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It’s hard for me to get out of bed some days.  Not because I’m depressed or 
anything, at least not that I know of.  It’s just warmer to stay put.  We live in an 
older, poorly insulated house, so the space heater and pile of worn quilts make 
our bedroom the coziest spot to be.  I know full well that the moment I throw 
back the covers, things will feel different.  And goodness, the instant my feet 
touch the wood floor just outside the bedroom door, I’m going to shiver all over.  
I, being the comfort-loving creature that I am, have no desire to experience this 
kind of exhilaration first thing in the morning (or ever).  Maybe you can relate.   

Another thing that makes getting up difficult is the fact that so many winter 
mornings are dull and gray.  This season is the one in which we’re furthest from 
the sun, and we get the fewest direct rays.  Add to that the thick layers of cloud 
cover and the dirty slush and the naked trees, and it really is a struggle to ‘wake 
up’ some days.  And winter makes me exhausted – it gets dark earlier and our 
bodies use more energy to stay warm.  It is just so much easier, in my thinking, to 
stay in bed.  Just a little bit longer.   

How many of us live our Christian lives the same way? 

We get into a place of comfort – we know what’s going on, we’re familiar with 
what we’re doing, and we have no desire to move beyond that place.  This 
phenomenon is two-fold: it happens with our attitudes and it happens with what 
we actually do as the Church. 

Jesus said plainly (in Matthew 18:3) that unless we change and become like little 
children, we won’t see the Kingdom of Heaven.  Did you hear that?!  Unless YOU 
change your attitude and your outlook to be like a child (minus the immaturity 
factor), you’re not welcome in God’s Kingdom!   

So, what traits do children have that we ought to emulate?  Well, they possess 
large amounts of joy, hope, love and energy.  They’re tender, receptive, honest, 
creative, enthusiastic, simple, generous, spontaneous.  Kids are open to new 
things, accepting of new people and ideas, and are quick to reconcile with others. 
They embrace freedom and they imagine new possibilities.  The ones who don’t 
or aren’t have been spending too much time with dull grown-ups! 

Often, we are guilty of cementing our ways into the Church.  Say this with me: 
“It’s God’s Church, not mine.”  Again.  “It’s God’s Church, not mine.”  Where is He 
leading?  Have you captured His vision for the congregation you’re a part of?  Are 
you working to build that vision or are you stuck in self-service and familiarity?  
I’m not saying that all things familiar are bad – sometimes it’s necessary to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Local Church News NEW MEMBERS 
 
Geiger Congregation 
 Carol Fisher 

 DeAnn McCoy 

 Kirk Dull 

 Eleanor Custer 

 Wilbur Shaffer 

 Janet Shaffer 

 Warren Martin 

 
Connellsville Congregation 
 David Whipple 

 Cari Whipple 

 
Uniontown Congregation 
 Sarah DeFazio 

 Ed Jacobs 

 Roberta Schultz 

 Penny Young 

 
Rummel Congregation 
 Justin Bauer 

 Kennedy Bauer 

 Megan Dagostino 

 Patricia Dagostino 

 Kyle Huston 

 Patrick Miller 

 Stephen Reininger 

 Aileen Weaver 

 Joel Weaver 

 Kris Weaver 

 Rachel Weaver 

 Tabitha Weaver 

 Lisa Wirfel 

HOSPITALIZED 
 Judy King, wife of Phil King, pastor of the 

Pleasant Hill congregation, for treatment. 
 Owen H. Preston, retired ordained 

minister in the Brothersvalley congregation, 
for treatment. 

 Charles E. Allison, chairperson of the 

Brethren Home Community Windber Board 
of Trustees for surgery. Chuck is a member 
of the Roxbury congregation. 

 Farrel Abraham, pastor of the Robinson 

congregation, for treatment. 
 Bertha Hironimus, ordained minister in 

the Ligonier congregation, for treatment.  
 
SYMPATHY 
 To Judith A. Firestone and family, in the 

death of her mother, Grace Keslar. Judy is 
an ordained minister in the County Line 
congregation. 

 To the family and friends of Richard D. 

Gillin, retired ordained minister in the 
Conemaugh congregation, who served 
faithfully with the District Disaster Team and 
also as pastor of several congregations in 
the district. 

 To Joanne Berkebile, wife of Center Hill 

pastor Wesley J. Berkebile and family, in 
the death of her mother, Dorothy 
Niederlander. 

 
LEADERSHIP 
 Congratulations to Kevin L. Broadwater 

on his ordination to the Christian ministry of 
the Church of the Brethren at the 
Meyersdale congregation. Kevin is currently 
serving the Salisbury Church of the Brethren. 

 Nancy D. Good, resigned as FT pastor of 

the Middlecreek congregation as of January 
31, 2010. 

March Highlights  

Deadline February 15, 2010 

Wanted: Handbells 
 

 
 

Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren's Bell Choir 
is looking to purchase the third octave for their 
bells.   
If anyone has information or a desire to sell 
their third octave, please contact Pastor Russ 
Peruso at Pleasant Hill Church at 814-536-3685.  
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preserve that which honors God.  But if you’re 
griping about the new curtains in the fellowship hall 
because you made the old ones … get over yourself! 

There is far too much work to do and far too little 
time in which to do it.  As important as you are, you 
may just have to put your wants and desires in the 
backseat and do God’s bidding.  Parents and 
grandparents bend over backward to supply and 
protect and teach their little ones.  As spiritual 
parents and grandparents, why do we not always 
bend over backward to raise our young people up in 
a love relationship with Jesus Christ?   

It’s time to get out of bed, People of God, and leave 
that nest of comfort.  A cocoon becomes a 
caterpillar’s coffin if it never leaves to spread its 
wings.  And so you will shrivel and die if you do not 
step out in faith and do a new thing for the 
Resurrected Jesus with the young people around 
you.  Believe it. 

Maybe the day ahead does look cold and gray – so 
charge ahead and warm it with the light you carry! 

Hit the floorboards, 

 

Abby 

(Continued from page 1) 

PS – Please remember Dan and me in your prayers this 
month – we are planning a mission week in the Dominican 
Republic with the Bittersweet Gospel Band! 

"The Clergy's Guide  
to Dealing with Alzheimer's" 

WORKSHOP 
March 23, 2010,  9am - Noon 

at the  
Center Hill Church of the Brethren 

Guest Speaker, Lois Lutz, M.S.  
She is the Education & Outreach Coordinator of 

the Alzheimer's Association in the Greater 
Pennsylvania Chapter. 

Find out an in-depth understanding of the 
disease as well as how to give support to both 

the individual and the caregivers and an 
explanation of the Church's participation among  

several other detailed descriptions of how to 
handle real life situations in dealing with 

persons struggling with the disease. 
 

.3 CEU credit is available for a cost of $10.00 
 

You may call either  
Center Hill Church (724) 548-7226  

or the District Office for registration information. 

CHILD CARE 

Pleasant Hill Church of the Brethren is 
seeking a staff person to provide nursery and 
child care services for Sundays from 7:45 AM 
to 11:45 AM and also for other special 
worship times during the year.  A job 
description is available in the church office.  
Pay scale will be discussed at an interview 
with the Executive Committee of the Pleasant 
Hill Church.  Interested persons should call 
Board Chair Ed Jones (536-1293) or the 
church office (536-3685). 

Local Church News 

Johnstown Area Lenten Services 
“Women in the life of Jesus” 

Each woman will be presented as a first person 
monolog. Come be encouraged and challenged 
as you encounter Jesus too. 

Hymn Sing at 6:45  
followed by worship at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Feb 21 Arbutus Church 

Abby Shaffer Woman at the Well 

Feb 28 Tire Hill Church 
Carolyn Willoughby Widow of Nain 

Mar 7  Maple Spring Church 
Ruby Mader Mother of Man 

Born Blind 

Mar 14 Moxham Church 
Amelia Derr  Pilate's Wife 

Mar 21 Pleasant Hill Church 
Linda Reininger Mary, Mother of 

our Lord 

A time of fellowship and refreshment will follow 

the worship service. Childcare will be available. 
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"Taking Jesus Seriously"  
by asking "What Would Jesus Do" 

while focusing on our Environment and the 
World at large with our children 

Children’s Activities K-2nd Grades  
(Children who have completed) 

  

Sunday July 4th   
-  Going Green - Recycling at Home 

 Scavenger Hunt  
 Service Project 

 

Monday July 5th   
- Critter Care - Caring for God's Creatures 
 Field Trip - Pittsburgh Zoo and Aquarium 

 

Tuesday July 6th  
- Stewardship  -  Caring for God's Earth 

Guest Speaker - David Radcliff  
"Caring for God Earth" (global view) 

Music Program Tuesday Worship 
 

Wednesday July 7th   
- WRAP-UP 

 

The following donations would be appreciated 
to help make this program a success and to 
keep costs down. 
Volunteers (Many) 
Used Greeting Card (any kind) 
Monetary Donations for (re-usable water 
bottles) focusing on re-cycling 
Snacks, individual drink packs (powered singles) 
for field trip   
Off site Lunch (Zoo) 
K-2nd Grade Coordinator Linda Whipple - Please 
feel free to call if you have any Questions and/
or concerns.  (H) 724-853-8599 (C)  724-689-
5677 e-mail- grammie1949@live.com 

The District will be offering 2 Microsoft Office 
PowerPoint 2007 basics workshops in March! 
They will be held on March 9 and March 16, from 6-
9 pm at the District Office. 
The first class will be a very basic nuts & bolts 
introduction to PowerPoint - its proper use, design 
basics, and "what the buttons do."  (PowerPoint is 
not the same thing as an LCD projector!)  The 
second class will be more "involved" and will ask 
participants to bring a sermon or bulletin of their 
own to design a slideshow for.  Each class will have 
a scheduled break and a light snack with beverages. 
The classes are free to take, and will prove to be 
valuable to any minister, teacher or even someone 
in business.  The focus, though, will be for those 
who use PPT presentations in a ministry setting.  We 
are working at getting some sort of CEU in place, 
probably for a fee.  Not sure at this time! 
Dan and Abby Shaffer will be compiling and 
presenting the material for these workshops - not 
because they know everything about it, but because 
they have a decent working knowledge and several 
people have asked them to teach them more about 
PPT.  They thought maybe this would be something 
to offer to the district. 
Okay, now for the requirements: 
This is a hands-on workshop for those who want/
need to learn this - please do not sign up just to get 
CEU credit or because Tuesdays are usually boring.  
Because of space, the two-session course will be 
limited to the first 15 registrants.  If the response is 
much greater, we will look at other dates later in the 
spring. 
Each participant must bring a laptop computer with 
them.  Again, this is a hands-on course for those 
who want to learn how to use this program more 
effectively.  If you have the 2007 version of PPT, 
that will make everything so much better.  Borrow if 
necessary!  (If you are planning to come with 
someone, say someone from your church, you could 
consider sharing a laptop if you can't each obtain 
your own.) 
Also, participants must have a decent grasp of how 
to use a computer.  While they will be as patient 
and helpful as possible, they will assume that you 
know how to use a mouse and click on things! 
 If you have any questions or would like to 

register, please call the District Office at 814-

479-2181 and talk to Abby or Suzie.  If 

leaving a voicemail, please give your name, 

phone & e-mail.  Thanks! 

District News 

Annual 
Conference 
News 



Western Pennsylvania District Highlights 

February 2010 

INVITATION 
 

BRUNCH ‘N BROWSE 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MATERIALS 

 
For:  Anyone Interested in Christian Education, VBS Directors, Teachers, 

Pastors, Christian Education Committees, Nurture Commissions 
 
Date:   Saturday, February 13, 2010   
 
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
 
Place:  District Office  

115 Spring Road, Hollsopple 15935 
 
Hosted by: District Spiritual Formation Team 
 
 

Have You Selected Your Vacation Bible School Materials? 
 
You are invited to the annual Brunch ‘n’ Browse to preview VBS materials.  The display will 
be provided by the Christian Bookstore from several publishers such as... Standard 
Publishing, Brethren Press, Gospel Light, David C. Cook, Augsburg, Veggie Tales, and Group 
Publishing. 
 
Visit our curriculum displays in the Christian Education room, as well as the video and book 
displays in the District Library.  There will be Brethren Press curriculum for sale that will 
include Gather ‘Round, Heart, Soul, and Mind - Becoming a Member of the Church of the 
Brethren.  There will also be samples of Good Ground adult curriculum; Generation Why 
youth curriculum; and the Deacon manual and video. 
 
There will be refreshments and a door prize awarded!  The door prize is: 
 

 VBS Kit ($100.00 toward the kit of your choice) - The name of the congregation 
selected must have representatives attending. 

 
 
 

If you have any questions, please call the District Office 814 479-2181 
or toll-free 1-866-279-2181. 



 AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST 
 
February  2010 
 

ORDAINED 
BALDEO, ISAAC - 4555 Glen Eden Rd, -Cranberry Twp 16066-3001 - 724 452-0923 
BAUGHMAN, CARL L. - 130 Homewood Dr, Butler 16001-1960 - 724 283-1051 
DERR, HORACE E. - 1202 Roberts St, Nanty Glo 15943 - 814 749-0262 
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple 15935-6732 - 814 629-0262 
FEATHERS, GEORGE E., SR. - 1583 Plank Rd, Hooversville 15936-7301 - 814 798-4603 
FIRESTONE, JUDITH A. - PO Box 319, Donegal 15628-0319 - 724 516-9191 
FORRY, ROGER L. - 341 Lincoln St, Somerset 15501-1308 - 814 443-2979 
GOOD, NANCY D. - 2337 Saylor School Rd, Hollsopple 15935-8011 - 814 479-7503 
HAY, CHARLES R. - 1127 E Main St, Berlin 15530-1428 - 814 267-3205 
HIRONIMUS, BERTHA - 142 Bent Tree Hill, Ligonier 15658-3202 - 724 238-3984 
HOSLER, WILBUR H. - 525 First St, Clymer 15728-1417 - 724 254-9764 
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown 15905-3019 - 814 255-2431 
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown 15905-3019 - 814 255-2431 
HURSH, DONALD - 24 Community Ct, Palmyra 17078-3610 - 717 838-5882 
LONGWELL, ERIC M. - 225 Oak Hill Rd, Shelocta 15774-3144 – 724 599-8690 
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown 15461-1651 - 724 583-7073 
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown 15461-1651 - 724 583-7073 
MARTIN, NOAH S. - 614 Freedom Ave, Johnstown 15904-2206 - 814 266-6489 
MOSORJAK, GARY N. - 1337 Roxbury Ave, Johnstown 15905-4528 - 814 619-4238 
OTT, CLIFFORD W. - PO Box 444, Jerome 15937-0444 - 814 479-2374 
PETERMAN (BAKER), SANDRA M. - 2288 N Ridge Rd, Shelocta 15774-7225 - 724 840-5748 
PRESTON, OWEN H. – 125 Spring Ln, Berlin 15530-7731 - 814 267-5898 
REININGER, LINDA L. - 229 Davis St, Johnstown 15906-1517 - 814 539-1345 
RUMMEL, DALE E.  - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian 15666-1959 - 732 319-0099 
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown 15905-2642 - 814 255-7793 
SHAULIS, M. ERIC - 25 Sixth Ave, Meyersdale 15552-1444 - 814 634-8740 
STONER, JOHN W, JR. - 2540 Stutzmantown Rd, Somerset 15501-4219 - 814 444-8800 
STONER, LINDA K. - 2540 Stutzmantown Rd, Somerset 15501-4219 - 814 444-8800 
SIMONSICK, ROBERT – PO Box 32, 201 S Main St, Davidsville 15928 – 814 442-0897 
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 - 814 634-8158 
THOMAS, RODGER J. - PO Box 24, Central City 15926-0024 - 814 754-5297 
WALKER, JUDY M. – 201 E Washington St, Mount Pleasant 15666-1959 – 724 547-3772 
WHITACRE, DANIEL J. - 118 Chipmunk Ln, Meyersdale 15552-7245 - 814 634-5037 
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN - 436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning 16201-4639 - 724 548-4901 
WILCHER, JOEL A. - 658 R 13

th
 St, Oakmont 15139-1020 - 412 828-3690 

WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S. - 416 Kenneth Ave, Johnstown 15904-3510 - 814 266-9758 
 
LICENSED 

BAUGHMAN, KAREN L. - 130 Homewood Dr, Butler 16001-1960 - 724 283-1051 
BEACHLEY, LINDA E. - 200 Conemach Trl,  PO Box 723, Davidsville 15928-0723 - 814 479-4802 
CRABLE, DAVID E. - 23 S Water St, Masontown 15461 - 724 583-7464 
GREW, DOTTIE H. - R26 Broadway St, Meyersdale 15552-1370 - 814 634-5329 
JOHNSON, REBA B. - 411 Elm St, Indiana 15701-3132 - 724 465-8347 
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734 
PERUSO, RUSSELL J. - 151 Blackner Rd, Johnstown 15905-7408 - 814 288-4529 
ROK, DIANA L. - 42 Lehigh St, Johnstown 15905-2241 - 814 659-2447 
SMITH, CHERYL A. - 913 Locust St, Turtle Creek  15145-1537 - 412 829-2253 
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181 
SHAFFER, DANIEL P. - (office) PO Box 158, Hooversville 15936-0158 - 814 798-5885 
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill  15421-0375 - 724 438-2226 
TYGER, ISAAC C. - 4701 Pioneer Lake Rd, Cherry Tree, PA  15724 - 814 743-5415  

 
LAY SPEAKER 

RAMER, DONNA L. - 153 Ramer Farm Ln, Shelocta 15774-2227 - 724 354-2669 
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Brethren Home Auxiliary Membership: 

Many thanks and appreciation to the thirty-five 
churches who have paid their auxiliary 
memberships and have 100%.  

Also many thanks and appreciation to all the 
Brethren Home Board of Trustees and Home 
personnel for their memberships and those from 
Orchard Point.  

The membership total giving so far is 
$2,561.01 . Hoping to hear from the other 
churches real soon. 

Thank You  

Emma L. Thomas, 

Membership Chairperson 

District News 

A “Thank You” from Gerald Deffenbaugh 

I received 90 birthday cards for my 80th 
birthday on January 4, 2010. I was amazed and 
humbled! Eighteen of the cards came from 
District related people. Ministersand Friends! 
One card came from the District Leadership 
Team. I wish to say “Thank You” to all who sent 
cards and to the many whom the cards 
represented. The cards were beautiful and so 
were the many beautiful messages that were 
included! My “Thanks” comes from the bottom 
of my heart! I thank our great God and our 
Savior, Jesus, for all of you! 

Pastor and Spouse Retreat 
 

March 5 - 6, 2010 
Beginning at 2:30 Friday  

Ending at noon with lunch on Saturday 
 

Cost: $75 for Pastor and Spouse 
 $50 for individual 
(includes 3 meals, overnight and lots of relaxing 
time) 
 
Pastors: according to the insurance company, 
you’re in the same stress bracket as fire-fighters 
and police officers. Come escape to Camp 
Harmony for a 20 some hour period. 
Have a great session on Friday with Pastor Tom 
Zuercher from Northern Ohio, Pastor and 
former D.E. of No. Ohio.  
Enjoy a really great dinner and something 
special for the evening. 
Saturday after breakfast, from 9:00 to noon will 
be an Ethics training that will fulfill your 
required training. 
 
Scholarships are available—please contact 
Pastor Pete Kaltenbaugh at 814/634-5650 for 
information and reservations. Please sign up by 
Feb. 25th. 
 
Remember the Ministers Ethics Training is 
required for all Licensed, Ordained, Retired 
Ministers. 
CEUs offered for the weekend ($10): 
.75 CEU offered for Friday only 
.25 CEU offered for Saturday only 
1.0 CEU for entire weekend 

Ethics Training Workshops 
Pastors, Ordained and Licensed Ministers make sure to  mark your calendar and attend a workshop: 

 
Mount Joy Church   Saturday, February 28 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
Camp Harmony  Saturday, March 6  9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
Geiger Church  Saturday, March 20  9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
Penn Run Church  Sunday, April 11  2:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

Please call the District Office if you have any questions, 814/479-7058. 
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT, SPONSORED BY THE  

        

Again, we will gather at Antiochian Village. 

So, LADIES, mark your calendars to attend 

Friday, April 30-Saturday May 1, 2010! 
Featured guest speaker will be Patty Shaffer, one of the founders 

of the House of Hope Laurel Highlands. Listen to why this has 
become “a home for healing teens” and MUCH more. Lots of 

music, fellowship, prizes and more will be part of the weekend! 

 
Rates for lodging will also include meals and snacks, TBA, 

shortly. 
Registration will be due by March 1, 2010, to 

Pat Marshall, assistant treasurer 

Antiochian Village’s grounds and surroundings are all open 
for the participant’s use and enjoyment. 

 
Sorry that some details are not available as of yet, but due to illness and 

other circumstances we will have to update you ASAP with that 
information. In the meantime, mark your calendars, speak to anyone that 

has attended this wonderful event in the past, and support us and the 
event in your prayers. 
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Denominational News 

Newsline is produced by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, director of news services for the Church of the Brethren General Board, 
cobnews@brethren.org or 800-323-8039 ext. 260. Newsline appears every other Wednesday. 

Personnel  

 Bridgewater College names new president. 

The Board of Trustees of Bridgewater (Va.) 
College announced in a special on-campus 
meeting earlier this week that it has 
unanimously selected George Cornelius as 
the 8th president of the college.  Described 
as "a seasoned leader in the private, public, 
and nonprofit sectors," Cornelius will assume 
the presidency of Bridgewater College on 
July 1. He currently is secretary of 
Community and Economic Development for 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Cornelius has been a member of Church of 
the Brethren congregations at Knobsville, 
Mechanicsburg, and Ridgeway in 
Pennsylvania, and Wilmington (Del.) Church 
of the Brethren. For some years he was a 
licensed minister in Southern Pennsylvania 
District and Atlantic Northeast District. 

 Walt Wiltschek has resigned as editor of 

the denomination’s "Messenger" magazine, 
effective Feb. 1, in order to accept a call 
as campus pastor at Manchester College in 
North Manchester, Ind. 

 Diana Seymour has accepted the position 

of manager of sales for health and welfare 
benefits at Brethren Benefit Trust (BBT). She 
began her duties on Jan. 4, 2010. 

 

Position Openings 

 The Brethren Historical Library and Archives 

has an opening for an archival intern 
beginning July 2010. For more information 
about the position contact the Brethren 
Historical Library and Archives at 
kshaffer@brethren.org  or 800-323-8039 
ext. 294. To request an application packet, 
contact Karin Krog in the Office of Human 
Resources at kkrog@brethren.org . 

 Lybrook (N.M.) Community Ministries, 

Go to 
www.brethren.org 

for more informa-
tion about these 
news items. 

related to Western Plains District, urgently 
needs volunteers for a resident 
directorship position. For more 
information go to http://
www.lybrookmission.com/ . Interested 
persons should contact Ken or Elsie 
Holderread at 620-241-6930 or 
elsieken@sbcglobal.net . 

 Manchester College has opened a 

nationwide search for a founding dean for 
its new School of Pharmacy in Fort 
Wayne, Ind.Candidates must possess a 
doctoral degree, preferably in pharmacy, 
and a record of pharmacy leadership, 
teaching, scholarship, and service. To apply, 
go to http://www.manchester.edu/OHR/ 
facultypositions.htm . More about the School 
of Pharmacy is at www.manchester.edu/
pharmacy/index.htm . 

 Fahrney-Keedy Home and Village in 

Boonsboro, Md., seeks an administrator. 
Candidates must hold a current, 
unencumbered nursing facility 
Administrator’s License for the State of 
Maryland. For additional information visit 
http://www.fkhv.org/ . Send resumes or 
applications to Cassandra Weaver, Senior 
Director of Administrative Services, 301-671-
5014 or cweaver@fkhv.org . 

 The Church of the Brethren seeks candidates 

for the position of editor of "Messenger," 
the official magazine of the denomination. 
This position, located at the Church of the 
Brethren General Offices in Elgin, Ill., is part 
of Brethren Press. Applications will be 
received immediately and will be considered 
until the position is filled. To request a 
position description and an application 
contact Karin Krog, Office of Human 
Resources, at kkrog@brethren.org  or 800-
323-8039 ext. 258. 

http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=VaIAbv4DUtKpugh2V5t3DQ..
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=VaIAbv4DUtKpugh2V5t3DQ..
mailto:elsieken@sbcglobal.net
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=zRK_IXZxnf78AsK5rlaZ7Q..
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=zRK_IXZxnf78AsK5rlaZ7Q..
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=AkgKXTHx6jqmB-IlmmPBlg..
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=AkgKXTHx6jqmB-IlmmPBlg..
http://www.brethren.org/site/R?i=eQhpUAldoTvlS2m-x6PslQ..
mailto:cweaver@fkhv.org
mailto:kkrog@brethren.org
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Newsline Update 
Jan. 20, 2010 

"Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures 
forever" (Psalm 138:8b). 

Request for prayer for Nigeria: 
A request for prayer has been received from 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN--the Church 
of the Brethren in Nigeria) in the city of Jos, 
where an outbreak of violence began Sunday 
and was continuing as of yesterday. The 
Associated Press has reported that at least 200 
people have died in the violence. 
Prayers are requested for the family of Shedrak 
Garba, an EYN student at the Theological 
College of Northern Nigeria (TCNN) who was 
killed by security forces after having gone out 
after a curfew that has been in force in the 
area. TCNN is located in the wider Jos area. 
Prayers are requested for those whose homes 
have been burned in the rioting as well. Markus 
Gamache, an EYN leader in Jos, has sent news 
that at least two homes of Brethren families 
have been burned. His report also expresses 
concern for those who are fleeing the violence, 
those who have become separated from family 
members or who are looking for missing 
children, and the people who are experiencing 
more difficulty getting food and water. 
Church of the Brethren mission workers Nathan 
and Jennifer Hosler also have sent a quick 
report by e-mail today. "We just finished up a 
Inter-Religious Forum on Peaceful Coexistence 
today here at KBC, sponsored by the Peace 
Program," the Hoslers wrote. "It is quite striking 
holding that and talking about peace amongst 
Muslims and Christians while a conflict is 
occurring in Jos." 
The couple are working at EYN’s Kulp Bible 
College, which is in in eastern Nigeria, many 
hours drive from the violence occurring in 
central Nigeria. 

Church World Service has put 
out a plea for more Hygiene Kits 
and Baby Care Kits to meet the 
needs of the people of Haiti and the other areas 
they are serving. 

For more information go to www.churchworldservice.org 
and read about what is happening in Haiti and how you 

can make a difference. 

In areas of extreme poverty or following a natural 

disaster, Baby Kits help young mothers care for their 
newborn babies. 

To assemble a Baby Kit you will need: 
 Six cloth diapers 

 Two T-shirts or undershirts (no onesies) 

 Two washcloths 

 Two gowns or sleepers 

 Two diaper pins 

 One sweater or sweatshirt 

 Two receiving blankets (one can be a hand-knitted or 

crocheted baby blanket) 

All items should be new. Wrap items inside one of the 
receiving blankets and secure with both diaper pins. 

You can download patterns to knit or crochet a baby 
sweater from the CWS website. 

Baby Kit value: $39 
Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit 

In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding 
poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean the difference between 

sickness and health for struggling families. 

To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 
 One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 

28" (no fingertip or bath towels) 

 One washcloth 

 One wide-tooth comb 

 One nail clipper 

 One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

 One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

 Six Band-Aids® 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. 

Toothpaste that has an extended expiration date will be 
added to Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. 

Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper 
closure. 

Hygiene Kit value: $10 

Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit 

Pack CWS Kits in boxes with only one type of Kit in each 

box. You can deliver your kits to the District Office. 

Denominational News 
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 Our Promise to You ……….. 
 
      By serving on the Board of Directors of El Hogar de Niños 

Emanuel,  i t is our responsib ili ty  to help oversee the management 

of the Home and to make sure that your gifts of love are used with 

integrity, honesty,  and for the sole purpose of meeting the needs 

of the chi ldren.    

                                   In His Service as your  
                      Mission Program Coordinators, 
                               Bill & Rona Hemminger 
 

MAILING LIST UPDATE NEEDED 

If you are receiving this newsletter for the first time, I 

hope you enjoy it.  If you would like to be removed 

from this mailing or know of someone who should be 

added, please contact us at hogaremanuel@verizon.net   

You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when 
you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11    
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Cindy is nine years old and in the fifth grade at  

Sinai. According to her educators she has always 

been obedient and helpful ever since she was little.  

She has five older brothers and sisters, none of 

whom are at Hogar Emanuel with her.  She goes to 

spend the weekend with her mother every two 

weeks and enjoys going to the Shalom church with 

her.  She said that  last weekend they learned the 

Bible story about Daniel being saved from the lion’s 

den. Cindy’s favorite subject in school is social 

studies because she likes studying maps.   The home 

has been able to provide her with glasses to help her 

vision problems.  She would like to be a doctor 

when she grows up.   At the home she enjoys play-

ing soccer with the “big girls,” but her favorite part 

of living at Hogar Emanuel is the educators, she 

says.   Cindy is a sweet little girl who we are very 

proud of and have lots of hope for.   Please pray for 

Cindy this month. 



Please return this coupon with your tax deductible 

contribution made payable and sent to: 

WESTERN PA DISTRICT COB 

115 Spring Rd., Hollsopple, PA  15935                                  

or visit the website and click  

 Sponsorship Coupon             

Emanuel Children’s 

Partnering in the success, I pledge to keep the Emanuel 

Children’s Home in my prayers as well as offer my financial 

support.  Please use my donation for the following fund:  

“Staff Sponsorship” —providing for staff wages  

“Child Sponsorship” — providing the basic needs for 

the children living at the Home. (If you desire to be 

assigned a specific child, contact Rona.) 

“Maintenance & Development”  providing for 

maintenance and improvements to the facilities.   Projects 

will be scheduled as funding is available. 

Quarterly 

Semi-annually 

Signature 

A suggested monthly donation is $25.00.  However, all contributions are 
appreciated.  

Enclosed is my gift of love for $__________ : 

Annually 

Name of organization 

Address 

Phone                                                        

My name or a contact name for my group 

Email 

Monthly 

What’s happening What’s happening What’s happening What’s happening at the Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home? 

One time 

“New Bridge Program” - providing for those who are 

“aging out”  the transitional tools for independent living.  

General fund -- use where needed 

“Gift Fund” $________-- birthday/Christmas gifts  
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This is YOUR project!This is YOUR project!This is YOUR project!This is YOUR project!    
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group of admirers and offered for sale for the benefit of 

the Emanuel Children’s Home.  A local San Pedro Sula 

newspaper called the event “brushstrokes of generosity.” 

Thank you, Doña Carmen Chahin!       

We also received word from one of the local restaurants, 

UNO CHICAGO GRILL, that they have accepted our 

proposal to do a benefit day for Hogar....donating 20% of 

all their sales on Monday December 21st to the benefit of 

the Home.  The children are very  blessed to have so 

many amazing people offering their talents to them.  

This past year has been a difficult one for the government 

of Honduras. However they held a peaceful presidential 

election on November 29th in which Porfirio Lobo, 

(known by his friends as  “Pepe”) became the president 

elect who will take office in January.  He has a clear cut 

motivation to rebuild international relations.   Please con-

tinue to pray for the country of Honduras.   

 

 

   

 

 
 

DONATEDONATEDONATEDONATE    

All is well and the children are anxiously awaiting 

Christmas. The home is beautifully decorated, and 

the children are blessed with donations of gifts and 

Christmas celebrations throughout the month.  On 

December 27th, the Home will host a Christmas 

reunion dinner for all  those who were raised at the 

home but have since moved on. Yes, they still can 

go “home” for Christmas!      

  

Even though the children living at Hogar Emanuel 

are receiving an academic education, spiritual train-

ing, are able to participate in extra-curricular activi-

ties, and are receiving much love from dedicated 

staff and volunteers; we realize that  in order for 

them to be truly successful, well-rounded individu-

als, they need to practice proper etiquette and good 

grooming skills.   So in the midst of all the hustle 

and bustle, Graciela Nieto, a special friend of el 

hogar,  has been helping the teens to prepare for 

their futures with  classes  on what it takes to look  

and act their very best. They completed their  

course with a special graduation at a 

local steakhouse where they also com-

pleted a class on  table manners. She 

also invited the teens into her home for 

a class on floral arranging and home 

decorating.  Gracias Doña Nieto !   

 

 “Ecstasy”, a beautiful collection of art created by 

painter, Doña Carmen Chahin was displayed  to a 

Special Fund for  Nursery 

Hola, mi nombre es Lisby. 

¿Puedo ayudarle? 

Hello, my name is Lisby. 

Can I help you? 

MANNERS MATTER 

OUTSIDE OF THE HOME 

From the children, staff,  and board of directors at              
El Hogar de Niños Emanuel 

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS  
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 Our Promise to You ……….. 
 
      By serving on the Board of Directors of El Hogar de Niños 

Emanuel,  i t is our responsib ili ty  to help oversee the management 

of the Home and to make sure that your gifts of love are used with 

integrity, honesty,  and for the sole purpose of meeting the needs 

of the chi ldren.    

                                   In His Service as your  
                      Mission Program Coordinators, 
                               Bill & Rona Hemminger 
 

MAILING LIST UPDATE NEEDED 

If you are receiving this newsletter for the first time, I 

hope you enjoy it.  If you would like to be removed 

from this mailing or know of someone who should be 

added, please contact us at hogaremanuel@verizon.net   

You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when You are also joining to help us when 
you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11you pray for us.  2 Corinthians 1:11    
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     Orlin is a very special little guy who came to 

Hogar Emanuel in December of 2006 with his older 

brother Eliu. When they arrived to the home they 

were severely malnourished. The home has been 

able to provide them with solid nourishment and 

vitamins to help them recuperate physically. Orlin is 

now eight years old and in will be going into the 

third grade at Sinai.  His favorite subject is drawing 

and he wants to be a doctor when he grows up.  He 

likes play-dough, playing soccer and watching 

Power Rangers on TV.   He is well behaved, helpful 

and gets along well with the others. Though still 

small for his age he is a healthy, happy, growing 

young boy who has been given a better life and 

hope.   Please pray for Orlin this month. 



Please return this coupon with your tax deductible 

contribution made payable and sent to: 

WESTERN PA DISTRICT COB 

115 Spring Rd., Hollsopple, PA  15935                                  

or visit the website and click  

 Sponsorship Coupon             

Emanuel Children’s 

Partnering in the success, I pledge to keep the Emanuel 

Children’s Home in my prayers as well as offer my financial 

support.  Please use my donation for the following fund:  

“Staff Sponsorship” —providing for staff wages  

“Child Sponsorship” — providing the basic needs for 

the children living at the Home. (If you desire to be 

assigned a specific child, contact Rona.) 

“Maintenance & Development”  providing for 

maintenance and improvements to the facilities.   Projects 

will be scheduled as funding is available. 

Quarterly 

Semi-annually 

Signature 

A suggested monthly donation is $25.00.  However, all contributions are 
appreciated.  

Enclosed is my gift of love for $__________ : 

Annually 

Name of organization 

Address 

Phone                                                        

My name or a contact name for my group 

Email 

Monthly 

What’s happening What’s happening What’s happening What’s happening at the Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home?Emanuel Children’s Home? 

One time 

“New Bridge Program” - providing for those who are 

“aging out”  the transitional tools for independent living.  

General fund -- use where needed 

“Gift Fund” $________-- birthday/Christmas gifts  
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 Last week the construction of the new five phase 
building resumed.  The next phase will provide additional 
space for the adolescent boys.  Currently there are seventy-
six children living at el hogar.  Thirty-four are boys.   Fif-
teen of those boys are twelve years old and older.  Another 
twelve of our boys will reach their teen years within the next 
three years.  Currently, the older boys  have three rather 
small rooms, so it is a necessity to increase the living area 
for this age group.  The first floor only of this next phase of 
construction should be completed by early spring with an 
anticipated cost of nearly $19,000 to get us that far.  Food 

for the Poor has committed to helping with this expense by 
assuming the  cost of adding more bathrooms to this phase 
which is quoted at $8800.00    Of course, the construction 

will continue ONLY as funds are available.  Therefore,  
please keep the needs of Hogar Emanuel in your prayers 
during the coming year. 

 

 

     

 

   

 

 
 

DONATEDONATEDONATEDONATE    

 It is January 2010 and the children are still 
enjoying their school break which began in Novem-
ber.  They enjoyed many Christmas celebrations and 

were excited to 
have many special 
visitors  during the 
p a s t  m o n t h .   
Among the visitors 
to el hogar was 
Santa.  Another one 
was  Leah Yingling, 
past Brethren Vol-
u n t e e r  S e r -
vice/Global Mission 
Partnership volun-

teer who completed her service in December 2008. 
Leah is now teaching a high school Spanish class in 
Elizabethtown, PA, but was able to return to visit the 
children and staff after having been gone for over a 
year.  What a happy  reunion for all !  It was also neat 
that that Leah and Lauren were able to meet face to 
face and share their lives at el hogar with each other.    
Other visitors included a small work group from 
Western PA District Church of the Brethren. Brianna 
Baker and Amber Haupt extended their stay to spend 
the first few weeks of January helping to hang cur-
tains, purchase the supplies, and give the finishing 
touches to the nursery in preparation for the arrival of 
our first newborn babies.  They are scheduled to arrive 
within the week.  Vivian is busy interviewing many 
applicants who responded to the our need for loving, 
caring, and capable staff to help care for our babies.  
We’ll tell you all about our growing family next 
month.   

 We are excited to report that our older resi-
dent children were able to land jobs during their 
school break.  They were able to make enough money 
to buy something special for themselves as well as to 
put some money away to help with their upcoming 
school expenses. It is that time of year when all the 
kids must start thinking about returning to school and 
hitting the books again.  It is also a time when the 
Home must begin writing checks to pay for tuition, 
school clothes and supplies, too.   

Special Fund for  Nursery 

 

Jose Luis, Tulio, Jose Alfredo, Darwin, and Oscar (standing) 

are anxious for a less cramped living area. 

For further information contact: 
 

Bill & Rona Hemminger 

Hogar de Niños Emanuel Board Members 

Ph. (814) 629-9868 or (540) 941-3423 

Email: hogaremanuel@verizon.net 

Web site:  www.hogaremanuel.com 

 

Waldina gets a gift from Santa. 



 
 

           

1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158              Western Pennsylvania District 

Hooversville, PA 15936-0158                Church of the Brethren : 

harmony@campharmony.org                115 Spring Road        

http://www.campharmony.org                Hollsopple, Pennsylvania 

(814) 798-5885 or (888) 745-2267                814-479-7058   814-479-2181 

FAX: (814) 798-2225      

 

 
                                               Working Together 

      The 4 patch blocks were created by those that were at the July 27, 2009  

Camp Harmony Board meeting, as a part of devotions on our individuality                 

and our need  and ability to work together. 

      We do not always see the whole picture until we understand where God          

 has placed us in His quilt.  Then do we see and understand our placement and             

 our part in that quilt.                                                                                                       

      The quilt is representative of the Camp Harmony Board and staff working 

together.   

 

(The quilt was put together and quilted by Pastor Jeff Fackler, at the Penn Run Church 

of the Brethren) 

 

 

Dear Friends and Family of Camp Harmony,                                                                                           

   On behalf of Western Pennsylvania District Church of the Brethren and Camp Harmony, we bring you greetings.  

This letter is to inform you, the owners of Camp Harmony, about a mortgage/ debt reduction campaign for 2010. 

   “52  -  God Blesses You And Camp Harmony Is Blessed To Be A Blessing.” 

   As the quilt above symbolizes the Camp Harmony Board and staff working together, so will a new tied quilt 

symbolize the Western Pennsylvania District Church of the Brethren and Camp Harmony working together. 

   Let us briefly go back 20 + years to the Vision for Tomorrow Capital Fund Campaign, where the money pledged 

was never realized, and then move towards the last 10 years where the District’s Camp has been surrounded by 

negative feelings, and spiritual warfare.  Despite all of these circumstances, the “Spirit of Camp Harmony” continues 

to reign and the ministry is growing.  The love and need for Camp Harmony was definitely expressed in 2008, where 

in 3 months, congregations, individuals, and groups gave from their heart to save Camp from being lost during “Keep 

the Spirit Burning”.  

   In a joint meeting of the District Finance Team and the Camp Harmony Board, the following inspiration                

was expressed – that if every family in Western Pennsylvania District Church of the Brethren gave                               

$1 a week for a year (52), the mortgage/debt at Camp Harmony would be more than eliminated.  At the present 

Camp Harmony has a mortgage/debt of $135,000 which means we pay more than $15,000 a year towards interest and 

very little principle.  Camp will never be able to move ahead if this continues.  In recent years, the District and Camp 

have proven that the ministry at Camp Harmony is blessed by God.  We have managed to “Fulfill the Past, Maintain 

the Present, and Build for the Future”.  Working together, the ministry set forth 85 years ago by our ancestors, 

continues under God’s guidance. 

   With much prayer and thought we challenge each of you as owners of Camp Harmony to work together for the 

ministry of Our Lord as we “invite all people to experience the wonder of creation, and find harmony with God, with 

nature, and with one another.”   

   As the donations of love of at least $52 are given towards the campaign, we will place the names of the persons 

giving on their own quilt patch and these will then be sewn together so that all involved will see the strength that is 

realized.  As stated above, we won’t see the whole picture until we understand where God has placed us in His quilt.   

“I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing.” (John 15: 5)  The more persons who are connected to the Western Pennsylvania District’s Church of the 

Brethren Camp Ministry, the stronger it will become.   

   Thank You. 

 

Sincerely, 

Janice Kaltenbaugh, Executive Director                                         Don Bruner, Chair 

Camp Harmony               District Stewards and Finance Team  

mailto:harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158        

 Hooversville, PA 15936-0158 

e-mail: harmony@campharmony.org 

http://www.campharmony.org 

(814) 798-5885 or (888) 745-2267 

FAX: (814) 798-2225 

 

 

Church of the Brethren Cross-Cultural Celebration at Camp 
Here's an exciting bit of information: the Church of the Brethren Cross-Cultural Celebration will be 

happening right here at Camp from April 22-26!  This is an opportunity for lots of cultures to come 

together and worship the Lord.  Join brothers and sisters from all over the country (and world) in an 

energetic and uplifting time of fellowship, music and of course, food!  Come for a little while or stay for 

the whole thing - just make sure to mark your calendar and join in the celebration.  We will be seeking 

good cooks from the District, too - we want to showcase some of the ethnic food from this region in a 

carry-in meal for all the attendees - call Camp for more information about getting involved with this 

event! 

 

52 – God Bless You – UPDATE 
Since the beginning of January 2010, we have had 20 families donate to the debt reduction at Camp.  We 

put this money in a separate line item and when there is enough we pay down part of the debt.  At this 

writing we have paid off two bills which have been on our account.   The next big pay down we are 

working towards is a credit card bill. THANK YOU…Your love donations are working in your Camp 

ministry. 

 

Full Time Job Position Available                                  
 FACILITIES DIRECTOR 
Job Description and Employment Application is posted on the website –www.campharmony.org  

www.campharmony.org/job_positions.html 

 

Apply by sending an Employment Application and a 

 Resume to Camp Harmony 

         1414 Plank Rd. PO Box 158 

         Hooversville, PA. 15936 

  

Deadline – February 15, 2010 

 

SUMMER RECRUITMENT for part time staff will start February 2010. 

 

Volunteers Needed at Camp …Help with the Ministry at Camp 
 Weekend Hosts   Cutting and Splitting Wood 

 Servers for Dinners  Maintenance 

 Kitchen Help   Auxiliary 

Call Janice for details………. 
  

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of 

creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and 

with one another 
CAMP HARMONY 

http://www.campharmony.org/job_positions.html


Chuck 
Madera 

Resource Leader 

 

Super Hero 
Training Camp 

 

April 9 - April 10 

3rd / 4th / 5th Grades 

 
With all the recent hype of 
superhero movies, learn 
what it means to be a REAL 
Hero. 

 

How does that relate to your 
Christian walk? 

 

Discover your own hidden 
powers and design your own 
costume in this active train-
ing camp for super heroes. 

 

Chuck Madera will be the 
resource leader for the Su-
per Hero Training Camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

Arctic Camp 
 

February 5 - February 6 

3rd / 4th / 5th Grades 

 

Travel to Camp Harmony to 
learn and to be challenged 
by being different: 

 By showing love instead 
of hate. 

 By being selfless in-
stead of being selfish. 

 By forgiving instead of 
holding grudges. 

Sweetheart 

Dinner 
Place:  Camp Harmony 

Tuesday, February 16th 

$ 20.00 / couple 

5:00 p.m. 

Bring your favorite guy or gal 
to a wonderful evening of 
fine dining and entertain-
ment. 

 

Come dressed to the nines 
or in your favorite jeans. 
 

Call the Camp office at the 
toll free number - 888-745-
2267 to make reservations. 
 

All proceeds will benefit 
the camp scholarship 
fund. 
 

Help send a boy or 
girl to camp. 

Adult 

Cooking 

Classes  
                    16 years + 

Men and women may attend. 

 
Place:  Camp Harmony 

 

Saturday, February 20th  

and 

Saturday, May 8th  

 

 

$ 25.00 / each class 

Arrive:     9:00 a.m. 

Depart:   2:00 p.m. 

 

Join our resident chef Nikki 
as she teaches you how to 
prepare exotic and unique 
dishes in our spacious 
kitchen. 

 

Of course you’ll get to eat 
what you make and that’s 
the best part. 

 

Nikki will also teach a few 
tricks of the trade to make 
daily cooking a little easier. 

 

Each class will feature differ-
ent foods. 

 
Cross 

Country 

Ski Trip 
 

Saturday, February 20th  

$ 15.00 with rentals 

$ 10.00 with out rentals 

Arrive:     9:00 a.m. 

Depart:    noon 
 

Join us as we ski and ex-
plore the Laurel Mountain. 
 

Our guides will teach you 
how to ski and the essentials 
of great winter activities. 

Weekend for 

Women 
18years + 

 
Place:  Camp Harmony 

 

Friday, February 26 

Saturday, February 27 

 

$50.00  

Friday and Saturday 

 

$20.00 

Saturday, February 27th  

 

 Breathe 
some color 
and life into 
your world. 

 

 A weekend 
just for 
women. 

 

 A weekend to offer re-
freshing worship to our 
God. 

 

Listen to engaging speakers 
and laugh yourself into tears. 

Invite your: 

 daughter - 18 years + 

 your mom 

 your best friend 

 your hairdresser 

 your ladies from choir 

 your ladies from the  

       Sunday School class 

 your co-worker 

 your neighbor 

Ladies come for a weekend 
at Camp and take a moment 
to enjoy the beauty of God’s 
winter scenery. 

Sometimes cutting an onion 

can be so emotional! 



Kinder Kritters 

Day Camp 

Saturday, March 27th 

Arrive:    9:00 a.m. 

Depart:  4:00 p.m. 
 

 Kindergarten students 

 Grade 1 

 Grade 2 

 Grade 3 

 

Bring your child out for a full 
day of activities as you run 
errands, go shopping, or just 
sit and relax for a few hours. 

 

Enjoy your day as your chil-
dren enjoy a day at Camp 
Harmony. 

30 Hour 
Famine 

 

 

 

 

March 12 - March 13 

 

5th Grade to  

12th Grade students 

$20.00 

Arrive:  7:00 p.m. 

Depart:  1:00 p.m. 

 

 Do you eat because you 
are bored? 

 Do you stuff yourself 
and you can hardly 
breath? 

 

 Around 26,000 children 
under the age of 5 die 
every day because of 
preventable hunger re-
lated diseases. 

 

 Come learn what hun-
ger feels like and what 
we can do to help. 

Amplify:Rock 
 

Who can attend? 

 

Youth Groups 
  Young adults 

  Date night 

 
Saturday, March 13th 

$ 5.00 

Arrive:  5:00 p.m. 

 

This show will feature bands 
for youth and the young at 
heart. 
 

Bring your youth group and 
come rock out for a great 
time. 
 

Note: 

 No registration form is 
needed for this event. 

 

 Please call the camp 
office if you are attend-
ing the event. 

Race Along 

The Lake 
 

10k, 5k, Run / Walk 

Saturday, May 22nd  

Camp Harmony: 7:00 a.m. 

 

Cost: 

Register before May 1st 

$12.00 without shirt 

$15.00 with shirt 

 

Register after May 2nd 

$20.00 - shirt is not guaranteed 

 

Put this event on your calendar. 

 

 Now is the time to 
ask your friends to join 
you in the run / walk  
Around the Lake. 

 Ask people to sponsor 
you as you run / walk 
Around the Lake. 

 Proceeds will be used 
for  Camp programs. 

6-person team 
6th - 12th grades 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

 Youth Groups need to register. 

 Challenge other youth groups to register for the Tournament. 

 

 Take the trophy back to your youth room. 

Youth 
Dodge Ball Tournament  

Arrive - - 9:00 a.m. 



 
BRETHREN HOME COMMUNITY WINDBER 

FEBRUARY 2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto man His Son hath given; 
While angels sing with tender mirth, 

A glad New Year to all the earth. 
 

                                                                        Martin Luther 
 
Our Christmas season was truly blessed!  The staff decorated our Home with 
holiday cheer, extra fun activities occurred each day, and a beautiful open house 
buffet allowed our residents to entertain their families in style.  Sounds of choir 
songs echoed through the Home, gifts were exchanged, and even Santa roamed in 
the halls.  Throughout December, the message of Christmas was retold in all of the 
kindnesses we were shown, especially the meaningful church services that marked 
the birth of our Savior. Our thanks to everyone who shared the gifts of time and 
love with us this season!    

 

 

INDEPENDENT LIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Brethren Home Community Windber offers a full range of independent living 
opportunities.  The cottages at Orchard Point and apartments at Taufer Place and 
Coventry Place provide comfortable, affordable, modern living within the security 
of our community campus.  Although these facilities are currently operating at 
capacity, openings do occur and those openings are offered first to those who 
have placed their name on our waiting list.  Anyone interested in exploring the 
possibility of moving to our campus should contact Thomas J. Reckner, CEO at 
814-467-5505 for information and to be added to the waiting list. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

INFLUENZA UPDATE 
 

      Although the outbreak of swine flu seems to have targeted those just a little 
younger than our residents, we continue to be on the alert for cases of any type of 
flu.  We’re glad to report that through December our residents have been 
influenza-free, and that our influenza prevention plan seems to have been 
effective.  Some of our staff members have contacted either seasonal or swine flu 
outside the Home, and have taken time off to avoid spreading the “bug” to our 
residents.   
 

     Because we have had success in containing the flu outbreak within our facility, 
we are asking that those who visit be sensitive to the possibility that they may 
spread the flu.  Anyone experiencing cold or flu symptoms is asked to limit their 
visits to the Home.   
 

     Please check our website at www.cbrethren.com for monthly updates on the 
influenza status at the Home before visiting.  Your cooperation will help us 
continue to have a healthy winter.     

 
HOME BOARD REORGANIZES 

 
 

     The Brethren Home Community Windber board 
of administration reorganized at its December, 
2009 meeting.  Officers and members include: 
 

Chairman:  Charles E. Allison 
Vice Chair:  Donna Ramer 

Secretary:  Wayne Blue 
Treasurer:  Dr. Robert Hartnett 

Leadership Team Representative:  Jeffrey Keyser 
 

Donald R. Garman 
Janis Gomola 
Marie Camut 
Donna Kodis 

P. James Hayes 
Charles Statler 

Doris Gindlesperger 
Warren Lewis 

 
Ex officio:  Thomas Reckner, CEO;  Edith 
Scaletta, NHA, Home Administrator; Dr. Ronald 
Beachley, District Executive. 

 
*Best wishes to Mr. Allison as he continues to 

recover from recent surgery! 
 

 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 

 
     Looking for a way to brighten someone’s 
day?  Send a Valentine’s Day greeting to a 
resident at the Home!  If you know a 
resident, addressing a card to them will take 
only a minute.  If you don’t know a specific 
person, just send a card to: 

 
 

“Be My Valentine” 
c/o Church of the Brethren Home, 

277 Hoffman Avenue,  
Windber, PA 15963 

 
Thanks in advance for caring and sharing! 

 
 

 

http://www.cbrethren.com/


 

Your help is appreciated very much!   The recorded reports following were received at the District 

Office as of January 25, 2010.  THANK YOU and KEEP THEM COMING! 

 

Please remember that the District Office receives Forms A and B and the Statistical Form for 2009 

(all three parts) from the COB General Offices AFTER you have completed and returned them to 

Elgin. 

 

EVERY REPORT FORM IS IMPORTANT TO BOTH THE DISTRICT AND THE DENOMINATION. 

 

Please be careful to include complete addresses and phone numbers 

where requested.  Email addresses are helpful, also, if available.  If you 

have a question about any of the report forms, please don’t hesitate to call 

the District Office (814 479-2181 or 1-866-279-2181) and ask. 

 

Church 
Code 

 
Church Name 

 
Form A 

 
Form B 

 
2008 Statistical Report 

 
Additional Officers 

 
Self-Allocation 

37-010 Arbutus ● ●  ● ● 

37-015 Beachdale    ●  

37-020 Bear Run      

37-030 Berkey ● ●  ● ● 

37-050 Bethel    ● ● 

37-060 Brothersvalley ● ●  ● ● 

37-068 Canaan ● ● ●  ● 

37-070 Center ● ●  ● ● 

37-080 Center Hill ● ●  ● ● 

37-090 Conemaugh ● ●  ● ● 

37-100 Connellsville ● ●  ● ● 

37-110 County Line ● ●  ● ● 

37-130 Elbethel ● ●    

37-140 Erie Community United      

37-150 Fairchance ● ●    

37-160 Fairview      

37-170 Farmington Bethel ● ●  ● ● 

37-190 Geiger ● ●  ● ● 

37-195 Good Samaritan      

37-200 Greensburg ● ●    

37-210 Greenville ● ●   ● 

37-220 Hooversville ● ●  ●  

37-230 Hostetler      

37-240 Hyndman      

37-250 Indiana ● ●  ● ● 

37-305 Journey’s Way Ministries      

37-310 Ligonier First ● ●  ●  

37-320 Locust Grove ● ●  ● ● 

37-340 Maple Glen    ● ● 

37-350 Maple Grove ● ●    

37-360 Maple Spring ● ●  ● ● 

37-373 Markleysburg      

37-380 Meyersdale      

37-390 Middlecreek ● ●  ● ● 

37-400 Monroeville ● ●  ● ● 

 



37-410 Montgomery ● ●    

37-260 Morrellville ● ●  ● ● 

37-420 ♦ Mount Joy ● ● ● ● ● 

37-430 Mount Pleasant ● ●    

37-270 Moxham ● ●  ● ● 

37-440 Nanty Glo      

37-450 Natrona Heights      

37-460 Oakdale      

37-470 Penn Run ● ●  ● ● 

37-475 Pike Run ● ●    

37-480 Pittsburgh      

37-490 Pleasant Hill    ●  

37-500 Plumcreek    ● ● 

37-505 Purchase Line ● ●  ● ● 

37-508 Rayman    ● ● 

37-510 Robinson      

37-520 Rockton ● ●   ● 

37-530 ♦ Rockwood ● ● ● ● ● 

37-280 Roxbury ● ●  ● ● 

37-540 Rummel      

37-550 Salisbury      

37-560 Scalp Level     ● 

37-570 Shade Creek/Ridge ● ●    

37-580 ♦ Sipesville ● ● ● ● ● 

7-590 Somerset ● ●  ● ● 

37-600 Sugar Grove ● ●  ● ● 

37-620 Ten Mile      

37-630 Tire Hill ● ●   ● 

37-635 Union Chapel    ● ● 

37-640 Uniontown ● ●  ● ● 

37-290 Walnut Grove      

37-645 Way of Hope ● ●  ● ● 

37-300 Westmont      

37-650 Windber ● ●  ● ● 

37-660 Wooddale ● ●    

 
 

 



2010 District Events and Meetings 

 

EVENTS ARE CODED AS... 
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS 
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the 

District - small print 
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS 

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE... 

 Keep for reference when setting local church dates. 
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions. 
 Keep your calendar updated. 

 

FEBRUARY 2010 
2 - Power Point Workshop, 6 – 9 p.m., District Office 
8 - Women’s Ministry Cabinet, 1 p.m., District Office 
8 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 
10 - Structure Review & Redesign Team, 10 a.m., District Office 
13 - BRUNCH ‘N’ BROWSE, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., District Office [SEE ENCLOSED FLYER] 
15 - Brethren Home Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 
17 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
20 - District Leadership Team, 9:30 a.m., Rummel Church 
21  - Men’s Fellowship Council, 2:30 p.m., Greensburg Church 
22 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors, 7 p.m. 
27 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., Indiana Church 
28 - Ministerial Ethics Training, 2 – 5 p.m., Mount Joy Church 
MARCH 2010 
4 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1 p.m. 
5 - WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
5-6 - Pastor & Spouse Retreat, Camp Harmony 
6 - Ministerial Ethics Training, 9 a.m. – 12 Noon, Camp Harmony 
8 - Women’s Ministry Cabinet, 1 p.m., District Office 
9 - Power Point Workshop, 6-9 p.m., District Office 
13-15 - Mission & Ministry Board, Elgin, IL 
13 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., Indiana Church 
14 - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS (Turn clocks AHEAD one hour) 
14 - ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING EMPHASIS 
15 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
15 - Heritage Festival Committee, 7:00 p.m. District Office 
20 - Ministerial Ethics Training, 9 a.m. – 12 Noon, Geiger Church 
22 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors, 7 p.m. 
23 - Alzheimer’s Workshop for Pastor’s, 9 a.m.-12 noon, Center Hill Church 
27 - FINANCIAL SEMINAR, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., Maple Spring Church 
27 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., Indiana Church 
28 - PALM SUNDAY 



APRIL 2010 
2 - GOOD FRIDAY 
4 - ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! 
10 - “Springs of Living Water” Renewal Teams – Location to be announced 
11 - Ministerial Ethics Training, 2 – 5 p.m., Penn Run Church 
15 - WOMEN’S MINISTRY SPRING RALLY 
17 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., District Office 
18 - DISTRICT TITHING SUNDAY 
19 - Brethren Home Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 
19 - Heritage Festival Committee, 7:00 p.m. District Office 
22-24 - CROSS-CULTURAL CONSULTATION, Camp Harmony 
25 - BRETHREN HOME AUXILIARY SPRING TEA , 2-4 P.M. 
25 - Men’s Fellowship Council, 2:30 p.m., Greensburg Church 
26 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors, 7 p.m. 
30-May 1 - WOMEN’S MINISTRY RETREAT, Antiochian Village 
MAY 2010 
Apr 30-1 - WOMEN’S MINISTRY RETREAT, Antiochian Village 
1 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., District Office 
2 - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 
6 - Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1 p.m. 
7 - Heritage Festival Executive Committee, 7:00 p.m., District Office 
9 - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!! 
10 - Women’s Ministry Cabinet, 1 p.m., District Office 
13 - ASCENSION DAY 
15 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m. – Location to be announced 
15 - Men’s Fellowship Golf Outing, 1 p.m. 
17 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
22 - SVMC/BRETHREN ACADEMY PROGRAM, 9 a.m., District Office 
23 - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH!! (PENTECOST) 
24 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors, 7 p.m. 
29-30 - YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE 
31 - MEMORIAL DAY (observed) 
JUNE 2010 
5 - BHCW CHICKEN BBQ 
6 - ANNUAL CONFERENCE BRIEFING – Location to be announced 
17 - WOMEN’S MINISTRY CAMP DAY 
19 - CAMP REUNION DAY 
19 - Men’s Fellowship Council, 2:30 p.m., Camp Harmony 
20 - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!! 
21 - Brethren Home Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 
21 - Heritage Festival Committee, 7:00 p.m. District Office 
28 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors, 7 p.m. 

Please note:  Dates will be added or changed as needed. 
If your District group, team, or committee has additions or changes to this calendar, 

please contact the District Office as soon as possible.  Thank You! 



Questions? Contact us at: 
Phone: 717-361-1450 

E-mail: svmc@etown.edu 
www.etown.edu/svmc 

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center 
One Alpha Drive 

Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
 

Checks should be made payable to SVMC. 

Mail completed form and registration 
form and fee to: 

God’s Way in Wisdom’s Path 

Registration Form 

Name 

Address 

The course will examine the development of wisdom in the Old and New          
Testaments. With the exception of the Joseph Narrative and the Job material 
each section will focus on an individual chapter. In preparation for the event, the 
student will be supplied in advance with the teacher’s reflection on each of these 
texts. In addition, the student will be expected to read Visions in the book of Job 
in the Covenant Bible Series.  

A Continuing Education Event with Dr. Robert Neff 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Registration begins at 8:30, Course held 9:00—3:00 

Sill Boardroom, von Liebig Center for Science, Juniata College 

or 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010  

Registration begins at 8:30, Course held 9:00—3:00 

Susquehannna Room, Elizabethtown College 

 

Phone 

Email 

CEU Documentation    Yes ___   No ___ 

Cost for this event is $50. There is an additional $10 charge for those wishing to receive CEU 
documentation fee. The registration deadline is March 12, 2010 (Juniata) or September 10, 

2010 (Etown) . Light refreshments and lunch are included in the registration fee.  

Dr. Robert Neff is an Old Testament scholar, President Emeritus of Juniata College, and former    
General Secretary of the Church of the Brethren.  He is a member at University Baptist and 
Brethren Church in State College, PA. 

Elizabethtown or Juniata: ___________________________ 



Western Pennsylvania District       
Church of the Brethren 
115 Spring Road 
Hollsopple  PA  15935-7412     

                   February  2010 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED               

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 6 

DAVIDSVILLE, PA 


