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Christian author and
speaker, Tony Campolo, in his
talks to Christian audiences, used
to use the phrase “Friday’s a-here,
but Sunday is a-comin!” He was
referring to Jesus’ death on Friday
and his resurrection on Sunday.
And Tony used that phrase to help
people realize that although we
may be going through difficult
times as God’s people right now,
there is great hope, for the day of
resurrection is right ahead of us.
It may be “Friday” for us now, but
our “Sunday” is coming. In other
words, there is hope!
The LORD God gives great hope to His people. There is hope in
His sustaining power for each day. “I put my hope in you, LORD; You will
answer, Lord, my God” (Psalm 38:15). And there is that resurrection hope
that God brings to us through Christ. For Christians, each day has within it
the reality of hope – that knowledge that God will bring deliverance,
freedom, justice, and new life! “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of

God” (Romans 5:2).
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www.westernpacob.org
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Please send all
Highlights information
to the District Office by
the 10th.

This has great application to our lives together as brothers and
sisters in congregations. We are undergoing many “Fridays” – fear and
anxiety about the future of our church, difficulties and conflicts among
people, struggles to communicate the gospel effectively with unbelievers.
But at the same time we enjoy the hope of the “Sunday” resurrection. We
have the hope of Christ within us. We know and believe that the glorious
power of the Risen Christ can bring calm, faith, healing, peace and a new
witness to the gospel!
As Easter approaches, let’s look to the “Sunday that is a-comin.”
Let’s consider the hope that is within us, and let’s live and breathe and
move in that hope. I believe that great joy will result. I believe that great
peace will break out. I believe that the Lord has good things for us!
May all the blessings of the Lord Jesus Christ be upon you and your
congregation as we await the resurrection!

Sincerely,
Bill Wenger
Interim District Executive

April 2017
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District Office News

2017 DISTRICT DIRECTORY

SYMPATHY

A new draft of the 2017 District Directory will be
emailed to the Pastors and Church Contacts by
April 1, 2017.

To the family of Pastor Wilma Horner as she
went to be with the Lord on March 10th. Wilma
is sister-in-law of District Treasurer Carole
Horner.

DISTRICT DIRECTORY UPDATES

NEW MEMBERS

Corrections and additions will be noted in the
District HIGHLIGHTS as they are received.

Hostetler Congregation



If you would like a paper copy, please contact
the District Office at 814-479-2181 or email Tina
Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.

Jennifer May Miller
Elijah Glenn Miller

Page 7 - EMAIL CHANGE: Tim othy Vaughn –
timvaughn120@yahoo.com
Page 8 - EMAIL CHANGE: R onald St. Clair –
rssaint1900@gmail.com

NEED YOUR HELP
If your congregation will produce a new
directory in 2017, please drop off or send a
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road,
Hollsopple, 15935.
It is very helpful to the District Office staff
to have updated information from all the
churches we serve.
Thank you!

Page 23 – ADD EMAIL: Eric Longw ell –
kb3ttx@gmail.com

Page 31 – EMAIL CORRECTION: Pleasant Hill –
phcob1852@floodcity.net
Page 35 – ADDRESS CORRECTION: K irt
Anderson – 210 Vista Lane, Shelocta, 15774
Page 35 - ADD: M artha Beach, 2474 N. Center
Avenue, Somerset, 15501. Cell Phone: 813-7271911, Church: 814-445-8853, no email address.

May 2017
Highlights Deadline

Page 37 – ADD: K risten Gaunt (Craig’s wife)

April 10, 2017
Please send all Highlights
information to the District Office
for this next issue.

Page 39 – ADDRESS CORRECTION: Guy M yers,
1271 Killiwhat Street, Johnstown, PA 15902-1224
Phone: 814-536-2404

April 2017

page 2

Western Pennsylvania District Highlights

At the District Office...

Books! Free to a Good Home!
Stop in the District Office and check out this
interesting collection of books generously
donated by Elva Jean Westlake and the family
of Terry Gindlesperger.
A list of books is available, contact us for more
information.

Stop in the District Office to
get one for yourself and several for friends and family.
What a great gift to share
with someone who needs encouragement in their faith!
Each page in the book contains Scripture, a personal
reflection, and a prayer to help start your day.
Books are available at the District Office.

Make checks payable to Western PA District with
“Book Order” in the memo line. Thanks!
Don’t miss your chance to own this wonderful
treasury of testimonies and meditations – each day
bringing glory to God!
From the Resource Room…

If you haven’t been to the District Office in a
while or have never been, it worth the trip
(in good weather of course!).
There is an entire room full of resources for
your congregations to use. Things like Sunday
School curriculum for all ages, Bible Studies,
small group studies, DVD’s and more.
We also have resource materials available
from Heifer International. There is more
detailed information on these resources
on page 13 of this issue of the District
Highlights.
Don’t forget the well-stocked library! Volumes of
Brethren history, many works of fiction and
non-fiction and much more! Stop in and have a
look, we would love to see you!
April 2017
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AbbsTract April 2017
Hopefully by the time you read this, the days will be
longer and warmer, and the nights a smidge milder
(not that we weren’t just blessed with an easy winter).
You might find yourself lingering in the dark to look
up at the night sky. Out where Dan and I live,
provided all the neighbors have their porch lights off,
you can see a kerjillion stars. Often, on clear nights,
we see the visible arm of the Milky Way galaxy,
stretching across the firmament.
When I think about
stargazing, my mind
always travels back
to one of two nights.
The first took place
in the spring of
2004, on a short
mission trip to
Malawi, in southern
Africa. We stayed
part of the time in
Lilongwe, the capital
city, and part of the
time in a small
village. In the
village, there was no guarantee of electricity, and we
carried our water from the pump at the bottom of the
hill. At night, it was truly and utterly dark. I remember
the end of an exhausting day – our trip leader, Heidi,
wanted to treat the girls, and we took turns having our
hair washed out in the yard. Afterward, head still
dripping, I climbed up on top of the van and lay down
on the luggage rack. Minus a few bobbing flashlights
below, all else around me was dark. The voices of my
friends muffled together into a low hum. I don’t
think I can describe with words the sky I saw that
night. It was magnificent, and then some. The
blackness was enveloping, but with so many stars, it
wasn’t really dark. I felt very small.

In June of 2005, two friends and I enjoyed a Caribbean
cruise to celebrate our college graduation. I took many
colorful pictures of many beautiful things, but my
strongest memory doesn’t have a photo to aid me.
One night, as we were at sea, I walked out onto one
of the lower side decks. Many of the party lights had
been turned off, and the ones that still glowed were
shaded by the upper decks. The sky was clear and
moonless.

All I could see in every direction was inky black
pierced by starlight. It was unsettling for all its beauty;
so much so that it caught me off balance and I had to
grip the rail. I had no frame of reference, for sky
melded into sea and I wasn’t sure which way was up.
To say I felt small is an understatement; I felt
bewilderingly tiny. Growing up here in Western PA,
I’d never seen a sky so big.
Always there were hills and mountains and trees
to frame the scene, but standing on that ship in the
Atlantic, I had no way to anchor my gaze. Everything
was sky and sea and
stars. I had to
remind myself to
breathe.
In Isaiah chapter 40,
God speaks words
of comfort
for Israel through
the prophet. I love
verse 26:
Look up and see: who
created these? He brings
out the starry host by
number; He calls all of them by name. Because of His great
power and strength, not one of them is missing.
--Isaiah 40:26 HCSB
Who made billions upon billions of stars? God.
And He even took the care to name each one.
And not even one of them is missing. I love that it
says that. Do you know how precious you are to God?
He names and cares for every star, yet YOU were
created in His image. Into YOU He breathed life and
poured a measure of the qualities that God Himself
possesses.
The stars don’t have that. YOU do.
Look up and see. Yes, you and I are physically small in
this exceedingly immense Universe. And yes, you and
I are loved and treasured beyond understanding by
God, who orders all things.
Let that make all the difference.

April 2017

Abby
page 4

Western Pennsylvania District Highlights

Local Church/District News
Calendar of Events 2017:
April 20

Spring Bunch, Plumcreek COB

May 5 & 6

Retreat at Camp Harmony

June 8

Camp Day at Camp Harmony

Mark your calendars,
more information to follow!

A Note from the Gifts Discernment Team
I am asking all of you who are reading this, and
are not already involved in the District Ministry,
to set aside a time of prayer, to see if God
would have you share your gift with the
District. After praying, if you feel lead to serve
the Lord in this way, then please contact the
District Office and the Gifts Discernment Team
will help you share your gifts.
Thank You,
Sandy Peterman
Chair, Gifts Discernment Team

Greensburg COB
April 2, 2017 at 2:30 PM
Churches are asked to
bring a musical selection,
(choir, ensemble or solo
vocal or instrumental) or a poem or reading to
share. All participants are asked to contact the
Greensburg Church or
Pastor Lisa Fike so an order of service can be
arranged.
The Greensburg Church is planning a light supper
for all attenders so an approximate count from
your church would be appreciated. Thank you!

National Older Adult Conference (NOAC)
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina
September 4—8, 2017
Transportation to NOAC
Camp Harmony is organizing transportation for anyone who is planning to attend NOAC this year.
The cost for the trip is $225 which includes 2 breakfasts and 2 meals for the roundtrip, please call
Camp at 814-798-2225 if you are interested and for more information.
April 2017
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Local Church/District News
Events at the Penn Run
Christian Outreach Center
(located directly across the street from the
Penn Run Church of the Brethren)
PA Dutch Buffet - 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 1, 2017
Saturday, May 6, 2017

Starting in November 2016, the buffet will be a
Pasta Buffet, and we alternate each month.
Same time and same place!
Call the church office at 724-463-0420 for more
information.
Scrapbook and Card Making Retreat
April 22, 2017 - 8:00 am to 8:00 pm
$35 for a full day, $28 for a half day

Registration deadline is April 8, 2017

B-D-M
Needs Your Help!
Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.
If you are interested in being a part of future
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for
more information at 814-539-8530
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net

Call Julie at 724-840-2704 for more
information.

Other than the day trips to New Windsor all
weeklong trips will be announced as the
information becomes available.

Annual Indoor Yard Sale
Saturday, June 3, 2017—8:00 am to 2:00 pm
10’ x 10’ spaces are available to rent for $10
Contact Lori Fackler at 724-349-2929 for more
information.
Annual Home & Craft Show
Saturday, November 11, 2017
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Many vendors and home party consultants will
be there as well as a silent auction, a pie
auction and lots of good food!

2017 Schedule
THANK YOU
Day Trips
Thursday, April 6
Tuesday, April 18
Thursday, June 8
Tuesday, June 27
Thursday, August 10
Tuesday, August 29
Thursday, October 12
Tuesday, October 24
Thursday, Dec. 7
Tuesday, Dec. 19

April 2017

Week Trips
July 9 - 15
South Carolina
with Beaver Creek, Mid
- Atlantic
September 3 - 9
Project #2
with Brownsville, Mid Atlantic
October 1 - 7
South Carolina
with (open)
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Local Church/District News

Please read and share!
There are many ways to volunteer in the
District, whether in be through Camp Harmony
or the Brethren Home Community Windber; at
events such as the District Auction; or even
happenings in your own congregation.

Spring Revival Enrichment services will be held
at the Mt. Joy Church of the Brethren
April 2 – 5, 2017. Please join them for Sunday
morning worship at 10:45 am and nightly at
7:00 pm (Sunday—Wednesday)
Brother Bob Kettering w ill be the guest
Evangelist and will be presenting children's
stories during the services entitled "Magical
Moments." There will also be special music
each night at the evening services.
Brother Bob was born and raised in Hershey PA
and he now resides in Manheim, PA. He
graduated from
Elizabethtown
College with a BS in
Music Education in
1972.
He is also a 1974
graduate of
Associate
Mennonite Biblical
Seminaries. He is
currently the Interim Pastor at the Parkesburg
Mennonite Church.

The Outreach and Service Team of the District
Leadership Team is still looking for volunteers
to be the Western PA District Brethren
Heritage and Peace Representative. As the
Heritage and Peace Representative you would
be asked to do the following:
1. Help promote peace education by
interacting with individuals, pastors, and
congregations.
2. Share peace education materials and
instruction with the youth in our District by
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at
Camp Harmony, and other group settings
arranged by the District Children and Youth
Ministry Coordinator.
3. Work with the District Outreach and Service
Team in any way that the Team can help the
representative with the above responsibilities.
4. Report annually to the District Outreach and
Service Team as to the work that has been
accomplished in a given year.
Please contact Marsha Smith at 814-535-2213
or charmar467@atlanticbb.net
if you are interested in serving.

The public is welcome to come to these
services. Brother Lee Smith is the pastor at
Mt. Joy Church. The church is located one mile
east of Mt. Pleasant on Route 31.

Hope to see you there!

April 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Young Adult
Conference
May 26 - 28, 2017
Camp Harmony,
Hooversville, PA
Young Adult Conference
(YAC) offers people ages 18-35 a chance to enjoy
fellowship, worship, recreation, Bible study, service
projects and more… with other fantastic young
adults!
 Registration ($150) includes food, lodging and
programming!
 Scholarships: Upon request, we will send a letter to your congregation asking them to provide
a $75 scholarship. Make your request by April
1. Scholarships are also available to BVSers
who are currently serving.
A non-refundable deposit of $75 is due within two
weeks of registering
Questions? Contact Becky Ullom Naugle in the
Youth/Young Adult Ministry Office
at bullomnaugle@brethren.org or 847-429-4385.

I have a lot more things to tell you, but I’d rather not
use pen and ink. I hope to be there soon in person
and have a heart-to-heart talk. Peace to you. The
friends here say hello. Greet our friends there by
name.

Annual Conference 2017
June 28 – July 2
Grand Rapids, Michigan
DeVos Convention Center
Registration is open now.
More information to follow.
If you have any questions please contact the
Annual Conference Office
at 800-323-8039
Fax: 847-742-1618
annualconference@brethren.org

ARE YOU A DR, NURSE PRACTIONER, RN,
LPN, OR EMT?
The First Aid Office at Annual
Conference in Grand Rapids is
looking for DR.’s, RN’s, LPN’s and
EMT’s who would be willing to
volunteer a few hours during
Annual Conference this summer. Dr. Rosalie
McBride of Northern Indiana District is
coordinating the First Aid Office this summer
in Grand Rapids and would be glad to hear
from willing volunteers! Please contact her
at: rosalie.l.mcbride@gmail.com

3 John 13-14 The Message

Please continue to pray
for the situation in Nigeria.
Remember them daily as we all
pray for peace to come to that
devastated region.

Job Openings: I f you are interested in
job opportunities through the Church of the
Brethren, open positions can be found at
http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html

Visit www.brethren.org
for more information.

April 2017
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Denominational News

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Updates

Global Mission Prayer Guide

Dominican Republic
Pray for the new leaders of Iglesia de los Hermanos (Church of the Brethren in the
Dominican Republic) who were elected at the 20th Asamblea or annual conference.
Among other newly elected leaders, Gustavo Lendi Bueno now serves as president
and Félix Acevedo serves as moderator. Pray for God’s grace and wisdom for all those
called to serve the Dominican church.
United States
Give thanks for the Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) response in Perryville, Mo.,
following last week’s devastating tornado. The Perryville MARC (Multi Agency Resource
Center) served 52 families Saturday.. CDS volunteers provided nurturing care to
children while their parents applied for services. Pray for these families as they
continue to rebuild their lives. Pray for this weekend's meetings of the Mission and
Ministry Board of the Church of the Brethren. Among other matters of business, the
board will discuss a new mission philosophy paper that focuses on the vision for a
Global Church of the Brethren. The board also will discern whether to approve the
African Great Lakes region and Venezuela as official mission sites. Give thanks for the
board members' dedicated investment in the denomination. Pray for wisdom to guide
them and energy to sustain them.
Give thanks for the service of Robin De Young, who is completing her work as the
rebuild program assistant for Brethren Disaster Ministries. She began the position in
September of 2015. Pray for blessings in her future endeavors.
Brazil
Pray for an upcoming assembly of Igreja da Irmandade-Brasil, the Church of the
Brethren in Brazil. Approximately 30 members will gather in Campinas to elect the
church’s national board. Pray for a Spirit-filled time of discernment.
Spain
Pray for the planning process of a community outreach event organized and hosted
by Iglesia de los Hermanos — Una Luz En Las Naciones, the Church of the Brethren in
Spain. The event will take place on April 15 in Gijon and will feature worship,
testimonies, and guest preachers. The theme is "Seven Hours in Your Presence
Positioned to Celebrate the Victory." Pray that people in the Gijon community take
notice and participate.
April 2017
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Denominational News

Global Mission Updates

go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren

Global Mission Prayer Guide
Nigeria
Praise God for the workcamp of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the
Brethren in Nigeria) held these past three weeks at the EYN headquarters in Kwarhi.
Volunteers from many EYN districts gave time to help construct a new office building,
with 50-60 volunteers working per day. Six Church of the Brethren members from the
United States joined in the effort. Give thanks for the safety of all involved.

Arelis Sable, from Lancaster (Pa.) Church of the Brethren, and Salamatu Billi, wife of EYN president Joel Billi,
share the load during a day of work in Kwarhi. Photo
courtesy of Salamatu Billi.

EYN volunteers give their time and labor to the EYN
headquarters in Kwarhi. Photo courtesy of Salamatu
Billi

April 2017
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S u s q u e h a n n a Va l l e y M i n i s t r y C e n t e r
Continuing Education Series

Ten Plus Reasons to
Love Leviticus
ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE • Susquehanna Room

BOB NEFF, Keynote Speaker

APRIL 24, 2017

Bob Neff is an Old Testament scholar,
President Emeritus of Juniata College, and former
General Secretary of the Church of the Brethren

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
(Registration at 8:30)
Other speakers:

Christina Bucher (sexuality in Leviticus from different faith perspectives)
David Leiter (social justice and Leviticus)
Frank Ramirez (the Brethren and Leviticus 19)
Brody Rike (atonement and orientation to God)
Leviticus is a book for our time. Leviticus challenges us to lives of integrity seven days a week by:
respecting our elders and the marginalized, resolving our feelings and disputes with our neighbor,
protecting the rights of the alien, addressing economic and social inequity, care for the environment,
the appropriate preparation of food and its consumption, living from the perspective of the Holy
One. This study unlike most book investigations will not follow chapter by chapter but will begin in
the center of the book with chapter 19 and the directive, “You shall be holy, as I am Holy.” Leviticus
invites us to lead a holy life that is strikingly relevant to our lives today.

Cost: $60 (includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.6 CEUs)
Registration due to SVMC by April 10, 2017
REG ISTRAT I ON FORM

Mail completed registration form and
payment for Leviticus to:

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Make checks payable to SVMC.
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450
svmc@etown.edu

Name
Address
E-mail
Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

Phone
District
Other dietary restrictions?

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center presents:

Cultivating Conversations . . .
. . . Navigating Elder Care Challenges
May 8, 2017, Cross Keys Village, New Oxford, PA
8:30 am - Registration
9 am – 3 pm - Workshop
Registration: $60 (Includes light breakfast, lunch, and 0.5 CEUs). Please register by April 24, 2017.

As caregivers and pastors, we may feel at a loss for words as we interact with family members dealing
with elder care issues. This informative workshop will provide helpful information related to advance
care planning and of legal documents, differences between palliative medicine and hospice care, and
management of the difficult conversations surrounding elder care issues.

Topics/Presenters:
Legal Matters:

Clayton Lingg, Elder Care Attorney

Comfort and Care When Needed Most:
Joan Groh, Community Relations Liaison for Hospice & Community Care

Managing Difficult Conversations:
Jennifer Holcolm, Kimberly Korge, Kathy Staub, Memory Care Support Team Members, Cross Keys

Please make checks payable to
“SVMC”
Mail completed registration form and
payment for Cultivating Conversations
to::

Susquehanna Valley
Ministry Center
One Alpha Drive
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Questions?
Contact us at:
717-361-1450
svmc@etown.edu
Thank You !!

REG ISTRAT I ON FORM

Name
Address
E-mail
Congregation
Meat or vegetarian lunch?
Where did you hear about this event?

Phone
District
Other dietary restrictions?

Due to an error, Ligonier First COB received hundreds of these and they’ve
given them to the District. Please consider doing a project for Heifer
International this year, because we have more little box banks and 4-week
giving calendars than we know what to do with! There are leader’s guides, too.
Think of your Sunday school class, Vacation Bible School, Homeschool Group,
Women’s or Men’s Fellowship, FFA, 4H Club, or local Christian School. (You
could even get a public school involved – there are Scripture verses on the
calendars, but not the boxes.) Contact the District Office at 1.866.279.2181 or
814.479.2181 if you’re interested.

Thanks to our wonderful Heifer International rep, Valerie Danzey, we have two
teaching kits available to borrow. Each kit contains the three pieces you see above,
plus an Animal Crackers Curriculum/Activity Book, a copy of World Ark magazine,
Living Gift Market Resource Guide, a Passing On The Gift DVD, Heifer Mission Trips
Brochure, Heifer Faith Info Card, a Bookmark, Stickers, Fifteen Case-Study Cards, and
Valerie’s Business Card, all in a colorful Heifer Tote Bag. These kits must return intact
to the District Office – and you can contact Valerie if you need additional supplies to
keep for your church.
Heifer International has proven over the decades that giving animals WORKS to
combat poverty in the developing world. Be a part of giving that improves lives and
communities around the globe! Get your church or other group involved today!

2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey
“Therefore my heart is glad…….” Psalm 16:9

The District Women’s Ministries are so excited to share with you,
that we will be sponsoring a fabulous Women’s Retreat on
Friday, May 5, 2017 through Saturday, May 6, 2017.
Come share in the Joy of our Lord through stories, inspiration, good music,
laughter, prayer, good food, the beauty of the land and some well-deserved rest.
The Retreat will be held at Camp Harmony this year. Most of our lodging will be
at the Harmony House. You will be pleased with its transformation. All bedding
will be provided except for the pillow for your head. (Please bring your favorite
pillow, towels, and of course, your Bible.)
We would also like you to bring a music box with you if you can. We’d like to
hear the story behind it.
Registration will begin on Friday from 4:00pm till 6:00pm.
Dinner will be served around 6:30.
Don’t -worry, there will be time for pampering. We are planning to have a
Message Therapist, an Essential Oil Therapist and a station for nails and toes.
Ladies – Pack your bags and prepare for a relaxing getaway. You’ll grow closer to
friends, deepen your relationship with Jesus and be pampered as well!!

Join the “Joy in the Journey”
The cost of the retreat will be $95.00 each. This will cover all meals and snacks,
entertainment, gifts, refreshments and comfortable lodging. We ask that you pay
$50.00 with your registration. That will be due on April 1st. The other $45.00
should be paid by April 7th. Each person should fill out a registration slip.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------2017 District Women’s Spring Event
Women of God – Joy in the Journey

Registration Form – one form per person
Church: ___________________________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________ State: __________ Zip: ______
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Cost: $95.00 for 2 day retreat – includes meals, lodging and all the fun!
Deposit: $50.00 due by April 1, 2017
Remaining Balance: $45.00 due by April 7, 2017
Please send Registration Forms and fees to:
Pastor Judy Walker, 425 Morningside Avenue, Jeannette, PA 15644-1954

District Highlights
Brethren home
Community windber
April, 2017
March Auxiliary Meeting: The Brethren Home Auxiliary held its
March meeting in the Home Chapel on Thursday, March 3. The membership enjoyed
devotions led by Connie Zanoni, and reports from committee chairwomen. The
following purchases were approved:
2 Labeling gun kits for inventory control for the dietary department - $260
3 high back slings for nursing

$477

4 lift slings for nursing

$524

6 positioning wedges for restorative therapy

$114
TOTAL: $1,375

Ash Wednesday service: Home Chaplain Cecil Lohr held an Ash
Wednesday service at the Home. He spoke about Lent as a time of preparation for the
coming of Easter, and a time of spiritual renewal. He offered ashes to any resident who
desired a physical expression of renewed dedication to Christ’s resurrection.

Conemaugh Bed donation: Director of Buildings and Grounds
Dennis Clark recently received a donation of 12 adjustable height beds from
Conemaugh Hospital. These beds match the beds previously donated by Conemaugh
to our facility, and represent a great savings for our budget. The hospital also donated
side rails that can be used on any of the donated beds. Thanks to Dennis for his
dedication in seeking out opportunities for savings!

SHOE PROJECT: The Home Auxiliary’s spring shoe
project is in full swing. 1,000 pairs of shoes are already sorted
and stored at the Home. Please contact Susan Haluska at
814.467.5505 with any questions about the project or to
schedule a drop off.

Annual spring tea scheduled: The Annual Spring Tea hosted by the
Home Auxiliary will be held on April 23, 2-4 PM. Residents and their visitors will enjoy
light refreshments on 2nd, 5th, and 6th stations, along with a great afternoon of
conversation. Everyone is invited to share in the fun!

FROM OUR CEO: In recent months our Home has been experiencing financial
difficulties. We are a small non-profit entity that by law may not possess excess funds,
but we are dedicated to providing benevolent care that bridges the gap between
Medicaid payments and the actual cost of care for many of our residents. While striving
to provide for those residents, we may also be required to complete costly improvement
projects to maintain our eligibility for government programs at very short notice. When
faced with unexpected expenses that drain our reserves, it is difficult to meet our
financial obligations.
Our board and staff have been working to bring the Home into compliance with
changing state and federal regulations. Plans for the conversion of some four bed
wards to two bed rooms have been submitted, and in some cases construction has
begun. The mandated electronic record keeping system is fully installed. In cooperation
with the Chan Soon Shiong Medical Center, a hospice suite was constructed and is
open. Updated equipment for our nursing stations has been purchased. An Activities
for Daily Living suite has been constructed to supplement our physical therapy
department’s offerings for short term admissions. Staff members have completed
continuing education programs that allow us to offer in service training on site.
To insure our residents’ wellbeing, these improvement are necessary, but costly. At a
time when cash flow is inhibited by the decreased census and constant changes in
reimbursement regulations, our ability to maintain a balanced budget has been
compromised. We have pursued assistance in planning financial avenues to cut costs
and feel that the proposed fiscal plan will return us to stability. However for the next few
months supplemental income will be crucial to our budget. We are asking that
congregations give prayerful consideration to a love gift for the Home’s general
fund. Donations should be directed to Finance Director Donna Locher at:
Church of the Brethren Home, 277 Hoffman Avenue, Windber, PA 15963.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

CONNECT - Acts 2:46-47 – 2017 THEME – Every day they continued to meet together in
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Remember to schedule a visit from Camp Harmony……
To promote the ministry to children and adults
To visit Church Boards with an open book policy. Please let us know.
When we connect with each other, the job set before us from the Lord becomes easier
EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, APRIL 15 (Tax Day)
********
NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE
Lake Junaluska
September 4 -8, 2017
Camp is providing transportation to Lake Junaluska, NC for the National Older Adult
Conference. The cost of the trip will be $225.00. This cost includes transportation,
lodging, (down and home) and one meal will be provided each way.
We will be leaving Camp Harmony at 1:00 pm. on September 3, 2017 traveling to Beckley,
WV. Dinner (which is included) will be at Tamarack. This stop will also include a visit
with WV artisans. We will plan on leaving at 8:30 PM traveling to our stop for the night
at Microtel Inn by Wyndham Beckley.
On September 4th breakfast will be provided at the Microtel Inn. The bus will be
departing the inn at 8:00 am. We will plan on arriving at Lake Junaluska approximately
2:00 pm. A stop will be planned for lunch as we travel (on your own).
Homebound departure will be following the noon meal on Friday, September 8th.
Dinner (included) will be at Pasquale’s in Beckley. Our night’s stay will again be at the
Microtel Inn. Breakfast will again be at the inn with leaving time at 8:30 am. Arrival back
at camp will be approximately 1:00 pm with a stop for lunch (on your own).
Price includes: transportation to and from NOAC, two nights lodging, two dinners and
two breakfasts. Reservation only guaranteed with payment in full to Camp Harmony.
For more details, contact Barron Deffenbaugh at Camp Harmony.

CAMP HARMONY
A ministry of the Church of the Brethren
1414 Plank Road, P O Box 158
Hooversville, PA 15936-0158
E-mail: harmony@campharmony.org
http://www.campharmony.org
(814) 798-5885 FAX: (814) 798-2225

“Inviting all people to experience the wonder of
creation, and find harmony with God, with nature, and
with one another

“The Church of the Brethren should be absolutely fearless, absurdly happy, and always
getting into trouble for Jesus.” Quote from Dan West . . .
Future Events
Prayer Conference – April 1
Fish Fry – Lenten Service ( Hosted by Johnstown Sub-District) More information will be
Coming – April 2 – See poster
Spring Scrapbook Retreat – April 7 – 8
St Paul’s Presbyterian Women’s Retreat – April 7 – 8
Nut Rolls – April 11 – 13
Quilt Retreat – April 21 – 23
Music Dinner Night - April 29 – See poster
*******
EMPOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Lifeguards, Counselors, Maintenance, Cooks, Kitchen Assitants, Facilitators, Housekeeping
Inquire at Camp now for seasonal positions. We are already in the process of hiring. Do not
delay. Camp hopes to have the seasonal staff ready by March – April.
*******
2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
As more and more families are blessed they contribute $1.00 a week or $52.00 to Camp so that
the ministry can bless others. The original premise was that if all the families in the District
contributed $52, the mortgage could be eliminated. The 2017 “52 GOD BLESS YOU TEAM”
now has 21 families including some congregations for a total of $1,308.00. Thank you so much
for your donations and prayers.
*******
VOLUNTEERS
Every Tuesday a group of men and women come to Camp to volunteer – there is always an
endless amount of tasks needed to be completed. They range from carpentry, painting, to
stuffing envelopes for a mailing. We welcome your presence as a volunteer, not only on
Tuesday, but actually any day of the week. The company is wonderful, food for lunch is tasty,
and the atmosphere is unbelievable. Help us do the Lord’s work by volunteering. You make
your schedule. Keep in mind we also daily deliver meals or snacks to children. If you could
take an hour out of your day to help with this delivery that would be extremely helpful.
Please consider volunteering at Camp and give us a call…1-814-798-5885.
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New course
For 2017!

5K/10K
RUN
WALK

OR

Register online at www.campharmony.org

814-798-5885
harmony@campharmony.org

NAME: ______________________________________ GENDER: Female
Male
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________
CITY: __________________________________ STATE: __________ ZIP: ____________________
PHONE: _______________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________________
BIRTHDATE: _________________________
AGE ON RACE DATE: ___________
EVENTS:
___ 10K (6.2 miles) RUN
___ 5K (3.1 miles) RUN
___ 5K (3.1 miles) WALK
___ Kids Fun Run (Free, Ages 5-11)

T-SHIRT SIZE (10K & 5K):
___ Small ___ Medium
___ Large ___ X-Large
___ Other:____________

REGISTRATION FEES (includes t-shirt):
_____ Pre-Register (by 5/10) $25
_____ Late Registration*
$30
*Registrations received after May 10 are
considered late and not guaranteed a t-shirt*

PARTICIPANT AGREEMENT: (Must be signed to participate in the race)
In consideration of your accepting this entry, I, the below signed, intending to be legally bound for myself, my heirs, my
executors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against the race, it's
sponsors and their representatives, successors, and assigns for any and all injuries suffered by me in said event. I attest that
I will participate in this event as a footrace, that I am physically fit and sufficiently trained for the completion of the event.
Furthermore, I hereby grant full permission to use my name and likeness, as well as any photographs and any record of this
event in which I may appear for any legitimate purpose, including advertising and promotion.
Signature: ________________________________________________________________Date: __________________
Signature of Parent or Guardian if participant is under 18: ________________________________________________
Detach here and mail in with registration fee

Greetings Racers! The thrill of the race, the pumping adrenaline, the beautiful destinations and the journey that takes you
there - these are only a few of the reasons why you run. We also know how great it is when you can give back by running
your race! For 9 years, Camp Harmony has held the Run the Plank 5K/10K Run/Walk to benefit the Camper Scholarship Fund
and help more children have the opportunity to attend summer camp. Last year, over 50 campers were able to benefit from
the Camper Scholarship Fund. We would like to see that number continue to grow and provide you with a quality racing
experience! Here are the details on this year’s Run the Plank 5K/10K Run/Walk:
Date:

Saturday, May 20, 2017

Course:

Divisions:
Awards:

Registration: 8:00 AM, Faith Hall Porch
Race Time:
9:00 AM, Faith Hall Parking Lot
New for 2017! The course begins with ¾ of a mile on Camp up and around Heritage Lodge and back to our
main entrance. Once at Plank Road we make a left and travel down past the beautiful Quemahoning
Reservoir to the parking lot just past the dam for the finish line. We will bus participants back up to Camp.
Male 11 & under, 12-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over
Female 11 & under, 12-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60 & over
Medals will be awarded for first, second, and third place male and female runners in each race (10K Run, 5K
Run, 5K Walk, and Kids Fun Run)
Ribbons will be awarded for first, second, and third place male and female runners in each age group listed
above for each race (10K Run, 5K Run, and 5K Walk)

MAIL REGISTRATION TO: Camp Harmony - P.O. Box 158 - 1414 Plank Road - Hooversville, PA 15936

Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW
Form B that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contact persons will be
coming to congregations and contact persons soon. Please be sure to
review the material provided on Form B and make updates as they are
needed. Complete addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as
well as email addresses, if they are available. The Additional Officers
Form for 2016 will be sent from the District Office soon.
In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2016/2017 had been sent from the COB Stewardship
Office and was due by December 1, 2016. If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361. A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless
reporting.
The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of March 20. ALL of these informational
forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and
they provide a copy for the District Office. If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181. Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.
Thanks!

Church
Code
37-010
37-015
37-020
37-030
37-050
37-060
37-068
37-070
37-080
37-090
37-100
37-110
37-130
37-140
37-150
37-160
37-170
37-190
37-195
37-200
37-210
37-220
37-230
37-240
37-250
37-310
37-320
37-340
37-350
37-360
37-380
37-390
37-400
37-410

Church Name
Arbutus
Beachdale
Bear Run
Berkey
Bethel
Brothersvalley
Canaan
Center
Center Hill
Conemaugh
Connellsville
County Line
Elbethel
Erie Community United
Fairchance
Fair View
Farmington Bethel
Geiger
Good Samaritan
Greensburg
Greenville
Hooversville
Hostetler
Hyndman
Indiana
Ligonier First
Locust Grove
Maple Glen
Maple Grove
Maple Spring
Meyersdale
Middlecreek
Monroeville
Montgomery

Form A

Form B

2016 Statistical Report

Additional Officers
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Church
Code
37-260
37-420
37-430
37-270
37-440
37-450
37-460
37-470
37-475
37-480
37-500
37-505
37-508
37-510
37-520
37-530
37-280
37-540
37-550
37-560
37-570
37-580
37-590
37-620
37-630
37-635
37-640
37-290
37-645
37-300
37-650
37-660

Church Name
Morrellville
Mount Joy
Mount Pleasant
Moxham
Nanty Glo
Natrona Heights
Oakdale
Penn Run
Pike Run
Pleasant Hill
Plumcreek
Purchase Line
Rayman
Robinson
Rockton
Rockwood
Roxbury
Rummel
Salisbury
Scalp Level
Shade Creek/Ridge
Sipesville
Somerset
Ten Mile
Tire Hill
Union Chapel
Uniontown
Walnut Grove
Way of Hope
Westmont
Windber
Wooddale

Form A

Form B
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AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST - April 2017

ORDAINED
ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067
BAKER, DAVID – 110 Windy Ridge Lane, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774-7225 – 724-902-0830
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 - 814 266-9758
DERR, AMELIA – 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
DERR, HORACE - 1202 Roberts Street, Nanty Glo, 15943-1325 – 814-749-0262
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 - 814 629-0206
HORNER, TAMMY - 124 Whysong Lane, Johnstown, 15906 – 814-244-0958
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -814 255-2431
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 - 814 266-2734
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 814-539-3332
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -724 583-7073
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 - 412 551-6422
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. -110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 354-6026
RUMMEL, DALE E. - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 732-809-9013 (seasonal)
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 - 814 322-7786 New Day – 814 535-8202
SMITH, A. HARRISON -506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601- 724837-4491
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 - 724 438-2226
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -814 634-8158
WALKER, JUDY M. -425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 - 724 522-5260
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN -436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639-724 548-4901
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S.-207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904-814 266-9758
LICENSED
DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722
SHAFFER, ABBY R. -(office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 - 814 479-2181
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-241-7753
LAY SPEAKER
RAMER, DONNA L. -102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305-724 836-0594

2017 District Events and Meetings
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office
ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you.
EVENTS ARE CODED AS...
 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS
SUGGESTIONS FOR USE...
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES.
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions.
 Keep your calendar updated.

APRIL 2017
1
- House of Prayer Retreat – Camp Harmony, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
2
- FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
9
- PALM SUNDAY
10
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
13
- MAUNDY THURSDAY
14
- GOOD FRIDAY
16
- ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!
17
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
20
- DWM, Spring Brunch, TBA
22
- Earth Day
23
- Spring Tea at BHCW, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
24
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

MAY 2017
4
- NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
4
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m.
5-6
- District Women’s Retreat – Camp Harmony
7
- NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY
11
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
14
- HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
15
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
20
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., Mount Joy Church
22
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
25
- ASCENSION DAY
29
- MEMORIAL DAY
29
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

JUNE 2017
4
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday)
4
- Annual Conference Briefing, Geiger COB
8
- DWM, Camp Day, Camp Harmony
18
- HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
19
- District Women’s Ministries, District Office, 1:00 p.m.
19
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
26
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
28
-ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Grand Rapids, Michigan

JULY 2017
2
- ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Grand Rapids, Michigan
4
- INDEPENDENCE DAY
20
- Core Leadership Team 6 p.m., (District Conference Business)
24
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
28
- District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church (District Conference Business)
31
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

AUGUST 2017
3
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, 1:00 p.m.
12
- ACTS Class, District Office
21
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
26
- ACTS Class, District Office
28
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 2017
4
- LABOR DAY
7
- Key Ladies Luncheon, BHCW
9
- ACTS Class, District Office
14
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
21
- DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE
23
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
25
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
29-30 - HARMONY FESTIVAL at Camp Harmony

OCTOBER 2017
1
- WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
5
- District Women’s Fall Rally, Pettikoffer House
21
- District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
23
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
30
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.

NOVEMBER 2017
2
- Brethren Home Auxiliary, Bake, Soup & Craft Sale, 1:00 p.m.
4
- TWELVTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony
5
- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour)
9
- Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office
18
- District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA
20
- Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m.
23
- HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
26
- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
27
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
DECEMBER 2017
3
- SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9
- CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come
10
- THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
17
- FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
18
- Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m.
25
- MERRY CHIRSTMAS!!
?
- Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m.
31
- NEW YEAR’S EVE

PLEASE NOTE
Dates will be added or
changed as needed. If your
District group, team, or
committee has additions or
changes to this calendar,
please contact the District
Office as soon as possible.
Your help is much
appreciated!

