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SPIRITUAL RENEWAL/PRAYER
Several years ago in a newsletter
article I wrote about my grandparents
talking about the need for a “spring tonic”
to cleanse the bodies system. After the
past few weeks of winter we might all
benefit from a “spiritual spring tonic” to
refresh and get our hearts and minds
centered on the Lord. Certainly as we
journey through the Lenten Season this
gives a wonderful opportunity for
renewal and centering on the death and
resurrection of Christ our Lord. By using a Lenten devotional or just taking time
daily to read and meditate on God’s Word will be beneficial.
Thinking about what I wanted to share, I was inspired and encouraged by a
devotional shared by Joy Derck at the Core Leadership Team meeting last
week. She read an excerpt from a book by Tom Blackaby, “Experiencing God’s
Love in the Church.” It was based on Jeremiah 29:11-13 and suggested we are
quick to call on God when we have a need, but not otherwise. God desires that
we search for him with all our hearts and Joy asked, “Do we know how to do
that?” I pray daily that we do, but there is that still small voice in the back of my
mind that asks, if we really know how to pray and seek God with all our
heart?
To seek God with all our heart requires time alone with God and time with
others as we pray and our open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. I would
challenge all of us as we continue to through the Lenten Season to pray with all
our heart. Too spend a significant amount of time during our prayer time not
asking God for anything. Let’s just lift our voices in praise and adoration for all
the blessings God has and continues to bless us with every moment of every
day. Then spend some time just listening for God’s still small voice.
This opportunity and challenge to be in prayer is not just for those who receive
the Highlights, or the pastor, but for every member in every faith community in
the Western PA District. I will be sending this out to all pastors on my email
mailing list. It will be up to you to share it and hopefully find a way to get
members in your congregation involved.
Also, I want to encourage each of us to be in prayer for an event coming up on
May 6 – 7, at Camp Harmony. “Move in Our Midst,” is an opportunity for
pastors to spend time in prayer and seek God’s will and direction for
strengthening their ministry. Blessings this day as we journey with Christ
through Lent to celebrate Resurrection Sunday, on March 27!
RDB
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District Office News

2016 DISTRICT DIRECTORY
The 2016 District Directory is nearly complete.
Pastors and Church Contacts will receive a copy
via email by mid-March.

LEADERSHIP
JoAnn Dermer
- part-time, Hyndman
Vince Cable
- interim, Fairchance
Robert Wolf
- full-time, Pleasant Hill

If you would like a paper copy or a CD, please
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

HOSPITALIZED
 Please pray for Pastor Isaac Baldeo as he
was in the hospital for tests

SYMPATHY
• To the family of Jesse Ridgeway who
passed away in January. Jesse is the husband
of Dorothy Ridgeway from the Connellsville
congregation.
• To the family of Doris Jean Showalter who
passed away at the end of January. Doris Jean
is the mother of licensed minister Cheryl
Marszalek.

NEW MEMBERS
Tire Hill Congregation
 James and Tracey Kensinger have moved
their membership to the Tire Hill
Congregation

April 2016 Highlights Deadline

March 10, 2016
Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

NEED YOUR HELP
If your congregation will produce a new
directory in 2016, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!
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AbbsTract March 2016

“Successful.” It’s an ambiguous word that
a lot of us hope to be. It means different things to
different people. And most parents, whether
Christians or not, will say that they want their
children to be successful. For many, that means
they want their kids to get good grades, to be
well-liked, to go to college, to get a job that pays
well – you know, to be successful.
For other families, success might mean
something else – that their kids would graduate
from high school, that they would get some kind of
fulfilling job, that they would marry decent people,
that they would serve God in whatever field they’re
called to. Successful.
However you’ve defined success in your
family, there are three constant markers of
“successful” kids that I’ve noticed. Now, I’m no
psychologist, but I do get to meet and interact with
a lot of children and youth, and over the years, I’ve
made some observations.
So, I present Abby’s unofficial “big three” traits of
successful kids:
They have abilities, and they know it.
In general, the young’uns I’ve met
who know how to do something well are more
confident, easier to talk with and better adjusted in
social situations. I’m not talking about the ones
who think they’re the best at everything – that’s
usually just false bragging and it stems from
insecurity. I mean the girl who knows horses,
inside and out – she can ride them, care for them,
communicate with them – she knows her stuff.
And the boy who can draw and sketch like
nobody’s business – pictures flow out of his pencil
and he works at it daily.
Sometimes these abilities are natural (talents) and
sometimes they’re learned (skills). And even if it’s
just one thing … they’re truly good at it and they
know it. A young person who knows he is able to
offer something to the world (and to the Lord) is
already ahead.

They have boundaries and they know it.
Part of the disintegration of culture
that we mourn today involves the fact that
many young people grow up without appropriate
boundaries in place. Some parents are overworked
or involved in their own lives, and a lot of kids get
away with behavior that should be corrected. I’m
not a parent, so I don’t say much, but I see so
many situations in which I think “that’s going to
come back to bite you!” Successful kids know the
rules and they know the consequences.
Why does the state put guardrails up along
the roadsides? To protect us. If you’ve ever hit a
patch of ice or gravel and bounced off the guardrail,
you’re mighty thankful it was there. It’s far better
to hit that boundary than to go over the
embankment! The same is true when it comes to
raising children – they need to know that
boundaries are in place for their well-being.
Boundaries let them know they’re loved.
They are loved, and they know it.
Have you ever met a person who isn’t
sure if they’re loved? Maybe you’ve been
that person. Listen – kids need to know that they
know that they know that they’re loved. By God, by
family, by friends, by teachers – love must be
sincere and unconditional. Even if there’s a kid in
your life that you don’t necessarily like – and kids
are people, so that’s entirely possible – you’ve got
to love her.
Scripture is full of talk about love; it is so
important. Perfect love drives out fear, God loved

us enough to send Jesus, Love never fails.

Successful kids do not need to spend time
questioning whether they’re loved.
In this world of broken families, rampant
social media, 24/7 world news cycles, addiction,
bullies, teen pregnancy, terror threats,
over-sexualization, empty promises – kids need to
know they’re loved.
So, now we need to ask ourselves – how do
we help to raise successful kids within our families,
churches and communities? I encourage you to
take stock of your talents and skills, and ask the
Lord how you might better use what you’ve got to
help local kids get onto the right track.

And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on
My behalf is welcoming Me.
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Local Church/District News

From the District Library…
Our guest reviewer says: A Bonnet

Pray

for Virginia is the story of a girl
struggling to find her place in the
world as she grows to be a woman.
At school, she deals with bullies and
completing her work on time.

For our nation
For our community
For our churches
For our families

Move in Our

The most important struggle that Virginia goes
through is a spiritual one. She loves God and comes
to accept Jesus, but she wrestles with how to act
out her devotion. She wants to join the church, but
she is afraid that rules about hair and dress will keep
her away. She loves the Brethren beliefs of her
father, but other girls in the town have differing
beliefs. How can she follow what God wants her to
do, and how can she know His plan for her life?

Midst
Pastor’s Retreat
May 6 - 7, 2016

Friday 4:00 pm to Saturday 3:00 pm
at Camp Harmony
The facilitators of the conference want to
bring personal and community transformation
to the nations.
There is no cost to attend and attendees will
receive .5 C.E.U credit.
Friday dinner, Saturday Breakfast
and lunch included.
Pastors will receive additional information via
mail in the coming weeks.
“Come to relax, be renewed,
and recharged”

When she feels closer to some
friends than others, she must
decide what to do. As she grows,
she wants to be treated more like an adult, but that
means ever-increasing chores and deciding how to
get everyone to stop calling her by her nickname.
In the midst of all this, her emotions get mixed up.
She finds herself feeling happy, sad, and angry – all
at once. Growing up is hard! Who can she talk to
about it?

The beauty of this book is that it is very relevant to
today, but it is based on the true story of a Dunkard
(Brethren) girl living in Kansas in the late 1800’s. It
reads a little like the later Little House on the Prairie
books, since it is roughly the same time period and
region of the country. This book is excellent for any
teenager to read to be comforted that the struggles
of growing up have been going on for centuries.
There will be ups and downs. There will be
well-meaning adults who both encourage and
discourage you on the journey, but God will always
be there.
It is wonderful to find an exciting story with this
message that doesn’t expose the reader to the
temptations, sins and graphic descriptions of the
physical growing process that are the focus of so
many coming-of-age novels.
-AM
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District News

The Outreach and Service Team of the
is currently looking for volunteer(s) to be the
Western PA District Brethren Heritage and
Peace Representative
Responsibilities include:
1. Help promote peace education by interacting with individuals, pastors, and congregations:

Pastor Barry Conn from the County Line COB is
setting forth the following challenge:

• The Biblical foundation for the way of
peace
• Brethren heritage and practices regarding
peace
• Biblical shalom, justice, and reconciliation
• Peace - learning ways to live peaceably
with one another

If you are taking the challenge, please send an
email to: barry_conn@live.com and let him
know.

2. Share peace education materials and
instruction with the youth in our District by
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at
Camp Harmony, and other group settings
arranged by the District Children and Youth
Ministry Coordinator

Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center

(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)

3. Work with the District Outreach and Service
Team in any way that the Team can help the
representative with the above responsibilities

Pasta Buffet - Saturday, March 5, 2016
PA Dutch Buffet - Saturday, April 2, 2016 from 4
pm - 7 pm

4. Report annually to the District Outreach and
Service Team as to the work that has ben
accomplished in a given year.
Please contact Pastor Bill Wenger at
814-539-7807 or pastormcob@yahoo.com if
you are interested in serving.

Quilt Retreats - 8 am to 8 pm
April 8, 2016 and April 9, 2016
Scrapbook and Card Making Retreat
April 16, 2016 - 8 am to 8 pm
Call Julie at 724-840-2704 for more information.

March 2016
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District News

Request for Information…
Hi everyone – we’re working steadily to fulfill our dream of publishing a real book full of submitted
testimonies. Yes – thank you to all who sent in their “God Stories” – we have an editor and a
publisher and this is happening!
We do, however, have two stories by the same author that are unsigned – we would very much
like to have a name to add.
We’re looking for someone who rolled her vehicle and survived; her two younger sons
are Scott and Dennis, and they have two older siblings; Dennis served as an Army MP
early on in the Iraq War. If that sounds familiar, please call or email me today!
Others have submitted stories that are quite short – if someone contacts you about adding more
to them, please help us out. We don’t want to put words in your mouth, but we don’t want to
publish a lot of blank space, either!
Also, if you have an unsubmitted story of God’s power/faithfulness/general awesomeness that you
would like to share, send it in. This is really the absolute last call – we’d like to have these books
in your hands at District Conference next year.

Thanks to all who have supported this project – please keep the ongoing work in your prayers!

-

Abby Shaffer

-

wpadistrictyouth@gmail.com

(on behalf of the Spiritual Formation Team)

March 2016
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

National Young Adult Conference
May 27 - 30, 2016
“Creating Harmony” Colossians 3:12-17

Annual Conference 2016
Greensboro, NC
June 29 - July 3

National Young Adult Conference (NYAC) offers
people ages 18-35 the chance to worship and
fellowship for four days on the campus of
Manchester University in Indiana.

Both delegate and non-delegate
registrations are open at this time.
Anyone with questions can contact the
Conference Office by calling
800-323-8039, ext. 365.
Or email at annualconference@brethren.org.

For more information, please contact the
Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office
(800) 323-8039, ext. 385 or
COBYouth@brethren.org

More details will be coming soon!
Please continue to pray for
the situation in
Nigeria.
Remember them daily as we all
pray for peace to come to that
devastated region. Visit
www.brethren.org for more
information.

So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear,
be totally ready to receive the gift that’s
coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t lazily slip
back into those old grooves of evil, doing just
what you feel like doing. You didn’t know any
better then; you do now. As obedient children,
let yourselves be pulled into a way of life
shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and
blazing with holiness.
God said, ‘I am holy; you be holy.’

1 Peter 1:13-16 The Message

Registration is open!
www.brethren.org/workcamps
Job Openings
If you are interested in job opportunities through
the Church of the Brethren, open positions can be
found at http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html

March 2016
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Dominican Republic
Pray for the 14 members of Buffalo Valley (Pa.) Church of the Brethren serving with
Iglesia de los Hermanos (the Church of the Brethren in the Dominican Republic). The group will
be working on church construction projects with the congregations in Magueyal and Azua, and
they will assist with youth retreats over the weekend. Pray for safety for Dominican and U.S.
Brethren as they travel and work together. Pray for the forging of meaningful, lasting
relationships.
South Sudan
Pray for health and wholeness for Global Mission and Service
worker Athanasus Ungang as he been suffering and illness.
Athanasus maintains the Brethren Peace Center in Torit and
served as host for the group of U.S. Brethren who have been
Visiting there.
Continue to pray for the people of South Sudan, where the
ongoing conflict has led to mass displacement and food shortage.
Pray for the victims of atrocities, such as torture, rape,
enslavement and murder, which have been committed by both
government soldiers and rebel troops. Pray that all those who
perpetuate violence, hate, and fear in this conflict may
experience a change of heart and mind.
Nigeria
Pray for God’s comfort and healing amid the sorrow and suffering
following multiple violent attacks in northeastern Nigeria this past
week. Markets were bombed in the villages of Chibok and Gombi,
and the village of Dalori was attacked with guns and explosives.
Numbers are uncertain, but an estimated 100 people lost their
lives in these acts of terror, and many more were injured. Pray
that peace may prevail.

Global Mission and Service
worker Athanasus Ungang.
Photo by Cheryl BrumbaughCayford.

Haiti
Pray for the events of Eglise des Freres d’Haiti (Church of the Brethren in Haiti) taking place at
the ministry center in Croix-des-Bouquets. As the National Committee meets, pray for wisdom
as they continue planning the ministries of the Haitian church. Pray for engaged hearts and
minds in the theological training session taking place. Twenty-seven participants will study
homiletics and explore the Old Testament books of Joshua through Esther.
United States
Pray for the participants of Brethren Volunteer Service unit #312 as they travel from Florida to
their projects.The volunteers have spent three weeks of orientation at Camp Ithiel in Gotha and
the First Church of the Brethren in St. Petersburg. Pray for strength, joy, and humility as they
spend the next one to two years in full-time volunteer service.

March 2016
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April 17, 2016
5:00 pm
Camp Harmony
The Messiah in the Passover Banquet is a wonderful presentation that opens up the Old
Testament and gives Christians new insights into communion. The Banquet will be
approximately 2 and a half hours featuring a full Jewish Seder meal and explanations
of the traditions presented. The presenter is Paul Cruz from Chosen People Ministries in
New York City.
Paul was born and brought up in New York in a family with mixed
Jewish-Gentile roots. In 1971 the U.S. Navy sent Paul to a
communications facility in the Australian outback. Out of
boredom, Paul agreed to attend a home Bible study near the
base. There, the Holy Spirit used the Book of Romans to show
Paul that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel.
This event is open to people of all ages and families are encouraged to attend and be part of
this experience.
Cost for this event is $12.00 for adults, $6.00 for children ages 5 - 12,
children ages 4 and under are free.
Please RSVP by April 6, 2016 to the District Office at 814-479-2181 or tlehman@brethren.org.
Make checks payable to the Western PA District.

CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES

Please join us…
All You Can Eat
Sausage & Pancake Breakfast
Date: Saturday, April 2, 2016
Time: 7:00-10:00 a.m.
Location: Maple Spring Church of the Brethren
106 Spring Road
Hollsopple, PA 15935
(814) 479-7062

Donations welcome! Proceeds will support
The Western District Disaster Fund.

Mark’s Gospel reminds us that we are called to reach out to persons of all needs and abilities and to go to
extraordinary lengths to bring them to Jesus: “Then some people came, bringing to Jesus a paralyzed man,
carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the
roof above him…” Mark 2:3-4. Church of the Brethren congregations committed to and actively engaged in
ministry to and with persons with disabilities are therefore recognized as Open Roof congregations. (Please see
the back for a listing from 2007.)
This year, we are shifting from offering an award for such efforts to designating congregations with disabilities
ministries as members of the Open Roof Fellowship. This fellowship brings together those who are engaged in
“ensuring that all may worship, serve, be served, learn, and grow in the presence of God as valued members of
the Christian community.”
Engagement in such a ministry may include
 facility modifications allowing persons with limited mobility, sight or hearing to fully participate in the
life of the church
 program changes to accommodate and empower those with developmental and/or learning disabilities
 staff hires or volunteer designations to advocate for and assist those with varying abilities in the
congregation
 building relationships with community agencies, organizations, and/or group homes that serve persons
with disabilities and/or mental illness
Open Roof congregations are enriched through diversity and enlivened by welcoming all into Christian
fellowship, worship, education, discipleship, and service. Through this designation, in addition to being
connected to each other, congregations will be listed as such in the Church of the Brethren Yearbook, and
receive information of interest from the Church of the Brethren Disabilities Ministry Office and the Anabaptist
Disabilities Network.
Interested congregations are invited to join by filling out an application and sharing their story at
www.brethren.org/disabilities/openroof by June 1. Applications received after the due date will be considered
for the following year. Certificates of designation are presented at the denominational board meeting prior to
Annual Conference.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie Eisenbise, Director of Intergenerational Ministries, 1-800-3238039 x306 or deisenbise@brethren.org. Additional information, self-assessment tools, resources and
encouragement to begin, continue, expand and strengthen disabilities ministries in congregations can be found
at: www.brethren.org/disabilities.

Since it is becoming increasingly more difficult to secure a crew of eleven
volunteers via telephone, with the help of the District, I will be using email to
communicate with churches and individuals to line up the necessary people to make
the program work. This system, I hope, will streamline the process and eliminate
missed calls and phone messages that sometimes go unanswered. Missed calls and
unanswered messages require another time-consuming telephone call, sometimes
with the same results! After the receipt of an email, and after checking the printed
schedule PLEASE consider giving a day or a week out of your busy schedules
toward this very rewarding, worthwhile ministry.
Contact your church coordinator to volunteer. If your church does not have one
PLEASE contact Herb Ewald at hjewald@atlanticbb.net or (814) 539-8530.

Day Trips
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXX
Apr. 07, 2016
Apr. 19, 2016
Jun. 09, 2016
Jun. 28, 2016
Aug. 11, 2016
Aug. 29, 2016
Oct. 06, 2016
Oct. 25, 2016
Dec. 08, 2016
Dec. 20, 2016

Week Trips
Jan.
Mar.
May.
Jul.
Sept.
Nov.

03-09, 2016 Spotswood
13-19, 2016 Project #2
08-21, 2016 Colorado
17-23, 2016 Colorado
18-24, 2016 Colorado
06-12, 2016 Project #2

Other than the day trips to New Windsor all
All week long trip will be announced as the
information becomes available.
THANK YOU!

AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST
January 2016
ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BALDEO, ISAAC - 4555 Glen Eden Rd, Cranberry Twp, 16066-3001 - 724 452-0923
BAUGHMAN, CARL L. - 130 Homewood Dr, Butler, 16001-1960 - 724 283-1051
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
BROADWATER, KEVIN L. - 475 Keystone St, Meyersdale, 15552-6943 - 814 442-5684
CABLE, VINCENT E. – 344 Hopwood-Fairchance Rd, Uniontown, 15401 – 724-438-4254
CRABLE, DAVID E. – 23 S. Water St, Masontown, 15461-2151
CHRISTNER, JAY L. – 313 N. Edgewood Ave, Somerset, 15501-1355 – 814-445-4223
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
FORRY, ROGER L. - 341 Lincoln St, Somerset, 15501-1308 - 814 443-2979
GREW, DOTTIE H. - 509 Sherman St, Meyersdale, 15552-1239 - 814 634-5329
HAY, CHARLES R. - 1127 E Main St, Berlin, 15530-1428 - 814 267-3205
HIRONIMUS, BERTHA - 142 Bent Tree Hill, Ligonier, 15658-3202 - 724 238-3984
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 - 814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 - 814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
LONGWELL, ERIC M. - 240 Plumcreek Rd, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 599-8690
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 - 724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 - 724 583-7073
MOORE, EDWIN E., JR. - 107 Sabra Court, Uniontown, 15401-9729 - 724 970-2505
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. - 110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026
REININGER, LINDA L. - 229 Davis St, Johnstown, 15906-1517 - 814 539-1345
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 - 732 319-0099
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SHAFFER, JUDITH A. - PO Box 319, Donegal, 15628-0319 - 724 516-9191
SHAULIS, M. ERIC - 25 Sixth Ave, Meyersdale, 15552-1444 - 814 634-8740
SMITH, A. HARRISON - 506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601 - 724 837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 - 814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WHIPPLE, CHARLES D. - 317 Wyoming St, Greensburg, 15601-3947 - 724 600-6332
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN - 436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639 - 724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
LICENSED
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
ISHMAN, DANIEL R. - 116 Todd Rd, Freeport, 16229 - 724 525-2901
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
THOMAS, SCOTT R. - 2996 Carpenters Park Rd, Davidsville, 15928 - 814 288-2094
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-467-0882
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. - 102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305 - 724 836-0594

Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW Form B
that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contact persons will be
coming to congregations and contact persons soon. Please be sure to
review the material provided on Form B and make updates as they are
needed. Complete addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as
well as email addresses, if they are available. The Additional Officers
Form for 2016 will be sent from the District Office soon.
In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2015/2016 has been sent from the COB Stewardship
Office and was due by December 1, 2015. If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361. A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless reporting.
The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of February 20. ALL of these informational
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and
they provide a copy for the District Office. If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181. Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.
Thanks!
Church
Code
37-010
37-015
37-020
37-030
37-050
37-060
37-068
37-070
37-080
37-090
37-100
37-110
37-130
37-140
37-150
37-160
37-170
37-190
37-195
37-200
37-210
37-220
37-230
37-240
37-250
37-310
37-320
37-340
37-350
37-360
37-373
37-380
37-390
37-400
37-410

Church Name
Arbutus
Beachdale
Bear Run
Berkey
Bethel
Brothersvalley
Canaan
Center
Center Hill
Conemaugh
Connellsville
County Line
Elbethel
Erie Community United
Fairchance
Fair View
Farmington Bethel
Geiger
Good Samaritan
Greensburg
Greenville
Hooversville
Hostetler
Hyndman
Indiana
Ligonier First
Locust Grove
Maple Glen
Maple Grove
Maple Spring
Markleysburg
Meyersdale
Middlecreek
Monroeville
Montgomery
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Church
Code
37-260
37-420
37-430
37-270
37-440
37-450
37-460
37-470
37-475
37-480
37-500
37-505
37-508
37-510
37-520
37-530
37-280
37-540
37-550
37-560
37-570
37-580
37-590
37-600
37-620
37-630
37-635
37-640
37-290
37-645
37-300
37-650
37-660

Church Name
Morrellville
Mount Joy
Mount Pleasant
Moxham
Nanty Glo
Natrona Heights
Oakdale
Penn Run
Pike Run
Pleasant Hill
Plumcreek
Purchase Line
Rayman
Robinson
Rockton
Rockwood
Roxbury
Rummel
Salisbury
Scalp Level
Shade Creek/Ridge
Sipesville
Somerset
Sugar Grove
Ten Mile
Tire Hill
Union Chapel
Uniontown
Walnut Grove
Way of Hope
Westmont
Windber
Wooddale
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BRETHREN HOME
COMMUNITY WINDBER
MARCH, 2016
.

CHAPLAIN LINDA REININGER RETURNS TO SERVICE: The residents and staff
were pleased to have Chaplain Linda Reininger return to the Home after a recent
absence due to illness. She and her husband Jim have made every attempt to attend
Sunday services at the Home during her leave to contribute to the spiritual welfare of
our residents. It is especially good to have her with us as we prepare for Lent, spring
communion and the Easter season.

VIDALIA HAS GROWN!!! Activities director Susan Haluska has been sharing her new
bloodhound puppy, Vidalia, with our residents. Vidalia has made lots of new friends at
the Home, and has just about doubled in size since she joined the staff. She is a recent
obedience school graduate and loves coming to “work” several days a week.

WINDBER AREA HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS VISIT THE HOME: Mrs. Valeri Korber
and WAHS History Club have been volunteering at the Home. They helped prepare for
the Christmas holiday by mailing cards, wrapping gifts, creating centerpieces, cutting
snowflakes, and trimming trees. They ended their visit by caroling throughout the
Home. For Valentine’s Day, they prepared treat bags, prepared individual Valentine
treats, addressed cards, and created door hangings to brighten the halls of the Home.
Not only have their projects brightened the Home, they have impressed the residents
and staff with their sincerity and kindness. It is refreshing to become acquainted with
these teens who represent their school and parents well.

THANKS FOR THE VALENTINES! Sincere thanks to the
congregations and individuals that were able to support the Be My
Valentine project at the Home. The tradition of expressing love and
caring on Valentine’s Day is a great reason to remember residents
with a message of God’s love. We appreciate all those who joined in
the card shower!

MEMORIAL SERVICE PLANNED: The second Home Memorial Service for the
families of residents who passed away during the winter months will be held in the
Home chapel on March 7. The services are planned to express the Home’s sympathy
for each family and to help begin the process of healing for those .

STATE INSPECTION: The state inspection team made its annual visit to the Home in
January. The results of this inspection are used to identify shortcomings in organization
and resident care. Administrator Bob Thompson and Home department heads are
notified of the deficiencies found and then must submit correction plans for each item.
This year the results of the survey will also be used in a new state plan for facility rate
setting.

AUXILIARY SHOE PROJECT: The funds2orgs shoe projects held last year earned
over $3,000 in profit for the work of our Auxiliary. Even though there was no official
collection campaign this winter, donations from several churches and Home visitors
have brought us to approximately one quarter of a minimum shipment of 2,500 pairs.
We are asking district congregations to join with us again this spring in this easy fund
raising project. Simply collect gently worn pairs of shoes, boots, or sandals; place a
rubber band around each pair, and deliver them to the Home Activities department. We
hope to be ready to ship the shoes by June 30. Please help our Auxiliary earn funds
that will benefit Home residents. Church key ladies will be receiving additional
campaign information.

Questions? Call Susan Haluska,
Activities Director at 814.361.6466

HARVEST HOME REPORT: Thanks to the churches who gave so generously to the
2015 Harvest Home campaign. We received many thoughtful in kind donations ranging
from office supplies to quilts that have been put to good use. Our therapy coordinator
Craig Kuhn and purchasing agent Rod Jarvis worked together to make the best use of
the monetary donations designated for wheelchair purchases. Those visiting the Home
during the Christmas season were able to enjoy the results of monetary donations from
both 2014 and 2015 at use in the lobby renovations. Completing the work on the light,
bright entry was a labor of love for the maintenance staff, and has made a positive
addition to the Home.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and always
getting into trouble for Jesus.” Quote from Dan West…
HERITAGE LODGE(oldest and last remaining original building at Camp)NEEDS NEW
ROOF
We are trying to preserve this building and in order to do this – a new green metal roof will be
needed. The projected cost for this roof is $8000. (This does not include labor) Any donations
to this project will be definitely appreciated. Hopefully we will be able to do this project when
the cold winter weather is gone. Thank you.
JOB POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Camp is in the process of hiring for the summer . The following positions are available:
Counselors, Maintenance, Cooks, Kitchen Assistants, Adventure Staff, Lifeguards.
Call Camp for an application, plus submit a current resume and a letter of reference from a
person other than family. Remember do it earlier rather than later since we are hiring now.
Thank you.
FUTURE EVENTS – Call Camp for Information
Spring Fling Couples Dinner – March 19 – See flyer
Nut Roll Sale – March 23 - 24
Spring Scrapbook Retreat – April 8 – 9
Sportsman and Craft Show – April 23 – See flyer
Craft and Flea Market Bazaar – April 29-30 – See flyer
CRAFT SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR 2016
-old dryer hose
-pillow stuffing
-chalk board paint
-new sharpie markers
-small plastic bathroom cups
-glue sticks for mini glue gun
-small flocked birds, animals & butterflies
-masking tape
-gutter guard
-large google eyes
-winter gloves

-chestnuts
-new fabric paint
-stapler
-medium round pine cones
-acrylic paint-basic colors (new)
-Aleene’s &Elmers tacky glue (new)
-lightweight miniature objects & toys
-dried moss
-duct tape
-acorns & acorn caps
-jigsaw puzzles.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158I
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and
always getting into trouble for Jesus” Quote from Dan West…..
2016 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so
that the ministry can bless others. Join the 2016 team. The original premise was that if all
the families in the District contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated.
The 2016 Team has already begun and 16 families have contributed $1000. Thank you
so much for your donations…….
If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, touch a flower.
If you want to touch the future, touch a life.

Keep on the look out for a used truck for Camp…..
A new Bible study called “Run for God”, will begin in February, which will connect with
Camp’s Run the Plank. More information can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/Run-for-God-Windber-PA-1230726390276597/ and
http://www.runforgod.com/class/run-for-god-windber-pa. If you need any additional
information, contact Camp.
******
HOMEMADE NUT ROLLS
Camp again will be making nut rolls during the Easter season. They will be available to
pick up on Wednesday, March 23. We welcome all orders and also help to make them.
Orders are now being taken at $10 a 12” roll. There is an order form included in the
Highlights or call the Camp office. If you would like to join the fun in making them, help
us on Tuesday, March 22. Thank you.
BINDING MACHINE AVAILABLE
Camp was given a new binding machine to use as long as the binders are bought from the
company. It would be great to use for church directories. We are sharing this with
anyone reading this information. If interested contact Camp.

Nut Roll Sale
Put your orders in for a traditional and delicious spring treat that will also benefit Camp!
The sale of each nut roll will go directly to support the ministry of Camp Harmony.

Each 1-foot roll is $10.00
Nut rolls will be made by camp staff and volunteers.
Camp staff will deliver the rolls to your church or they will be available for pick-up at Camp.

Nut rolls will be delivered to churches March 23 & 24, just in time for Easter!

Phone: 814-798-5885 Email: harmony@campharmony.org
Visit our Facebook Page!

Website: www.campharmony.org

2016 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

MARCH 2016
3
- BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m.
4
- WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
6
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
6
- ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
13
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS (Turn clocks AHEAD one hour)
13
- FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
14
- DWM Meeting, 1:00 pm, District Office
20
- PALM SUNDAY
21
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
24
- MAUNDY THURSDAY
25
- GOOD FRIDAY
27
- ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
28
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
APRIL 2016
4
- SVMC Continuing Education class
4
- District Auction Recap Meeting, 6:30 pm, District Office
14
- DWM Spring Brunch at Ligonier COB, 10:00 a.m.
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
22
- Earth Day
24
- BHCW Auxiliary – Annual Resident & Family Spring Tea, 2:00 p.m.
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
27
- SVMC Continuing Education class
MAY 2016
1
- NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY
5
- NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
5
- ASCENSION DAY
5
- BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m.
6-7
- Holy Spirit Conference, Camp Harmony
8
- HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
12
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
15
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday)
15
- SVMC Sunday

District Women’s Ministries Spring Retreat –
dates to be announced

MAY 2016
16
- DWM Meeting, 1:00 pm, District Office
21
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m, TBA
23
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
30
- MEMORIAL DAY
30
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
JUNE 2016
5
- Annual Conference Briefing, location to be announced
9
- DWM, Camp Day @ Camp Harmony
13
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
19
- HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
20
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
29
-ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Greensboro, North Carolina
JULY 2016
3
- ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Greensboro, North Carolina
4
- INDEPENDENCE DAY
18
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- Core Leadership Team 6 p.m., - Beachley Residence (District Conference Business)
25
- SVMC Continuing Education class
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
29
- District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church (District Conference Business)
AUGUST 2016
4
- BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m.
13
- ACTS Course, D.O.
15
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
20
- DWM, Women’s Tea
22
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
27
- ACTS Course, D.O.
SEPTEMBER 2016
1
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
1
- BHCW Auxiliary Key Ladies Luncheon, Noon
5
- LABOR DAY
10
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
10
- SVMC Continuing Education class
10
- ACTS Course, D.O.
17
- BRETHREN HERITAGE FESTIVAL
19
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
26
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

OCTOBER 2016
1
- ACTS Course, D.O.
2
- WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
6
- DWM, Home Day, Brethren Home Community Windber
15
- District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
17
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
22
- ACTS Course, D.O.
24
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
NOVEMBER 2016
3
- BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m.
6
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
5
- ELEVENTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
10
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
10
- SVMC Continuing Education class
12
- ACTS Course, D.O.
19
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
21
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
24
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
27
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
28
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 2016
4
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10
- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come
11
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PLEASE NOTE
19
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
Dates will be added or
26
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. changed as needed. If your
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!
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Church of the Brethren
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We hope that everyone had a blessed Christmas and are
looking forward to a wonderful 2016! As we close 2015,
please take time to watch the following YouTube video
“Hogar Enmanuel– 2015”.

A Christian Home for homeless, abused, and severely neglected children

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwh3HuPKTnw

San Pedro Sula, Honduras

El Hogar de Niños Enmanuel

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOGAR ENMANUEL……..

God has certainly blessed Hogar Enmanuel in 2015 and we are excited to see
where He will lead the Home during the coming year!
GOD IS GOOD!

GRADUATION TIME! This past November, the Hogar
Enmanuel Pre-school graduated it’s third group of
children with a graduation ceremony. It was a proud
moment for the kids, their parents, their teachers, and all
of the staff at Jardin de Enmanuel! The event began
with the procession of the graduates who were each
given a diplomas and then were addressed with a
motivating speech by Blanca Villela, a
representative from the Cargill Group. How
wonderful to see these kids get such a
jump start on their education as they are
prepared now to begin first grade in
February.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES !
We all know that it will be difficult in today’s world to
be without the proper skills. That is why even
during the school break, the children are so blessed
to begin learning computer skills taught by
Jonathan, (Mennonite Central Committee volunteer
from India) on their new computers and to take
English classes taught by Stephanie Breen
(Brethren Volunteer Service volunteer). We are sure that what they learn in
these classes will help to open many doors for them in the future!
But it isn’t all work and no play. As the 2015 School year ended, the children
who were the winners of last year’s reading competition were rewarded with a
day at the beach. They won not only by the number of books, but by being able
to answer questions about the stories they read.

Partnering in the success, I pledge to keep the Enmanuel Children’s Home in my prayers
as well as offer my financial support. Please use my donation for the following fund:

Please provide your name and address on the reverse side
and mail this coupon with your donation

$

General Fund—use where needed most
Child Sponsorship—providing for the basic needs of the children.
If you desire to be assigned to a specific child, contact Rona.

PROVIDING FOR

HOGAR de NINOS ENMANUEL

Staff Sponsorship—providing for the on-site care of the children.

WESTERN PA DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
MISSION PROGRAM - HONDURAS

Maintenance & Development—providing for the maintenance and
improvement of the facilities

THROUGH

115 Spring Rd.
Hollsopple, PA 15935

Nursery Fund—providing for infant care.
Gift Fund—providing for birthday/Christmas gifts

If you prefer to receive this newsletter electronically ONLY,
please email that request to hogaremanuel@verizon.net
and/or sponsorship coupons are also available on the
website at www.hogaremanuel.com

New Bridge Program—helping our adolescents prepare for independent living.
Special fund ________________ (specify)

$

TOTAL ENCLOSED

1ST QTR 2016

Clip and mail with your donation

HOGAR DE NINOS
ENMANUEL

CAN YOU HELP FILL OUR GROCERY CART?
This month we need a little help with the following items
on our grocery list… to help, donate to the “Special
Fund” and specify “GROCERY CART.”
MILK

CEREALS

FLOUR

FRUITS

BEANS

VEGETABLES

CHECK US OUT!
www.hogaremanuel.com

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS SEMINAR

and
Facebook.com/
hogarenmanuel.hn

You are joining to
help us when
you pray for us.
2 Corinthians 1:11

Both the children and staff participated in two seminars about children’s rights
hosted by Honduran Social Services. The seminars were led by Marco Aguilar
from the National Commission of Human Rights in Honduras. Mr. Aguilar talked
about the different laws in place aimed at protecting children as well as the
different duties and rights that each child has. Although many Honduran children are exploited and don’t have these things, at Hogar Enmanuel, in additon
to receiving the basics of food, shelter, healthcare, and an opportunity for a good
education; they learn that they have the right to be loved and respected.

WATCH THE MAIL FOR YOUR
“RECORD OF YOUR 2015 GIVING”
along with a new Sponsorship Coupon Booklet.

Your gifts of love are appreciated well beyond what words
can say. YOU TRULY ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

BVS onsite volunteer
Stephanie Breen with her
“new kids”

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Rona Hemminger, editor
Mobile: 540-649-3111
Email:
hogaremanuel@verizon.net

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF A NEW MAILING
ADDRESS
when sending cards and letters to your
sponsored
child.

e
Attm: Child’s Nam
manuel
En
Hogar de Ninos
SAP 17Q305N
PO Box 523900
3900
Miami, FL 33152(United States Postal Rates apply — but may take several weeks to be delivered.)

