in a
mosque in Quebec City. Pray for strength and healing for the 19 people injured. Pray for
an end to Islamaphobia and the violence it incites.
Dominican Republic
Pray for traveling mercies for the 11 members of the Buffalo Valley Church of the Brethren in Mifflinburg, Pa., as they serve with Iglesia de los Hermanos, the Church of the
Brethren in the Dominican Republic. The group will work with the Dominican Brethren to
repair the church in San Jose and to begin construction on a new church building in La
Batata. Pray for blessings for both the residents and the guests of these communities.
Pray for sacred relationships to form between them.
Haiti
Pray for the 10 members of the Little Swatara Church of the Brethren in Bethel, Pennsylvania, serving in the town of St. Marc. They are assisting with community ministry
and in constructing homes for two families. The group is serving with Youth With A Mission (YWAM).
Pray for traveling mercies for the 16 members of Chiques Church of the Brethren in
Manheim, Pa., who are serving for a week with l’Eglise des Freres d’Haiti (Church of the
Brethren in Haiti). Participants will work on renovations to the Brethren ministry center
and guesthouse in Croix-des-Bouquets. They also will assist with a mobile medical clinic
and relief efforts that are continuing following Hurricane Matthew. Pray for the building
of lasting relationships between Haitian and American Brethren as they serve together.
Cuba
Pray for Global Mission and Service worker Robert Shank as he teaches courses at the
University of Havana this week. Robert was invited to present lectures on molecular biology and plant breeding. Give thanks for the opportunity to build bonds in new places
through education.

March 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
United States
A prayer request comes from Lybrook Community Ministries, a Church of the Brethren
ministry serving with the Navajo community in New Mexico. Here is the request emailed by Jim Therrien, director of Lybrook Community Ministries and pastor of Tók’ahookaadí Church of the Brethren:
On January 25, "… the BLM ( Bureau of Land Management) will have an online auction
of Native Land in the Greater Chaco area. Below is a link to a Youtube video. This video
is about... the sale with the land being used for drilling and fracking. The young lady in
the video, Kendra Pinto, lives on one of the parcels up for sale. The sale gives oil and
gas companies drilling rights. I am asking everyone to pray that BLM will halt the sale
of these lands. There is a lot of community concern about health and safety of the people in these areas. The major concern after the ones I mentioned above is the potential
damage to Chaco Natural Historical Park. The park is home to the Dine' ancestral ruins.
Thank you for your prayers and support."
www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqpzGC0_FgQ
Lybrook Community Ministries is a Brethren Volunteer Service placement site and a
participant in the Going to the Garden program.

A wall near the Lybrook ministry site stresses the environmental impact of fracking. "To ei iina" means "water is
life" in the Navajo language. Photo by Nathan Hosler.

March 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Nigeria
Give thanks for the recently completed workcamp with
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria), where Nigerian and American Brethren joined
together in service, fellowship, and worship. The volunteers
continued work started by the November workcamp: building a
church in Pegi for EYN members displaced from Chibok. They
completed the block walls and finished most of the roof.
Participants finished the workcamp by worshipping in the new
building with more than 200 EYN members.

Brethren volunteers rest under the Pegi church’s new roof. Photo
courtesy of Pat Krabacher

Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in
Nigeria) requests prayers for the family of Rev. Bitrus U.
New roof, Pegi church. Photo
Mbishim, an EYN pastor who died last week at the age of 48.
courtesy of Pat Krabacher.
Mbishim pastored four congregations and was in his final year
at Kulp Bible College.
Praise God for the graduation of students from the livelihood
training programs of Centre for Caring, Empowerment, and
Peace Initiatives (CCEPI). The program, which is sponsored
by the Nigerian Crisis Fund, lasts six to nine months and
trains widows and orphans in livelihood skills such as
soap-making, computer programming, and tailoring. The
graduates received equipment such as sewing machines and
computers to help start their own business. The program
trains 75 participants in three locations.

Graduates of CCEPI livelihood training in
Michika celebrate their new skills and
equipment that will help them earn
income. Photo courtesy of CCEPI.

Pray for comfort for loved ones of the many killed in recent
violence in northeast Nigeria. Boko Haram bombing attacks
in Madagali and at the University of Maiduguri killed at least
15 people. At least 50 civilians were killed in Rann when the
Nigerian military bombed a refugee camp while targeting
Boko Harm insurgents. Pray for healing and peace.
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AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST - March 2017

ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. -110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal)
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758
LICENSED
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
SHAFFER, ABBY R. -(office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594

Please join us…
All You Can Eat
Pancake & Sausage Breakfast
Date: Saturday, March 25, 2017
Time: 7:00 -10:00 a.m.
Location: Maple Spring Church of the Brethren
106 Spring Road
Hollsopple, PA 15935
(814) 479-7062

 Donations appreciated 
Proceeds will support
The Western District Disaster Fund.

The District Women’s Ministries present a
Spring Brunch at the Plumcreek COB
Thursday, April 20, 2017 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Registration begins at 9:00 am

“Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall”
with 2016 District Moderator Sandy Peterman
Reflections on Romans 16:1 & 2

The cost is $10.00 per person.
The Plumcreek COB will be providing brunch and refreshments.

Please RSVP by April 15,2017 - all reservations must be pre-paid before event.

Make checks payable to District Women’s Ministries and mail to:
Arbutus Blough, 845 Speigle Road, Hollsopple, PA 15935-6735
814-629-9279

2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey
“Therefore my heart is glad…….” Psalm 16:9

The District Women’s Ministries are so excited to share with you,
that we will be sponsoring a fabulous Women’s Retreat on
Friday, May 5, 2017 through Saturday, May 6, 2017.
Come share in the Joy of our Lord through stories, inspiration, good music,
laughter, prayer, good food, the beauty of the land and some well-deserved rest.
The Retreat will be held at Camp Harmony this year. Most of our lodging will be
at the Harmony House. You will be pleased with its transformation. All bedding
will be provided except for the pillow for your head. (Please bring your favorite
pillow with you.)
We would also like you to bring a music box with you if you can. We’d like to
hear the story behind it.
Registration will begin on Friday from 4:00pm till 6:00pm.
Dinner will be served around 6:30.
Don’t -worry, there will be time for pampering. We are planning to have a
Message Therapist, an Essential Oil Therapist and a station for nails and toes.
Ladies – Pack your bags and prepare for a relaxing getaway. You’ll grow closer to
friends, deepen your relationship with Jesus and be pampered as well!!

Join the “Joy in the Journey”
The cost of the retreat will be $95.00 each. This will cover all meals and snacks,
entertainment, gifts, refreshments and comfortable lodging. We ask that you pay
$50.00 with your registration. That will be due on April 1st. The other $45.00
should be paid by April 7th. Each person should fill out a registration slip.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey

Registration Form – one form per person
Church: ___________________________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Cost: $95.00 for 2 day retreat – includes meals, lodging and all the fun!
Deposit: $50.00 due by April 1, 2017
Remaining Balance: $45.00 due by April 7, 2017
Please send Registration Forms and fees to:
Pastor Judy Walker, 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette, PA 15644-1954

The District Spiritual Formation Team
Invites all Pastors, Leaders, Pray-“ers”
to Camp Harmony for a
“House of Prayer” Retreat
April 1, 2017

8:30 am to 4 pm

Come and get away for time with the Lord and other brothers and sisters in
Christ. We are privileged to have Dave and Kim Butts as our speakers. Dr. Dave
Butts is the co-founder (along with his wife, Kim) and president of Harvest Prayer
Ministries. He is also the chairman of America’s National Prayer Committee and
chairman of the board of the National Day of Prayer Task Force. A popular
speaker, Dave has authored ten books, including With One Cry: A Renewed
Challenge to Pray for America, Forgotten Power, Desperate for Change: 40 Days of
Prayer for America, and When God Shows Up.
Kim’s passion is to see God’s people recognize that prayer is a continual moment
by moment lifestyle as we align our hearts with the plans and purposes of God for
His glory and the sake of His kingdom. She has a Masters in Spiritual Formation
and Leadership and is the author of The Praying Family: Creative Ways to Pray
Together and co-author (with her husband, Dave) of Revolution on Our Knees: 30
Days of Prayer for Neighbors and Nations.
The cost is just $15 which includes lunch and snacks, along with .5 CE credits for
pastors. Please fill in the form below and send a check for $15 by, March 15th
to: Western PA District, 115 Spring Road, Hollsopple, PA 15935.
___________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
Do you want CE credit? ______
Amount enclosed for the House of Prayer Retreat ____________

Healthy Boundaries 101 – Basic Level
Ethics in Ministry Relations Training
&
A webcast using Zoom will be offered by
the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership
for ministry training students and newly licensed
or ordained clergy.
Monday, May 8, 2017
10:00 am – 4:00 pm eastern standard time
Name: ______________________________
Mailing Address:
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
District: _____________________________
Email: _______________________________
Phone: ______________________________
Fee:
____$30.00 newly licensed or ordained clergy
(includes book and CEU certificate)
____$15.00 current TRIM, EFSM or ACTS ministry
training students (includes book)
A book will be sent via USPS to your mailing address.
Make check payable to: Brethren Academy
Registration deadline: April 21, 2017
No registrations will be received via phone or
email after this deadline.
MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND FEE TO:
Brethren Academy
for Ministerial Leadership
615 National Road West
Richmond, IN 47374

Healthy Boundaries 101– Basic Level
Ethics in Ministry Relations Training
With Julie M. Hostetter
May 8, 2017

 Julie served as the executive director of the Brethren Academy for Ministerial
Leadership July 1, 2008-January 31, 2017.
 Trained at Faith Trust Institute; has led 25 Healthy Boundaries 201 training
sessions in 13 districts in 2014 and 2015; facilitated several webcasts.
 Earned a M.Div. degree from United Theological Seminary (Dayton, OH) and a
D.Min. from Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian
Education (Richmond, VA)
 Ordained for 35 years
 Served the church as a minister of music, minister of Christian education, copastor and interim pastor, interim director of an ecumenical agency and as
moderator of S OH district
 Worked for the Church of the Brethren General Board as the Congregational
Life Team Coordinator in the southeast (1997-2005) and as seminary
administrator at United (1982-88; 2005-2008)
 Her husband, Michael, is the retired pastor of Salem CoB in Englewood, OH.
 Their younger daughter teaches middle school vocal music in Virginia. Their
older daughter is a sign language interpreter who lives in Knoxville, TN with
her husband and two young daughters.
This training session will take place via webcast on Monday, May 8 from
10:00 am – 4:00 pm eastern standard time with a break for lunch. A website link will
be emailed to participants a few days prior to the webcast. This link will connect you to
the webcast room. Dan Poole, Director of Educational Technology at Bethany
Seminary, will provide technology support for this event.
If interested in attending this Healthy Boundaries 101 training and overview of the 2008
Ethics in Ministry Relations Paper, please return this registration form with payment
enclosed. For questions regarding this event contact the Brethren Academy at
academy@bethanyseminary.edu. There is a registration fee of $30 for this continuing
education event and 0.5 CEU will be granted. The registration fee for current BTS,
TRIM, EFSM or ACTS ministry training students is $15.00. Registration and payment
must be sent to the Brethren Academy by April 21, 2017. No phone or email
registrations will be accepted after this deadline date.

BRETHREN HOME
COMMUNITY WINDBER
MARCH, 2017

HARVEST HOME WRAP UP:

Many thanks to the twenty-nine churches

that participated in Harvest Home 2016. Along with $300 designated for televisions,
$3,389 was given for general Home projects. A great assortment of in kind donations
was also given and put to use throughout our community. The originality of some of the
donations was amazing, the beautiful sewing and hand work in others was outstanding,
and the generous outpouring of items selected just for our residents was wonderful to
see. Thanks to every church and Sunday School class that contributed to the cause!

BRENDA MATHIS, D.O.N., EARNS CERTIFICATION: Mrs. Brenda
Mathis, Home Director of Nursing, has completed the requirements to become a
Certified Nursing Director in Long Term Care. The certification is awarded by the
American Society for Long Term Care Nurses. Mrs. Mathis is a long time employee of
the Home, having served as a registered nurse before accepting the Director of Nursing
position.

MARCH RUMMAGE SALE SET: The Home Housekeeping Department will be
holding a Rummage Sale on March 9, 10, (7 AM – 3PM) & 11 (8 AM – Noon) in the basement
Home Social room. Shoppers are welcome, as are donations for the sale. Please bring

donations to the Home to laundry any weekday from 7 AM – 3 PM. Call Chris Knepper
at 814-361-6467.

VALENTINE THANKS:

Our Valentine’s Day was

made brighter by the many valentines – both handmade and
purchased – that we received from folks around the district.
Bless all of you who made our day blessed!

2017 H0me auxiliary

Shoe Project
Over the past three years, our Auxiliary has earned over
$4,000 through funds2orgs shoe collection projects. We will be
organizing another shoe project this spring. Please ask your
congregation to become involved with this campaign by
collecting shoes now.
We hope to reach our goal of 2,500 pairs of shoes collected
and delivered to the Home by JUNE 30.
All profits are used by the Auxiliary to meet needs of the
Brethren Home residents and best of all, no sales are involved,
just the gift of used shoes.
Here’s How to Participate:
1. Ask your congregation to save gently worn shoes, boots,
slippers or flip flops.
2. Collect the shoes at your church, put a rubber band
around each pair, and deliver them to the Home
Activities department.
Questions? Call Susan Haluska,
Activities Director at 814.361.6466

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

CONNECT - Acts 2:46-47 – 2017 THEME – Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Remember to schedule a visit from Camp Harmony……
To promote the ministry to children and adults
To visit Church Boards with an open book policy. Please let us know.
When we connect with each other, the job set before us from the Lord becomes easier
********
2016 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that
the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District
contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated. The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
now had 12 families including some churches for a total of $676. Thank you so much for your
donations and prayers.
*******
SILVER RING THING
Camp will be helping with this program on March 22, from 7 – 9 at Conemaugh Township High
School. We will be housing the leaders who are in the area. For more information go to
www.silverringthing.com
NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE
Lake Junaluska
September 4 -8, 2017
As stated at District Conference 2016 – Camp Harmony will be coordinating a trip to
NOAC - stay tuned for further information and plan accordingly. We will be offering
transportation down and back so that Western Pennsylvania District will be
able to travel together. Any input from individuals will be greatly appreciated. Please call
Camp to let us know you might be interested.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and always
getting into trouble for Jesus.” Quote from Dan West . . .
Future Events
Spring Fling Hawaiian Luau – March 18 – See poster
Some Congregations have reserved tables of 8. Plan for an evening of fun and
fellowship with friends.
Alutiiq Security Training – March 15 – 20
Prayer Conference – April 1
Fish Fry – Lenten Service ( Hosted by Johnstown Sub-District) More information will be
Coming – April 2
Spring Scrapbook Retreat – April 7 – 8
St Paul’s Presbyterian Women’s Retreat – April 7 – 8
Nut Rolls – April 11 – 13 – See poster
Quilt Retreat – April 21 – 23
*******
EMPOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Lifeguards, Counselors, Maintenance, Cooks, Kitchen Assitants, Facilitators, Housekeeping
Inquire at Camp now for seasonal positions. We are already in the process of hiring. Do not
delay. Camp hopes to have the seasonal staff ready by March – April.
*******
VOLUNTEERS
Every Tuesday a group of men and women come to Camp to volunteer – there is always an
endless amount of tasks needed to be completed. They range from carpentry, painting, to
stuffing envelopes for a mailing. We welcome your presence as a volunteer, not only on
Tuesday, but actually any day of the week. The company is wonderful, food for lunch is tasty,
and the atmosphere is unbelievable. Help us do the Lord’s work by volunteering. You make
your schedule.
Keep in mind we also daily deliver meals or snacks to children. If you could take an hour out of
your day to help with this delivery that would be extremely helpful.
Please consider volunteering at Camp and give us a call…1-814-798-5885.
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Camp Harmony

Nut Roll Sale
Put your orders in for a traditional and delicious spring treat that will also benefit Camp!
The sale of each nut roll will go directly to support the ministry of Camp Harmony.

Each 1-foot roll is $10.00
Nut rolls will be made by camp staff and volunteers on April 10 & 11 (call to volunteer to help).
Camp staff will deliver to your church or you may pick them up at Camp on April 11 after 2 pm.

Nut rolls will be delivered to churches April 12 & 13, just in time for Easter!
NAME

PHONE NUMBER

# OF NUT ROLLS

Delivery or Pick-up

Phone: 814-798-5885 Email: harmony@campharmony.org Website: www.campharmony.org
Visit our Facebook Page!

Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW
Form B that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contact persons will be
coming to congregations and contact persons soon. Please be sure to
review the material provided on Form B and make updates as they are
needed. Complete addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as
well as email addresses, if they are available. The Additional Officers
Form for 2016 will be sent from the District Office soon.
In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2016/2017 had been sent from the COB Stewardship
Office and was due by December 1, 2016. If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361. A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless
reporting.
The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of February 20. ALL of these informational
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and
they provide a copy for the District Office. If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181. Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.
Thanks!

Church
Code
37-010
37-015
37-020
37-030
37-050
37-060
37-068
37-070
37-080
37-090
37-100
37-110
37-130
37-140
37-150
37-160
37-170
37-190
37-195
37-200
37-210
37-220
37-230
37-240
37-250
37-310
37-320
37-340
37-350
37-360
37-380
37-390
37-400
37-410

Church Name
Arbutus
Beachdale
Bear Run
Berkey
Bethel
Brothersvalley
Canaan
Center
Center Hill
Conemaugh
Connellsville
County Line
Elbethel
Erie Community United
Fairchance
Fair View
Farmington Bethel
Geiger
Good Samaritan
Greensburg
Greenville
Hooversville
Hostetler
Hyndman
Indiana
Ligonier First
Locust Grove
Maple Glen
Maple Grove
Maple Spring
Meyersdale
Middlecreek
Monroeville
Montgomery

Form A

Form B

2016 Statistical Report
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Church
Code
37-260
37-420
37-430
37-270
37-440
37-450
37-460
37-470
37-475
37-480
37-500
37-505
37-508
37-510
37-520
37-530
37-280
37-540
37-550
37-560
37-570
37-580
37-590
37-620
37-630
37-635
37-640
37-290
37-645
37-300
37-650
37-660

Church Name
Morrellville
Mount Joy
Mount Pleasant
Moxham
Nanty Glo
Natrona Heights
Oakdale
Penn Run
Pike Run
Pleasant Hill
Plumcreek
Purchase Line
Rayman
Robinson
Rockton
Rockwood
Roxbury
Rummel
Salisbury
Scalp Level
Shade Creek/Ridge
Sipesville
Somerset
Ten Mile
Tire Hill
Union Chapel
Uniontown
Walnut Grove
Way of Hope
Westmont
Windber
Wooddale

Form A

Form B
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2017 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

MARCH 2017
1
- ASH WEDNESDAY
2
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m.
3
- WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
5
- FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
12
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS (Turn clocks AHEAD one hour)
12
- SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
13
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 10:00 a.m.
19
- THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
25
- Pancake and Sausage Breakfast for BDM, Maple Spring, 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
26
- ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
26
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
APRIL 2017
1
- House of Prayer Retreat – Camp Harmony, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
2
- FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
9
- PALM SUNDAY
10
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
13
- MAUNDY THURSDAY
14
- GOOD FRIDAY
16
- ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
17
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
20
- DWM, Spring Brunch, TBA
22
- Earth Day
23
- Spring Tea at BHCW, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
24
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

MAY 2017
4
- NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
4
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m.
5-6
- District Women’s Retreat – Camp Harmony
7
- NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY
11
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
14
- HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
15
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
20
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Mount Joy Church
22
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
25
- ASCENSION DAY
29
- MEMORIAL DAY
29
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
JUNE 2017
4
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday)
4
- Annual Conference Briefing, Geiger COB
8
- DWM, Camp Day, Camp Harmony
18
- HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
19
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
19
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
26
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
28
-ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Grand Rapids, Michigan
JULY 2017
2
- ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Grand Rapids, Michigan
4
- INDEPENDENCE DAY
20
- Core Leadership Team 6 p.m., (District Conference Business)
24
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
28
- District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church (District Conference Business)
31
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
AUGUST 2017
3
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m.
21
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
28
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 2017
4
- LABOR DAY
7
- Key Ladies Luncheon, BHCW
14
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
23
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
29-30 - HARMONY FESTIVAL at Camp Harmony

OCTOBER 2017
1
- WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
21
- District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
23
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
30
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
NOVEMBER 2017
2
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m.
4
- TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
5
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
23
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
26
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 2017
3
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9
- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come
10
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PLEASE NOTE
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
Dates will be added or
?
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. changed as needed. If your
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!

