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Looking to God’s Abundance
Well, it’s been almost three months since 2016 District Conference and
we’re supposed to be looking to and for God’s abundance.
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William W. Wenger
Carole J. Horner
Abby R. Shaffer
Tina S. Lehman
CONTACT:
115 Spring Rd.
Hollsopple, PA 15935
814-479-7058
814-479-2181
814 479-2506 fax
WEBSITE:
www.westernpacob.org
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday ~ Friday
8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm

Please send all
Highlights information
to the District Office by
the 10th.

Former New York City mayor Ed Koch used to walk around the city
and talk to people. His famous line as he did was in the form of a question.
Mayor Koch would ask each person he spoke with that same thing. He’d
ask, “how am I doin’?” He wanted to know what the people he governed
thought of the job he was doing as mayor.
Let me turn that around and ask you when it comes to looking
to (and for) God’s abundance, “How are you doin’?” Looking to God’s
abundance; that’s our district conference theme and that was my challenge
to and for you last October.
May I remind you again what God says in our scripture verse, “God
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work” (2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV).
Maybe, just maybe, we are too often too negative in our speech,
actions and our overall lives and that negativity keeps us from looking to
or even recognizing God’s abundance. The apostle Peter gives us what may
be described as being a key verse of evangelism for we believers when he
says, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV).
If I am looking to God’s abundance, then actually seeing it, what is
the next logical step for me? Sharing it! The Lord Jesus Christ said, “You
will be my witnesses.” What does it take to be a witness – a witness of
God’s abundance?

In the New Testament the Greek work for witness is martus. The
main idea of martus is that of being a judicial witness. That is, it’s one who
has evidence that can be presented in a court of law. The question then for
us is, “have we looked for, found and experienced the abundance of God
enough that we can indeed be a witness to it?”
In verse six of 2 Corinthians nine we are reminded, “Remember
this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously (N I V). Yes,

I understand it’s talking about giving, but look again at 2 Corinthians 9:8
and see if it applies to sharing as well.
Blessings,
Vincent E. Cable, District Moderator
February 2017
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District Office News

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

LEADERSHIP

The 2017 District Directory is currently in
progress and a copy will be emailed to the
Pastors and Church Contacts on March 20,
2017.

Pastors
Gary Green — Interim, Moxham
Dan Ishman—Full time, Monroeville
Brian Simmons - Full time, Tire Hill
James Braunns—Part time, Roxbury

If you would like a paper copy or a CD, please
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

Ordained
Cheryl Marszalek—Monroeville
NEED YOUR HELP

HOSPITALIZED


Please pray for Pastor Ken Davis as he is
having respiratory issues.

SYMPATHY
To the family of Pastor Isaac Baldeo as he went
to be with the Lord in December.

If your congregation will produce a new
directory in 2017, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!

To the family of Eleanor Christner who passed
away in January. Eleanor is the wife of Pastor
Jay Christner.

A Word of Encouragement
from the Interim District Executive

NEW MEMBERS
Meyersdale Congregation





Debbie Boyce
Brett Boyce
Tina Boyce
Ron Boyce

Monroeville Congregation


Mary Ellen Cartia

March 2017
Highlights Deadline

February 10, 2017

I want to share a greeting with everyone
in our Western PA District as I begin
my work as the Interim District Executive.
I am looking forward with excitement
at how God can move among us to build up
His kingdom. No matter whether your
congregation is large or small, there is a call
of God upon you. There is great kingdom
work that you can do.
May God’s grace and peace be with you,
and may He give you a clear vision of the
purpose He has for you!

Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

February 2017

Sincerely,
Bill Wenger
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More from the District
Office...

is now available for you to own –
we invite you to get one for yourself and several for
friends and family. What a great gift to share with
someone who needs encouragement in their faith!
As you all may know, a transition is in progress
at the District Office. There are a few changes
to daily office hours so please note them below
and call the Office if you have any questions.

Each page in the book contains Scripture, a personal
reflection, and a prayer to help start your day.
Books are available at the District Office.

District Office Staff Hours:
Interim District Executive Minister,
Bill Wenger
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm*

Make checks payable to Western PA District with
“Book Order” in the memo line. Thanks!

District Treasurer, Carole Horner
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm*
District Youth and Resource Coordinator,
Abby Shaffer— Mondays and Thursdays,
10:30 am to 8:30 pm*

Don’t miss your chance to own this wonderful treasury
of testimonies and meditations – each day bringing
glory to God!

Administrative Assistant, Tina Lehm an
Monday—Friday, 8:15 am to 3:15 pm
Please call the District Office at 814-479-2181
to reach the Office voicemail.
Voicemail and Email are checked daily.
*Hours are subject to change based upon
meetings, conferences, camps, appointments,
etc.

Please be in prayer for:

Our Nation’s
Leadership

Thank you!

February 2017
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AbbsTract

February 2017

So, I’ve been thinking...
It’s a new year, and like most people in the developed
world, I’ve been thinking about making healthier
choices and losing some weight. At our restaurant, the
staff has begun a
two-month weight loss
challenge – winner
takes all.
So as I
stepped onto the scale
and had my starting
weight recorded by a
dear friend, we had a
conversation that got
me thinking.
Through our talk, I
realized that we often say things like “I am a size 12,”
and, “I am 172 pounds.” So, I’ve made a conscious
decision to instead say, “I wear a size 12, and I weigh 172
pounds.” If I say “I am” those things, then I’m
defining who I am by my physical characteristics, which
change and don’t really matter. I don’t want to
associate my value as an eternal soul with my
temporal body, because that’s false.
As I drove home that day, I did some more thinking.
When we say “I am this size or this weight,” we are
making “I am” statements. That reminded me of
Someone else who made “I AM” statements.
Remember that Jesus said things like,
“I AM the Bread of Life,”
“I AM the Light of the World,”
“I AM the Good Shepherd,”
and “I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life.”

“Take this bread and eat it, for this is like My body,
about to be broken for you.”
Isaiah told us that there would
be nothing especially attractive
about Jesus’ appearance, but
that He would be beaten,
shredded, as He took upon His
body the punishment for our
sin.
Every mention of Jesus’ human body speaks
of His divine mission. Even the passage in
1 Corinthians 12 that talks about the Church as
the Body of Christ – it’s about Christians using their
spiritual gifts. Every reference points toward a
spiritual purpose as Jesus fulfilled (and continues
to fulfill) God’s plan.
Maybe body image isn’t a problem for you, but if it is,
I want to challenge you to start thinking about your
physical self in a different way. Stop fixating on
numbers: weight, size, triglycerides, et cetera.
Those are important, for sure, but maybe we need to
start asking ourselves different questions. “To the
best of my ability, am I keeping my body in shape, so I
can be ready to follow where the Lord leads?”
“Am I making choices for my body that honor God?”
“Am I eating this to fuel my body for service and
mission, or am I eating this because I’m bored/tired/
depressed/anxious?”

wordpress.com

When Jesus started a sentence with “I AM,” He
finished it with a spiritual trait, not a physical one.
Really, we have no idea what Jesus looked like. We
don’t know if He was short, tall, fat, skinny, pale, dark
… we don’t know. Scripture doesn’t tell us because it
doesn’t matter.
In fact, the only time we read about Jesus’ body
in Scripture is when we learn of His suffering and
sacrifice.

I didn’t say we’d like the
questions!
I hear all the time (from myself and others) that it’s
hard to get motivated. Maybe asking different
questions will provide a new kind of motivation
for fitness.
Take a few minutes to prayerfully ponder this and ask
God to show you what needs to happen, for His glory
and our good.
We’re all in this together…
:) Abby

February 2017
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Local Church/District News
Calendar of Events 2017:
The Center Hill COB
has an overhead projector they are looking
to give to a good
home. It’s free to anyone who wants it.

April 20

Spring Bunch, location TBA

May 5 & 6

Retreat at Camp Harmony

June 8

Camp Day at Camp Harmony

Mark your calendars,
more information to follow!

Please call the church
at 724-548-7226 if
you are interested.
Thank you!

The Western PA District,
helping those in need:
After the flooding that happened last
year in the Connellsville Area, the
District donated $1,000.00 from the
District Disaster fund to Connellsville
Area Community
Ministries.
CACM serves the Connellsville area with a food
pantry, care and share boutique, kids activities and
crisis assistance.

Hogar Enmanuel is a home is San Pedro Sula,
Honduras that provides a place of refuge to
children in extreme poverty who have no home,
food, or are being abused and severely
neglected—even as babies!
Bill and Rona Hemminger, District Mission
Project Coordinators, distributed these blue
bear banks at the 2016 District Conference as a
fundraiser for Hogar Enmanuel. If you have
been or are continuing to fill up your banks,
you can turn in your bank or a check to the
District Office and the funds will be sent to
Honduras.
Please contact Rona at 540-649-3111 or
hemminger@verizon.net if you have any
questions.
Even your loose change can help make a huge
difference!
Thank You!!

Please keep those affected in your prayers.

Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center
(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)
PA Dutch Buffet - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Saturday, February, 4, 2017
Saturday, March 4, 2017
Saturday, April 1, 2017
Saturday, May 6, 2017
Starting in November, the buffet will be a Pasta
Buffet, and we alternate each month.
Same time and same place!
Call the church office at 724-463-0420 for more
information.

February 2017
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Volunteer
and Job Opportunities

Brethren Academy
Job Opening:

Please read and share!
There are many ways to volunteer in the
District, whether in be through Camp Harmony
or the Brethren Home Community Windber; at
events such as the District Auction; or even
happenings in your own congregation.
The Outreach and Service Team of the District
Leadership Team is still looking for volunteers
to be the Western PA District Brethren
Heritage and Peace Representative. As the
Heritage and Peace Representative you would
be asked to do the following:
1. Help promote peace education by
interacting with individuals, pastors, and
congregations.
2. Share peace education materials and
instruction with the youth in our District by
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at
Camp Harmony, and other group settings
arranged by the District Children and Youth
Ministry Coordinator.
3. Work with the District Outreach and Service
Team in any way that the Team can help the
representative with the above responsibilities.

4. Report annually to the District Outreach and
Service Team as to the work that has been
accomplished in a given year.

Bethany Theological
Seminary and the
Office of Ministry
of the Church of the
Brethren seek to fill
the full-time
position, Executive
Director of the
Brethren Academy
for Ministerial Leadership. The primary functions
of the position are to oversee certificate programs
in ministry education, continuing education for
ministers, and educational events focused on
leadership development in the Church of the
Brethren.
Interested candidates should possess the
following qualifications and abilities:
- Five years of effective leadership in
pastoral ministry
- Ordination and active membership in the
Church of the Brethren
- Master of divinity degree
- A record of regular continuing education
experiences
- Residence in Richmond, Indiana, or the
surrounding area
A complete job description is available on the
Bethany Seminary website. The application
deadline is December 1, 2016. Interviews will
immediately follow, with the position to be filled
by January 31, 2017. Interested candidates should
send their resumes by postal mail or e-mail to
Steven Schweitzer, Academic Dean
Bethany Theological Seminary
615 National Road West
Richmond, IN 47374

Please contact Marsha Smith at 814-535-2213
or charmar467@atlanticbb.net
if you are interested in serving.

deansoffice@bethanyseminary.edu

The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership
is a ministry training partnership of Bethany
Theological Seminary and the Church of the
Brethren Office of Ministry.
Bethany Theological Seminary’s policy prohibits
discrimination in employment opportunities or
practices with regard to race, gender, age,
disability, marital status, sexual orientation,
national or ethnic origin, or religion.

February 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Study Tour of Israel and Palestine
Bridgewater Chaplain Dr. Robbie Miller will lead
a study tour of Israel and Palestine this June.
The tour guide for this 13 day program will be
Dr. Ginger Caessens who is on faculty at the
University of the Holy Land in Jerusalem and
has taught in Israel for over 30 years.

Living not the Garden but in the city and
country, how can we serve God by caring for
creation?
Talks and workshops will include a range of
views on topics such as ethical farming and
consuming, protecting biodiversity, responding
to climate change, and simple living in the 21st
century.
Register at bethanyseminary.edu/forum2017

The Brethren Academy will offer 4.0 CEUs for
any ordained clergy who participate in this
professional growth experience.

Please continue to pray
for the situation in Nigeria.
Remember them daily as we all
pray for peace to come to that devastated region.

The estimated cost of the tour is $4,000 and
includes all expenses including roundtrip
airfare, all meals (except lunch on the free
day), ground transportation, entrance fees,
taxes, and tips.
If interested in more information, please
contact Chaplain Miller at
rmiller@bridgewater.edu
or at 540-421-2720 (please note that email
address on poster is incorrect).

Visit www.brethren.org
for more information.

Job Openings: I f you are interested in
job opportunities through the Church of the
Brethren, open positions can be found at
http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html

I have a lot more things to tell you, but I’d rather not use pen and ink. I
hope to be there soon in person and have a heart-to-heart talk. Peace to
you. The friends here say hello. Greet our friends there by name.

3 John 13-14 The Message

2017 Service Sunday
“Holy Spirit, help me to be present. Turn off all of the worries, distractions, deadlines, and help me to
simply be. Even just a moment let me feel your calm, peaceful love. Amen.”
—This prayer was written by Destinee Wells,
BVS Unit 313, for the 2017 Service Sunday
celebrated on February 5.
Find this and other worship resources atwww.brethren.org/servicesunday
February 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Haiti
Praise God for the ordination of two
ministers with Eglise des Freres d'Haiti,
the Church of the Brethren in Haiti!
Viony Desir was ordained to pastor the Cap
Haitian church, four months after the death
of the church’s pastor and Eglise des Freres'
general secretary, Elie Freny.
Georgia Altenour, pastor of the Delmas
church, is the first woman ordained with
Eglise des Freres d'Haiti. She was one of the
first Haitian Brethren to be baptized, and her
home hosted the beginning of the Delmas
congregation, which was the starting point
for the Haitian Church of the Brethren.

Pastors of Eglise des Freres d’Haiti lay hands on
Georgia Altenour during her ordination service. Photo
courtesy of Ilexene Alphonse

Pray for traveling mercies for the 16
members of Chiques Church of the Brethren
in Manheim, Pa., who are serving for a week with l’Eglise des Freres d’Haiti (Church
of the Brethren in Haiti). Participants will work on renovations to the Brethren ministry
center and guesthouse in Croix-des-Bouquets. They also will assist with a mobile
medical clinic and relief efforts that are continuing following Hurricane Matthew.
Pray for the building of lasting relationships between Haitian and American Brethren
as they serve together.
United States
Registration for Christian Citizenship Seminar and Brethren Workcamps is now open!
Pray that Brethren youth and young adults feel called to put their faith into action
through these opportunities.

Christian Citizenship Seminar (CCS) is a weeklong event offered by Church of the
Brethren Youth and Young Adult ministries and the Office of Public Witness. High school
students will learn about Native American rights and food security and how this social
justice issue interacts with their Christian faith. They then share their voice and faith
perspective by lobbying with their government representatives.
Brethren Workcamps provide youth and intergenerational groups the chance to travel
to a new location and serve the needs of that community. This summer offers 21
opportunities to experience how God speaks to us through service to world and neighbor.

February 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Nigeria
Pray for a group of nine Church of the Brethren members participating in a work camp
with Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). Nigerian
and American volunteers will work together on church construction. Pray for health and
safety and for the Spirit’s presence in building relationships.
Praise God for the graduation of students from the livelihood training programs of
Centre for Caring, Empowerment, and Peace Initiatives (CCEPI). The program, which is
sponsored by the Nigerian Crisis Fund, lasts six to nine months and trains widows and
orphans in livelihood skills such as soap-making, computer programming, and tailoring.
The graduates received equipment such as sewing machines and computers to help
start their own business. The program trains 75 participants in three locations.
Pray for comfort for loved ones of the many killed in recent violence in northeast
Nigeria. Boko Haram bombing attacks in Madagali and at the University of Maiduguri
killed at least 15 people. At least 50 civilians were killed in Rann when the Nigerian
military bombed a refugee camp while targeting Boko Harm insurgents. Pray for
healing. Pray for peace.

Graduates of CCEPI livelihood training in Michika celebrate their new skills and
equipment that will help them earn income. Photo courtesy of CCEPI.

Cuba
Pray for Global Mission and Service worker Robert Shank as he teaches courses at the
University of Havana this week. Robert was invited to present lectures on molecular
biology and plant breeding. Give thanks for the opportunity to build bonds in new
places through education.
February 2017
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The District Spiritual Formation Team
Invites all Pastors, Leaders, Pray-“ers”
to Camp Harmony for a
“House of Prayer” Retreat
April 1, 2017

8:30 am to 4 pm

Come and get away for time with the Lord and other brothers and sisters in
Christ. We are privileged to have Dave and Kim Butts as our speakers. Dr. Dave
Butts is the co-founder (along with his wife, Kim) and president of Harvest Prayer
Ministries. He is also the chairman of America’s National Prayer Committee and
chairman of the board of the National Day of Prayer Task Force. A popular
speaker, Dave has authored ten books, including With One Cry: A Renewed
Challenge to Pray for America, Forgotten Power, Desperate for Change: 40 Days of
Prayer for America, and When God Shows Up.
Kim’s passion is to see God’s people recognize that prayer is a continual moment
by moment lifestyle as we align our hearts with the plans and purposes of God for
His glory and the sake of His kingdom. She has a Masters in Spiritual Formation
and Leadership and is the author of The Praying Family: Creative Ways to Pray
Together and co-author (with her husband, Dave) of Revolution on Our Knees: 30
Days of Prayer for Neighbors and Nations.
The cost is just $15 which includes lunch and snacks, along with .5 CE credits for
pastors. Please fill in the form below and send a check for $15 by, March 1st to:
Western PA District, 115 Spring Road, Hollsopple, PA 15935.
___________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
Do you want CE credit? ______
Amount enclosed for the House of Prayer Retreat ____________

Be Refreshed

at Sweet Life Café!
Yes, this café-themed getaway is as relaxing and refreshing as it sounds! Get
away from the busyness of life as you relax with friends, share laughter and
stories, and spend time with God. Join us at our Sweet Life Café retreat to
experience all this and more!

March 11, 2017 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Maple Spring Church of the Brethren
106 Spring Road; Hollsopple, PA 15935 (814-479-4306)
To Register: Send Check for $25 along with registration form or
Name, Address, Phone number and Special needs information
to the above address no later than February 20, 2017. Make
checks payable to Sisters in Christ Women's Ministry.

Copyright © 2016 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/womensretreats

2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey
“Therefore my heart is glad…….” Psalm 16:9

The District Women’s Ministries are so excited to share with you,
that we will be sponsoring a fabulous Women’s Retreat on
Friday, May 5, 2017 through Saturday, May 6, 2017.
Come share in the Joy of our Lord through stories, inspiration, good music,
laughter, prayer, good food, the beauty of the land and some well-deserved rest.
The Retreat will be held at Camp Harmony this year. Most of our lodging will be
at the Harmony House. You will be pleased with its transformation. All bedding
will be provided except for the pillow for your head. (Please bring your favorite
pillow with you.)
We would also like you to bring a music box with you if you can. We’d like to
hear the story behind it.
Registration will begin on Friday from 4:00pm till 6:00pm.
Dinner will be served around 6:30.
Don’t -worry, there will be time for pampering. We are planning to have a
Message Therapist, an Essential Oil Therapist and a station for nails and toes.
Ladies – Pack your bags and prepare for a relaxing getaway. You’ll grow closer to
friends, deepen your relationship with Jesus and be pampered as well!!

Join the “Joy in the Journey”
The cost of the retreat will be $95.00 each. This will cover all meals and snacks,
entertainment, gifts, refreshments and comfortable lodging. We ask that you pay
$50.00 with your registration. That will be due on February 14th. The other $45.00
should be paid before April 5th. Each person should fill out a registration slip.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey

Registration Form – one form per person
Church: ___________________________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Cost: $95.00 for 2 day retreat – includes meals, lodging and all the fun!
Deposit: $50.00 due by February 14, 2017
Remaining Balance: $45.00 due before April 5, 2017
Please send Registration Forms and fees to:
Pastor Judy Walker, 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette, PA 15644-1954

2017 Work Schedule
Please review the 2017 work schedule below and consider giving a day or a week
out of your busy schedules toward this very rewarding, worthwhile ministry!
Contact your church coordinator, or Herb Ewald at hjewald@atlanticbb.net
or (814) 539-8530 as soon as possible to volunteer.

Thank you!!
Day Trips
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXX
Thursday, April 6
Tuesday, April 18
Thursday, June 8
Tuesday, June 27
Thursday, August 10
Tuesday, August 29
Thursday, October 12
Tuesday, October 24
Thursday, December 7
Tuesday, December 19

Week Trips
March 26 – April 1

Project #2

with Virlina District

July 9 - 15

S. Carolina

with Beaver Creek, Mid - Atlantic

September 3 - 9

Project #2

with Brownsville, Mid - Atlantic

October 1 - 7

S. Carolina

with (open)

All week long trip locations will be
announced as info. becomes available!!

To Register: Contact Karen Hodges at svmc@etown.edu, or 717-361-1450
Reimagining Art for Worship - March 18, 2017, 9 AM – 4 PM
Leader:
Diane Brandt
Location:
Lititz Church of the Brethren
Like the choral anthem, the message, the prayers, and rituals, liturgical art enhances the worship experience. Each element is meant
to awaken us and open our hearts to God. The spiritual disciplines that go into sermon writing—prayer, meditation, study, and
reflection— can also be used to create liturgical art. This kind of art-marking can be called “co-creation,” for one creates in
partnership with The Creator, in a process that is itself an act of worship. This workshop will explore fresh possibilities for art in
liturgical spaces and lead participants through a process for “co-creating” art themselves. Diane Brandt is the Minister of Visual arts at
St. Peter’s UCC, Lancaster PA. Cost is $65.00 (includes light breakfast, lunch, materials fee, and 0.6 CEU’s). Registration deadline is
March 3, 2017.
Understanding Our American Muslim Neighbors - March 25, 2017, 9 AM – 5 PM
Leader:
George Pickens
Location:
Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren
Islam is the fastest growing religion in the US, and this event is designed to introduce our American Muslim neighbors so that we might
begin to love them as Jesus commanded. Participants will visit some of our Muslim neighbors at a local mosque. The presenter, George
Pickens, has been teaching Islam and Christian witness among Muslims for over 25 years, first in Africa where he spent 14 years, and
currently at Messiah College, where he is Professor of Theology and Director of the Program in Peace and Conflict Studies. George is
actively involved in building positive relations with Muslims in the Capital Region of central Pennsylvania, and he is a member of the
Mechanicsburg (PA) Church of the Brethren and an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren. Cost is *$55.00 (includes light
breakfast, lunch, and 0.7 CEU’s) *If 3 or more register from the same congregation, cost is $35/person. If possible, please register all
from congregation at the same time. Registration deadline is March 10, 2017.
Ten-Plus Reasons to Love Leviticus - April 24, 2017, 9 AM – 4 PM
Leader:
Robert Neff
Location:
Elizabethtown College – Susquehanna Room
Leviticus is a book for our time. Leviticus challenges us to lives of integrity seven days a week by: respecting our elders and the
marginalized, resolving our feelings and disputes with our neighbor, protecting the rights of the alien, addressing economic and social
inequity, care for the environment, the appropriate preparation of food and its consumption, living from the perspective of the Holy
One. This study unlike most book investigations will not follow chapter by chapter but will begin in the center of the book with chapter
19 and the directive, “You shall be holy, as I am Holy.” Leviticus invites us to lead a holy life that is strikingly relevant to our lives today.
Bob Neff is an Old Testament scholar, President Emeritus of Juniata College, and former General Secretary of the Church of the
Brethren. He is a member at University Baptist and Brethren Church in State College, PA. Cost is $60.00 (includes light breakfast, lunch,
and 0.6 CEU’s). Registration deadline is April 10, 2017.
Cultivating Conversations; Navigating Elder Care Challenges - May 8, 2017, 9 AM – 3 PM
Location:
Cross Keys Village
As caregivers and pastors, we may feel at a loss for words as we interact with family members dealing with elder care issues. This
informative workshop will provide helpful information related to advance care planning and of legal documents, differences between
palliative medicine and hospice care, and management of the difficult conversations surrounding elder care issues. Topics/Presenters
include: Legal Matters by Clayton Lingg, Elder Care Attorney; Comfort and Care When Needed Most by Joan Groh, Community
Relations Liaison for Hospice & Community Care; and Managing Difficult Conversations by Jennifer Holcolm, Kimberly Korge and Kathy
Straub, Memory Care Support Team Members at Cross Keys Village. Cost is $60 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.5 CEU’s).
Registration deadline is April 24, 2017.

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center
Continuing Education Program presents:

Reimagining

Art for Worship
Led by Diane Brandt
March 18, 2017

Lititz Church of the Brethren
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Like the choral anthem, the message, the prayers, and rituals, liturgical art
“The Ascending Dance” by Diane Brandt
enhances the worship experience. Each element is meant to awaken us and
open our hearts to God. The spiritual disciplines that go into sermon writing—prayer, meditation, study, and reflection—
can also be used to create liturgical art. This kind of art-marking can be called “co-creation,” for one creates in
partnership with The Creator, in a process that is itself an act of worship. This workshop will explore fresh possibilities
for art in liturgical spaces and lead participants through a process for “co-creating” art themselves.
Cost: $65 (includes light breakfast, lunch, materials fee, and 0.6 CEUs) If 3 or more register from same
congregation, cost is $40/person. If possible, please register all from congregation at same time.
Registration deadline: March 3, 2017
Diane Brandt is Minister of Visual Arts at St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Lancaster, PA
REG I STRAT I ON FORM

Mail completed registration form and
payment for Art for Worship to:

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Name

Are you
over 18?

Yes
No

Address
E-mail

Phone

Make checks payable to SVMC.
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450
svmc@etown.edu

Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

D istrict
Other dietary restrictions?

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center

Continuing Education Series

Understanding Our
American
Muslim Neighbors
Led by George Pickens
March 25, 2017, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren

Islam is the fastest growing religion in the US, and this event is designed to introduce our American
Muslim neighbors so that we might begin to love them as Jesus commanded. Participants will visit some
of our Muslim neighbors at a local mosque. The presenter, George Pickens, has been teaching Islam and
Christian witness among Muslims for over 25 years, first in Africa where he spent 14 years, and currently
at Messiah College, where he is Professor of Theology and Director of the Program in Peace and Conflict
Studies. George is actively involved in building positive relations with Muslims in the Capital Region of
central Pennsylvania, and he is a member of the Mechanicsburg (PA) Church of the Brethren and an
ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren.
Cost is *$55.00 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.7 CEU’s) *If 3 or more register from the same congregation, cost is
$35/person. If possible, please register all from congregation at the same time. Registration will cap at 35 participants, so
please register early.

Registration deadline: March 10, 2017

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mail completed registration form
and payment for American Mus1im
Neighbors to:

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Make checks payable to SVMC.
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450

REG ISTRAT I ON FORM

Name
Address
E-mail
Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

Phone
District
Other dietary restrictions?

S u s q u e h a n n a Va l l e y M i n i s t r y C e n t e r
Continuing Education Series

Ten Plus Reasons to
Love Leviticus
ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE • Susquehanna Room

BOB NEFF, Keynote Speaker

APRIL 24, 2017

Bob Neff is an Old Testament scholar,
President Emeritus of Juniata College, and former
General Secretary of the Church of the Brethren

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(Registration at 8:30)
Other speakers:

Christina Bucher (sexuality in Leviticus from different faith perspectives)
David Leiter (social justice and Leviticus)
Frank Ramirez (the Brethren and Leviticus 19)
Brody Rike (atonement and orientation to God)
Leviticus is a book for our time. Leviticus challenges us to lives of integrity seven days a week by:
respecting our elders and the marginalized, resolving our feelings and disputes with our neighbor,
protecting the rights of the alien, addressing economic and social inequity, care for the environment,
the appropriate preparation of food and its consumption, living from the perspective of the Holy
One. This study unlike most book investigations will not follow chapter by chapter but will begin in
the center of the book with chapter 19 and the directive, “You shall be holy, as I am Holy.” Leviticus
invites us to lead a holy life that is strikingly relevant to our lives today.

Cost: $60 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.6 CEUs)
Registration due to SVMC by April 10, 2017
REG ISTRAT I ON FORM

Mail completed registration form and
payment for Leviticus to:

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Make checks payable to SVMC.
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450
svmc@etown.edu

Name
Address
E-mail
Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

Phone
District
Other dietary restrictions?

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center presents:

Cultivating Conversations . . .
. . . Navigating Elder Care Challenges
May 8, 2017, Cross Keys Village, New Oxford, PA
8:30 am - Registration
9 am – 3 pm - Workshop
Registration: $60 (Includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.5 CEUs). Please register by April 24, 2017.

As caregivers and pastors, we may feel at a loss for words as we interact with family members dealing
with elder care issues. This informative workshop will provide helpful information related to advance
care planning and of legal documents, differences between palliative medicine and hospice care, and
management of the difficult conversations surrounding elder care issues.

Topics/Presenters:
Legal Matters:

Clayton Lingg, Elder Care Attorney

Comfort and Care When Needed Most:
Joan Groh, Community Relations Liaison for Hospice & Community Care

Managing Difficult Conversations:
Jennifer Holcolm, Kimberly Korge, Kathy Staub, Memory Care Support Team Members, Cross Keys

Please make checks payable to
“SVMC”
Mail completed registration form and
payment for Cultivating Conversations
to::

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450
svmc@etown.edu
Thank You !!

REG ISTRAT I ON FORM

Name
Address
E-mail
Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

Phone
District
Other dietary restrictions?

Brethren Home Community Windber
February, 2017
FOND FAREWELLS – NEW BEGINNINGS:
NEW CHAPLAIN BEGINS TENURE: With the retirement of Chaplain Linda Reininger a
search was initiated to secure a new chaplain, and as of December 29, Rev. Cecil Lohr
accepted the position. Rev. Lohr has been the pastor of the Sipesville Church of the
Brethren for two years, and will also continue in that position. He and his wife Ruth are
the parents of a son, Eric, and reside in Stoystown. Pastor Lohr comes from a Lutheran
background, and completed a two year pastoral training similar to the Brethren reading
course. He retired as a farmer just this year to allow himself more time to serve his
congregations. Pastor Lohr will be working with the Activities staff to become
acquainted with the workings of the Home and organizing his schedule. His primary
goal as he begins as our Chaplain is to become acquainted with our residents and
discern how he can best meet their spiritual needs.
LONG TERM CARE COORDINATOR POSITION FILLED: Jackie Pietron, LPN, retired
from her position as Admissions Coordinator in December, 2016. She had been a
Home employee for over twenty years, and worked closely with families as a member of
the Social Services department. She and her husband John plan to spend much of
their retirement traveling. Jacki Miller, who had served as Long Term Care Coordinator
has been named as her replacement. Jacki holds an associate’s degree in Medical
Office Administration, and has been employed in the Social Service department for over
ten years. Thomas (TJ) Reckner has accepted the position of Long Term Care
Coordinator. TJ is a graduate of Conemaugh Township Area High School, and earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from the University of Pittsburgh of Johnstown in
2014. During his high school years, he was a member of the football and baseball
teams, and volunteered as a counselor at Camp PARC for eleven summers. While at
UPJ, he was employed as an Auxiliary Services Assistant at the campus Living and
Learning Center. He is single and was last employed at the Somerset Children’s Aid
Home as a mental health worker. TJ was able to spend several weeks in training in the
Home Social Services department before Mrs. Pietron’s retirement.
REPRESENTATIVE BRYAN BARBIN HONORS VETERANS: State Representative
Bryan Barbin visited our campus on November 10 to pay tribute to our veterans. Along
with a program about patriotism, he presented each veteran with a certificate of
recognition honoring their service, and a shirt. He also posed for a picture with each
veteran and presented a new Pennsylvania state flag to the Home.

CHRISTMAS THANKS!
Good friends, good December weather, and good health among
our residents made for a wonderful Christmas season. Students
from the Windber High School and Elementary School were
among the many groups that visited, caroled, and presented
programs that brought cheer to our halls. Friends and family enjoyed the beautiful
buffet at the annual open house on December 14. Thanks to our dietary staff, the
Scalp Level Choir, and Santa for making the night special. We were blessed by the
many people whose thoughtful gifts, love, and prayers made the season so enjoyable.
The annual Christmas Tree of Stars was mounted in the Circle Lounge. The outpouring
of donations in memory and honor of loved ones covered the tree with stars and
ornaments, and provided a substantial addition to the benevolent fund. Names of those
honored and memorialized will be published in the spring Home Horizon.

AUXILIARY COMPLETES SUCCESSFUL YEAR: Our dedicated Auxiliary had a very
successful 2016. Their programs continued to make our Home more homelike; each
new resident receives a We Care gift bag, sewing volunteers tag and alter resident
wardrobes on Tuesdays, each long term resident is assigned to a Remember Your
Resident church, volunteers staff the beauty salon each Wednesday, the annual Spring
Tea is held in April, monthly birthday parties are hosted by individual churches,
collections for the funds2orgs shoe project continue, and Sheetz and Eat ‘N Park
coupons are sold. With all these activities, and membership support from district
churches, the Auxiliary was able to purchase equipment and supplies totaling over
$9,600 to benefit our residents. We cannot begin to express the gratitude that the staff,
residents, and administration feel for their efforts!
BE OUR VALENTINE! It’s almost Valentine’s Day. Once again we are
asking that churches, Sunday School classes and youth groups join us in
making the day special for our residents by creating or purchasing a
Valentine for those who may not receive any other greetings.
Just send the cards to:
Be My Valentine
Church of the Brethren Home
277 Hoffman Avenue,
Windber, PA 15963
Our Activities department will distribute the cards in time for the holiday. Thanks for
your help in sharing God’s love!

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and always
getting into trouble for Jesus.” Quote from Dan West…

FUTURE EVENTS
Salix Bethel Youth Retreat – January 13 – 15
Cub Scout Retreat – January 21
Winter Youth Retreats
Junior Retreat – Grades 3 – 6 – January 27 – 29, 2017
Teen Retreat – Grades 7 – 12 – February 3 – 5, 2017
Indoor Craft, Flea Market & Sportsmen Expo – March 3 – 4 – See poster and registration
Everyone encouraged to either participate or attend. Clean out your attic – donate
to Camp or have your own booth. Spread the word…..
Spring Fling Hawaiian Luau – March 18 – See poster
Spring Scrapbook Retreat – April 7 – 8 – See poster
HERITAGE LODGE (oldest and last remaining original building at Camp) ROOF
UPDATE
Thank you volunteers for all your help on repairing and getting the roof ready for the metal roof.
Camp has contracted with Kaufman Metals to put on the metal which puts the roof under
warranty. Also we thank everyone for all the financial donations for the initial stage of the roof
and a congregation for their donation so Camp could contract for placement of the metal. When
we all work together – all things are possible. THANK YOU!!!!!! THE METAL ROOF IS IN
PROGRESS – come see the changes.
On behalf of the Camp Ministry, Camp Staff, and the Camp Business, we want to thank
everyone for your Christmas cards, donations and prayers at the end of 2016. Camp is
being blessed to be a blessing.
(Your financial statements will be distributed by January 31.)
**Watch for the 2017 Camp Brochures – They will be distributed soon.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

CONNECT - Acts 2:46-47 – 2017 THEME – Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Remember to schedule a visit from Camp Harmony……
To promote the ministry to children and adults
To visit Church Boards with an open book policy. Please let us know.
When we connect with each other, the job set before us from the Lord becomes easier
********
2016 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that
the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District
contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated. The 2016 Team included 65 + families and
congregations who have contributed over $4,000.00.
Thank you so much for your donations…….
The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM has already been started…..
********
VOLUNTEERING
Every Tuesday a group of men and women come to Camp to volunteer – there is always an
endless amount of tasks needed to be completed. They range from carpentry, painting, to
stuffing envelopes for a mailing. We welcome your presence as a volunteer, not only on
Tuesday, but actually any day of the week. The company is wonderful, food for lunch is tasty,
and the atmosphere is unbelievable. Help us do the Lord’s work by volunteering. You make
your schedule.
Keep in mind we also daily deliver meals or snacks to children. If you could take an hour out of
your day to help with this delivery that would be extremely helpful.
Please consider volunteering at Camp and give us a call…1-814-798-5885.
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Indoor Craft, Flea Market & Sportsmen Expo
Registration Form
Please complete this application and return with registration fee by February 20, 2017
Section you are registering for:

Craft____

Flea Market ____

Sportsmen_____

Individual/Business Name: ______________________________________________________
Contact Person(s): _____________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________
Table Type (circle):

Email: ___________________________________

Craft/Vendor Table/Direct Sales ($50 per event)

Flea Market ($25)

Each registrant is provided with a 10’x10’ area, one table, and two chairs.
Table Description (Items sold/offered, display requirements, etc.):
Will you need electricity?

Yes_____

No_____

Special requests/needs:

I understand that this registration reserves my space and I commit to attending the event
and providing the goods or services listed.
I agree to abide by all terms and conditions (listed in the confirmation letter you will receive)
set forth by the venue in regards to conduct, set-up, tear-down, and payment. Camp
Harmony is not responsible for any lost, broken, damaged, or stolen items.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Name (please print)
Signature
Date
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Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW
Form B that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contact persons will be
coming to congregations and contact persons soon. Please be sure to
review the material provided on Form B and make updates as they are
needed. Complete addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as
well as email addresses, if they are available. The Additional Officers
Form for 2016 will be sent from the District Office soon.
In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2016/2017 had been sent from the COB Stewardship
Office and was due by December 1, 2016. If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361. A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless
reporting.
The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of January 20. ALL of these informational
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and
they provide a copy for the District Office. If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181. Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.
Thanks!

Church
Code
37-010
37-015
37-020
37-030
37-050
37-060
37-068
37-070
37-080
37-090
37-100
37-110
37-130
37-140
37-150
37-160
37-170
37-190
37-195
37-200
37-210
37-220
37-230
37-240
37-250
37-310
37-320
37-340
37-350
37-360
37-380
37-390
37-400
37-410

Church Name
Arbutus
Beachdale
Bear Run
Berkey
Bethel
Brothersvalley
Canaan
Center
Center Hill
Conemaugh
Connellsville
County Line
Elbethel
Erie Community United
Fairchance
Fair View
Farmington Bethel
Geiger
Good Samaritan
Greensburg
Greenville
Hooversville
Hostetler
Hyndman
Indiana
Ligonier First
Locust Grove
Maple Glen
Maple Grove
Maple Spring
Meyersdale
Middlecreek
Monroeville
Montgomery

Form A

Form B


2015 Statistical Report

Additional Officers

Self-Allocation


















































Church
Code
37-260
37-420
37-430
37-270
37-440
37-450
37-460
37-470
37-475
37-480
37-500
37-505
37-508
37-510
37-520
37-530
37-280
37-540
37-550
37-560
37-570
37-580
37-590
37-620
37-630
37-635
37-640
37-290
37-645
37-300
37-650
37-660

Church Name
Morrellville
Mount Joy
Mount Pleasant
Moxham
Nanty Glo
Natrona Heights
Oakdale
Penn Run
Pike Run
Pleasant Hill
Plumcreek
Purchase Line
Rayman
Robinson
Rockton
Rockwood
Roxbury
Rummel
Salisbury
Scalp Level
Shade Creek/Ridge
Sipesville
Somerset
Ten Mile
Tire Hill
Union Chapel
Uniontown
Walnut Grove
Way of Hope
Westmont
Windber
Wooddale

Form A

Form B

2015 Statistical Report

Additional Officers

Self-Allocation
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AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST
February 2017
ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BAUGHMAN, CARL L. - 130 Homewood Dr, Butler, 16001-1960 -724 283-1051
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
BROADWATER, KEVIN L. - 475 Keystone St, Meyersdale, 15552-6943 - 814 442-5684
CHRISTNER, JAY L. – 313 N. Edgewood Ave, Somerset, 15501-1355 – 814-445-4223
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
GREEN, GARY – 4589 Somerset Pike, Hollsopple, 15935-8217 – 814-479-5096
GREW, DOTTIE H. - 509 Sherman St, Meyersdale, 15552-1239 - 814 634-5329
HAY, CHARLES R. - 1127 E Main St, Berlin, 15530-1428-814 267-3205
HIRONIMUS, BERTHA - 142 Bent Tree Hill, Ligonier, 15658-3202 -724 238-3984
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
LEVERKNIGHT, DALE – 220 West DuBois Avenue, DuBois, PA 15801 – 814-541-3684
LONGWELL, ERIC M. -240 Plumcreek Rd, Shelocta, 15774- 724 599-8690
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
MOORE, EDWIN E., JR. - 107 Sabra Court, Uniontown, 15401-9729 - 724 970-2505
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. -110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026
REININGER, LINDA L. - 229 Davis St, Johnstown, 15906-1517 -814 539-1345
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 -732 319-0099
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SHAFFER, JUDITH A. - PO Box 319, Donegal, 15628-0319 - 724 516-9191
SHAULIS, M. ERIC- 25 Sixth Ave, Meyersdale, 15552-1444 -814 634-8740
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WHIPPLE, CHARLES D. - 317 Wyoming St, Greensburg, 15601-3947 -724 600-6332
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758
YOUNG, FRANK P. – 105 Old Hickory Lane, Johnston, 15905-3377 – 814-418-5930
LICENSED
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
ISHMAN, DANIEL R. - 116 Todd Rd, Freeport, 16229 - 724 540-5214
SHAFFER, ABBY R. -(office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-467-0882
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594

2017 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

FEBRUARY 2017
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Locust Grove
20
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
MARCH 2017
1
- ASH WEDNESDAY
3
- WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
5
- FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
12
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS (Turn clocks AHEAD one hour)
12
- SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
19
- THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
26
- ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
26
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
APRIL 2017
2
- FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
9
- PALM SUNDAY
13
- MAUNDY THURSDAY
14
- GOOD FRIDAY
16
- ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
17
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
20
- DWM, Spring Brunch, TBA
22
- Earth Day
24
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

MAY 2017
4
- NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
5-6
- District Women’s Retreat – Camp Harmony
7
- NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY
11
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
14
- HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
20
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Mount Joy
22
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
25
- ASCENSION DAY
29
- MEMORIAL DAY
29
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
JUNE 2017
4
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday)
4
- Annual Conference Briefing, Geiger COB
8
- DWM, Camp Day, Camp Harmony
18
- HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
19
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
26
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
28
-ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Grand Rapids, Michigan
JULY 2017
2
- ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Greensboro, North Carolina
4
- INDEPENDENCE DAY
20
- Core Leadership Team 6 p.m., (District Conference Business)
24
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
28
- District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church? (District Conference Business)
31
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
AUGUST 2017
21
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
28
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
SEPTEMBER 2017
4
- LABOR DAY
14
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
16
- CAMP HARMONY FESTIVAL
18
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
23
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

OCTOBER 2017
1
- WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
21
- District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
23
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
30
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
NOVEMBER 2017
4
- ELEVENTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
5
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
23
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
26
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 2017
3
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9
- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come
10
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PLEASE NOTE
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
Dates will be added or
?
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. changed as needed. If your
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!

