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STAFF: 

Ronald D. Beachley 

Tina S. Lehman 

Abby R. Shaffer 

Carole J. Horner 

 

CONTACT: 

115 Spring Rd. 

Hollsopple, PA 15935  

814-479-7058           

814-479-2181 

814 479-2506 fax 

 

WEBSITE: 

www.westernpacob.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday ~ Friday 

8:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m. 

Staff meeting each  

Monday, 8:00 a.m. 

 

Please send all 
Highlights information 
to the District Office by 

the 10th. 

D is t r ic t  H igh ligh t s  
April 2016     Vol. 16 No. 3 

        CONTENT 
 

I was preparing to write an article for the April 
Highlights when an email came through from 
CrossCards with a challenge. The email  
encouraged persons to take the 14 Day Simple 
Living Challenge. The idea comes from Paul’s  
letter to the Philippian Church. “I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every  
situation,” Phil. 4:12. When I was thinking about 
that email it was not so much about the  
challenge, but about being content in life and the 

situations in which we find ourselves. It has been four weeks since I shared my 
letter of retirement with the Core Leadership Team. 

Since then I have received numerous questions about why I decided to 
retire at this time. The answer is simple, when I prayed and thought about what 
that would mean for Linda and me, it just felt that this was a good time in the 
life of the district and in my personal life as well. I feel very content about my 
years of ministry and the time spent as District Minister in Western PA. As I 
shared in my letter, “I have been blessed with positive Christian leadership 
throughout the years of my ministry among you and have developed strong 
friendships and ties with many individuals and congregations.” Being content 
about where we are in our faith journey and in life has many blessings and    
benefits.  

It is often difficult to articulate how God continues to bless and give 
guidance for ministry, but as Paul suggests, God provides opportunities in every 
life situation. The key is “being content” wherever ministry leads us, or where 
God encourages us to be involved. I am content with the decision I made about 
retirement, but not as sure where the Lord will lead into the future. I plan to 
continue to pray for the leadership of this district and the ministries which    
congregations and individuals are involved in going forward. I will also be    
praying for a number of individuals who are faithful servants who have potential 
to be called to the set-apart ministry. 

Camp Harmony is looking for local church leaders to call young persons 
who have completed grades 8 –11, to become involved in a “Leaders-in-Training 
Experience”. This program will provide hands on leadership development skills 
that will benefit individuals in their home, church, school, and community. Our 
responsibility is to look for one or two youth from local congregations, begin 
praying for them, and then to invite them to participate in this leadership       
development program (more information in Camp Harmony pages). We may be 
“content” in our own faith journey that’s great but let’s reach out and challenge 
other’s to a new level of contentment in their faith  journey. 
 

RDB 
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District Office News 

May 2016 Highlights Deadline 

April 10, 2016 

Please send all Highlights 
information to the District Office for 

this next issue.  

HOSPITALIZED 
 Please continue to pray for Pastor Isaac 

Baldeo as he was in the hospital. 

NEW MEMBERS              
 
Roxbury Congregation  
 James and Joyce 

Braunns 
 
Geiger Congregation 
 Jason Stephens 
 
Windber Congregation 
 Andrew Charles Statler 
 Molly Marie Statler 

 

NEED YOUR HELP 
 
If your congregation will produce a new  
directory in 2016, please drop off or send a 
copy to the District Office, 115 Spring Road, 
Hollsopple, 15935.  
It is very helpful to the District Office staff  
to have updated information from all the  
churches we serve. 

 
Thank you! 

LEADERSHIP - Pastors 
Edwin Moore 
 - part-time, Uniontown  
Robert Wolf 
 - full-time, Pleasant Hill 

SYMPATHY 
• To the family of Mary Jo Flory-Steury 
who passed away on March 4, 2016. Mary Jo 
was currently serving as the Associate General   
Secretary and Executive Director of the Office 
of Ministry for the Church of the Brethren. 

2016 DISTRICT DIRECTORY 
 
The 2016 District Directory is complete and an 
updated copy was emailed to the Pastors and 
Church Contacts on March 21, 2016.  
 
If you would like a paper copy or a CD, please 
contact the District Office at 814-479-2181 or 
email Tina Lehman at tlehman@brethren.org.  
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     AbbsTract          April 2016 
 
 When I was but a wee lass (sorry, still stuck in Irish mode), my dad sang 
at our church and sometimes for other events in the area.  You may remember 
his days with Four For One, but even before that, he was prone to do a “special 
music” on his own.  And the song I most remember him singing was a tune 
written and made popular by Holly Dunn, “Daddy’s Hands.”  I liked that song –  
I could relate to it.  “Daddy’s hands weren’t always gentle,” he sang, but he 
made sure we knew, “there was always love in Daddy’s hands.”  If you’ve not heard it, look it up. 
 Our hands are extraordinary, aren’t they?  Take a moment, right now, and look at your 
hands.  Think about where they’ve been and what they’ve done.  Our hands can be so strong – 
kneading dough, pushing a mower uphill, splitting logs, carrying groceries.  But they can have such 
a light touch, too.  Brushing away a little one’s tears, untangling a necklace chain, clasping the hand 
of someone who’s dying. Our hands are burden bearers and weapons and tender vessels of love.  

With our hands we can hold or hit, lift up or push down.   
 
 Every time I leave my parents’ house, my mom stands at the door 
and waves – long after she’s gone, I will remember her hands.  How they 
cooled my forehead and folded my clothes 
and made such beautiful music on the piano.  
 I’ll remember my dad’s hands, too – 
their strength and size, working to provide.  

How they lifted trusses into place above my new bedroom and did  
detailed circuit board work and held a tiny candle at the shadowy Good 
Friday service. 
            Hands are incredible! 
 
 I have to feel bad for Disciple Thomas.  All the others had seen Jesus’ hands, with their  
ragged nail prints.  Thomas wanted to see them, too.  He wanted to see the wounds and touch his 
friend – to verify for himself that Jesus was alive again.  I get that.  I think Thomas wasn’t so much 
of a “doubter,” he was just being honest.   

 
 I, too, want to see the hands of Jesus.  The hands that blessed 
kids and comforted widows and calmed storms and turned water into  
finest wine.  The hands that were so often clasped in earnest prayer, 
that wrote in the dirt to exonerate an adulterous woman, that touched 
lepers and beggars and sinners of every kind.  I want to see the hands 
that fashioned a whip and with it drove the price-gougers out of the 
Temple.  I want to see the hands that delivered people from demons and 

disaster and death. There was always love in those hands.  And in a way, I do get to see the hands 
of Jesus.  I see them every time I see a Christian using their hands in faithful ministry.  Hands that 
work and help and comfort and serve in love.  Let’s continue to honor our Risen Lord by dedicating 
our hands (and hearts) to His service! 
 
               High five!  
         :) Abby 
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Local Church/District News 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Retreat 
May 6 - 7, 2016  

Friday 4:00 pm to Saturday 3:00 pm 
at Camp Harmony 

The facilitators of  the conference want to 
bring personal and community transformation 
to the nations. There is no cost to attend and 

attendees will receive .5 C.E.U credit. 
 

Friday dinner, Saturday Breakfast  
and lunch included. 

Pastors will receive additional information via 
mail in the coming weeks. 

 

“Come to relax, be renewed,  

and recharged” 

Move in Our 
Midst 

 
 

Luella Kreiger will present  

Mary, Mother of Jesus 
Shade Creek/Ridge COB 

1623 Ridge Road, Hooversville 
 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 at 7:00 pm 
There will be refreshments and fellowship     

following the presentation. 
 

From the District Library… 
 

You’ll get through this. 

It won’t be painless. 

It won’t be quick. 

But God will use this mess 

for good. 

Don’t be foolish or naïve. 

But don’t despair either. 

With God’s help, you’ll get 

    through this. 

 

This is the premise of a great book and DVD 
study series available to you from the District 
Resource Library! 
Max Lucado hits the ball out of the park yet 
again in this honest, hopeful look at trial and 
tragedy.  He weaves the Genesis account of  
Joseph through solid, Biblical wisdom about  
surviving even the most difficult times.   
This is a great six-session study to do with any 
group, from high school on up.  The kit includes 
a hardcover book, a study guide and a DVD that 
are designed to complement each other.  
(Additional books, if desired, should be        
purchased by the borrowing church.) 
Who knows when life’s next harrowing twist will 
come?  Prepare for it ahead of time with You’ll 
Get Through This. 
      --A.S. 
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District News 

 
 
 
 

The Outreach and Service Team of the  
is currently looking for volunteer(s) to be the 
Western PA District Brethren Heritage and 

Peace Representative 
 
Responsibilities include: 
 
1. Help promote peace education by interact-
ing with individuals, pastors, and congrega-
tions: 
    
   • The Biblical foundation for the way of 
peace 
    
   • Brethren heritage and practices regarding 
 peace 
    
   • Biblical shalom, justice, and reconciliation 
    
   • Peace - learning ways to live peaceably 
with  one another 
 
2. Share peace education materials and  
instruction with the youth in our District by 
meeting with youth groups, camp groups at 
Camp Harmony, and other group settings  
arranged by the District Children and Youth 
Ministry Coordinator 
 
3. Work with the District Outreach and Service 
Team in any way that the Team can help the 
representative with the above responsibilities 
 
4. Report annually to the District Outreach and 
Service Team as to the work that has ben  
accomplished in a given year. 
 

Please contact Pastor Bill Wenger at  
814-539-7807 or pastormcob@yahoo.com if 

you are interested in serving. 

Pastor Barry Conn from the County Line COB is 
setting forth the following challenge:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are taking the challenge, please send an 
email to: barry_conn@live.com and let him 
know.  

Events at the Penn Run  
Christian Outreach Center  

(located directly across the street from the  

Penn Run Church of the Brethren)  
 

*PA Dutch Buffet - Saturday, April 2, 2016  
from 4 pm - 7 pm 

 
*Quilt Retreats - 8 am to 8 pm 

April 8, 2016 and April 9, 2016 
 

*Call the church office at 724-463-0420 for more 
information. 

 
Scrapbook and Card Making Retreat 

April 16, 2016 - 8 am to 8 pm 
Call Julie at 724-840-2704 for more information. 

Pray 
 

 For our nation 
  For our community 
   For our churches 
    For our families 

mailto:barry_conn@live.com
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District News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

150th Annual District Conference  
October 15, 2016 
Camp Harmony 

 
Mark your calendars! More info to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B-D-M 

Needs Your Help! 
 
 

Brethren Disaster Ministries needs your help.  
If  you are interested in being a part of future 
mission trips please contact Herb Ewald for 

more information at 814-539-8530  
or hjewald@atlanticbb.net  

 
Other than the day trips to New Windsor all 
week long trips will be announced as the  

information becomes available. 
THANK YOU 

 
2016 Schedule 

 
Day Trips 

April 7 
April 19 
June 9 
June 28 

August 11 
August 29 
October 6 
October 25 
December 8 
December 20 

Week Trips 
May 13 - 19, Colorado 
July 17 - 23, Colorado 
Sept. 18 - 24, Colorado 
Nov. 6 - 12, Project #2 

The Program and Arrangements           
Committee is  looking for pictures, artifacts, 
and information from the last 150 years of    
District Conference to display during the day   
of Conference.  
 

If you have anything that could be displayed, 
please contact Tina at the District Office,      
814-479-2181. 
 

Help us celebrate the past while we look        
forward to the future...All for the Glory of God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Brethren Historical Library and Archives 

Please be in prayer for: 

Church Planting 
 

See page 9 for details on a 
church planting conference 
in May. 

mailto:hjewald@atlanticbb.net
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District/Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org and www.westernpacob.org 
for the most complete and up to date news from the 
W. PA District 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE:                      

Call for information 

 

The 2016 Annual Conference theme is 

“Carry the Light.”  Program and                 

Arrangements Committee is inviting all    

congregations to send creative pictures of   

different ministries from your church – the 

choir, the youth activities, mission work, 

fundraising events, fellowship, etc. that show 

how your congregation carries the light of 

Christ. We would like to develop a 

“congregational collage” that will be         

displayed on the video screens in the main 

hall before and after gathering for worship 

and business.  Brother David Sollenberger 

will use his creativity to develop the collage. 

 

 

 

We are requesting no more than ten (10)    

pictures in jpeg format.  If would be good if 

one of them could be your church building. If 

you use a phone or tablet, the format might 

be different, but we encourage you to send 

them as jpeg files, if possible, and make sure 

they are clear and are your best set.  This 

might make a good project for your youth or 

others in your congregation interested in    

media. These pictures can be emailed to     

accob2016@gmail.com with the subject as 

“Collage and [the name of your                 

congregation.]”  

Please send them no later than May 15, 2016.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Messiah in the Passover presentation is a    
powerful visual message not only of Israel’s      
freedom from slavery in Egypt, but of the            
redemption of individuals from the bondage of sin 
through the atoning work of Jesus. The program is 
designed to give participants a deeper                 
understanding both of Passover and of the        
Communion table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 17, 2016, 5:00 pm at Camp Harmony  
Cost for this event is $12.00 for adults, $6.00 for 
children ages 5 - 12, children ages 4 and under 
are free. 
 

Please RSVP by April 6, 2016                                    
to the District Office at 814-479-2181                                        

or tlehman@brethren.org. 
Make checks payable to the Western PA District.   

                                                                             

Love offering to be taken that evening. 

Presented by                                 

CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES  
www.chosenpeople.com 

http://www.brethren.org
mailto:accob2016@gmail.com
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District/Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org and www.westernpacob.org 
for the most complete and up to date news from the 
W. PA District 

Position Description 

Food Ministries Coordinator 
Brethren Nutrition Program 

Washington City Church of the Brethren 
 

Washington City Church of the Brethren is 

committed to continuing the work of Jesus, peacefully, simply, and together.  We are a small congregation 

with a long history in Washington, DC, working to serve our community and to live out the Kingdom of God 

on earth, as it is in heaven.  Some of our core ministry interests are in peacemaking, caring for God’s           

creation, and food security.  
 

For more than thirty years, the church has operated the Brethren Nutrition Program, a soup kitchen. The 

Brethren Nutrition Program (BNP) exists to serve hungry neighbors on Capitol Hill, providing hot and 

healthy lunches to those in need.  Guests come to BNP from a variety of circumstances: young adults and 

senior citizens, homeless and housed, black and white, working and unemployed. 

Washington City COB seeks a Food Ministries Coordinator to coordinate the Brethren Nutrition Program.   
 

This is a full-time stipend position (with housing provided) with the expectation of a 40 hour work week.  

While most hours will be Monday-Friday, occasional weekend work is required. Washington City Church of 

the Brethren is seeking to hire someone to make a 2 year commitment. The Food Ministries Coordinator is 

accountable to the Administrative Council of Washington City Church of the Brethren. 

 

If you would like more information on this position, please contact the Western PA District Office. 

 

Interested parties should send their cover letter and resume’ to bnp@washingtoncitycob.org. 

 

Deacon Workshop 
 

Greensburg COB 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

3:00 pm to 5:30 pm 
 
This workshop will provide training, resources, 
and support for those called to the “set-apart” 
Deacon Ministry. 
 
Come prepared to listen, share, and learn how 
to be more effective in your ministry function   
as a deacon in the life of your home  
congregation. 
 

.2 CEU credits are available to pastors 
 
If you would like to attend, please contact the 

District Office at 814-479-2181  
by May 10, 2016. 

http://www.brethren.org
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Please continue to pray for 
the situation in  

Nigeria.  
          

Remember them daily as we all 
pray for peace to come to that 

devastated region. Visit 
www.brethren.org for more 

information. 

Job Openings 

If you are interested in job opportunities through 
the Church of the Brethren, open positions can be 
found at http://www.brethren.org/about/
employment.html 

 
Annual Conference 

2016 
Greensboro, NC 

Koury Convention    
Center and Sheraton 

Hotel 
 

Both delegate and     
non-delegate              

registrations are open at this time. 
 

Anyone with questions can contact the  
Conference Office by calling  

800-323-8039, ext. 365.  
Or email at annualconference@brethren.org. 

 
Stay posted for more details! 

Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

 
National Young Adult Conference 

May 27 - 30, 2016 
 “Creating Harmony” Colossians 3:12-17 

 
National Young Adult Conference (NYAC) offers 
people ages 18-35 the chance to worship and 

fellowship for four days on the campus of  
Manchester University in Indiana.  

 

For more information, please contact the  
Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office 

(800) 323-8039, ext. 385 or  
COBYouth@brethren.org   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, 
be totally ready to receive the gift that’s  
coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t lazily slip 
back into those old grooves of evil, doing just 
what you feel like doing. You didn’t know any 
better then; you do now. As obedient children, 
let yourselves be pulled into a way of life 
shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and  
blazing with holiness.  
 
God said, ‘I am holy; you be holy.’ 
        1 Peter 1:13-16 The Message  
 

Registration is open!  
www.brethren.org/workcamps 

Christian Citizenship  

Seminar 2016 
 

“Proclaim freedom to the 
prisoners ... and set the 

oppressed free” 
(Luke 4:18). 

 
April 23 - 28, 2016 
New York City  and 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Register today! 

www.brethren.org/ccs 

http://www.brethren.org/about/employment.html
http://www.brethren.org/about/employment.html
mailto:annualconference@brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org
mailto:COBYouth@brethren.org
http://support.brethren.org/site/R?i=dYjFWE43kCcSMKZhp18tcA
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Church Planting Conference 
May 19 - 21, 2016                        
Bethany Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Indiana  

Are you looking for a spiritually rich and creative space to worship, learn, network, and 

grow? Would it be helpful to you to be in conversation with other Jesus followers who 

are exploring new forms of mission, church planting, and shaping community? 

If so, then be sure to sign up for the May 19-21, 2016 new church development        

conference provided by the Church of the Brethren and hosted at Bethany Theological 

Seminary in Richmond, Indiana. 

This year's conference will focus on how hope, mission and imagination give rise to 

new mission communities, transformative churches, and vital congregations. We are 

blessed with the returning leadership of Efrem Smith from World Impact, and a new 

experience with Mandy Smith, pastor of the University Christian Church in Cincinnati. 

Once again we will be offering support for Spanish speakers through a Spanish        

language track and translation throughout the event. 

This conference (our eighth!) and other efforts to support new church planting do make 

a difference! Since 2008 over 35 new projects, fellowships and congregations have 

been established! Our goal is to see at least 250 emerge by the end of this decade.      

It is a modest goal, but one that we feel God is calling us to reach toward. 

They're expecting 125 participants for this year’s conference, with a challenge goal of 

150! Why not join the group, to add your voice and energy to this great mission work? 

Won’t you come alongside others with a heart for evangelism, outreach, service, and           

disciple-making for three days of prayerful and Spirit-filled engagement? 

Early registration is available through April 15 with a special rate for first time            
attendees at $99.00 and for those of you returning at $119.00. On April 16 all            

registration rates will be the regular rate of $129.00, so don’t delay.  

Register today at www.brethren.org/churchplanting/events.html! (note: this year       

attendees are responsible for their own housing. Conference rooms are available at     
reduced rates, but reservations must be made directly with the hotel. Information       

is on the website) 

Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

https://owa.brethren.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=JYCl6ywITEm86U9nnIAjP0iPhFZyTtNI6pWaFYMSNLEvIrv3NS1FCmdcW_r2X2udIbzL0ZmcxAQ.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsupport.brethren.org%2fsite%2fR%3fi%3dfZ-i68Qx49SIbYBHz3TiOA
http://www.brethren.org
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Global Mission Updates Denominational News 
go to www.brethren.org for the most complete and 
up to date news from the Church of the Brethren 

 Global Mission Prayer Guide  

Rwanda/Democratic Republic of Congo                                                                                                                       

Pray for Chris Elliott and Marla Abe, moderator and moderator-elect for Southern PA District, and Gary 

Benesh, moderator for Southeastern District, as they travel and meet with congregations in Rwanda and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. The congregations, which identify as Brethren, are hosting worship services, 

Bible studies, and seminars on Brethren history and ordinances, led by the visitors from the United States, as 

well as partners David Nizonima, Etienne Nsanzimana, and Lubungo Ron. Pray for the health and safety of all 

the participants and for Spirit-filled exchanges between American, Congolese, and Rwandan Brethren.       

Haiti                                                                                                                                                                                      

Pray for the 13 participants from the Brethren Revival Fellowship serving with Eglise des Freres d’ Haiti, the 

Church of the Brethren in Haiti. The group will work at New Covenant School in Saint-Louis-du-Nord, building 

a latrine and a clinic and leading children’s activities. Pray that the encounters will bring encouragement and 

learning to all involved.                                                                                                                                                     

United States/Nigeria                                                                                                                                                         

Pray for the Office of Public Witness (OPW) and its diverse group of partner organizations seeking to increase 

awareness and support for addressing the ongoing humanitarian crisis in northeastern Nigeria. Pray that the 

work of the OPW will help build support for the Nigeria Crisis Response of the Church of the Brethren and 

Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria). 

Recently the Church of the Brethren, Heifer International, and 
Ted & Co, a professional touring theater company, formed a 
partnership around a project to highlight and support the work of 
Heifer International. At the heart of this partnership is an event 
called “12 Baskets and a Goat,” a live theater show that includes 
an auction to raise funds for Heifer.  
“12 Baskets and a Goat” premiered in Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsylvania in November 2015, raising $15,000 for 
Heifer. This project invites people and congregations to participate in restoring worth, dignity, and economic 
security to sisters and brothers who live in poverty, and at the same time reminds those of us in the Church 
of the Brethren of our identity as people who serve in the name of Jesus Christ.                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                          

         Here are several ways congregations can participate in this project:                                            

-- Host a show: Bring Ted & Co to your community. The cost of the event is $3,800 plus travel. We are     

helping to establish an underwriting fund to assist congregations with $1,000-$2,000 per show who otherwise 

could not afford to host.                                                                                                                                          

-- Make a donation to the underwriting fund: The Church of the Brethren has designated $10,000 to this 

effort toward the partnership’s goal of raising $40,000. If 500 Church of the Brethren congregations across the 

US donated just $50 each, we could raise $25,000 together to give any church the chance to host a show. 

Visit the Ted & Co. website to learn more about hosting a show, at www.tedandcompany.com . For any direct 
questions about booking a show, contact Valerie Serrels at Ted & Co at office@tedandcompany.com or      
540-560-3973. To make donations to the “12 Baskets” fund, please get in touch with Jay Wittmeyer at the 
Global Mission and Service Office at jwittmeyer@brethren.org . 

http://www.brethren.org
http://www.tedandcompany.com/
mailto:office@tedandcompany.com
mailto:jwittmeyer@brethren.org


 

 

“…let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross…”  -- Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

Dear friend, 

 

 My name is Mark Murchie and I am the Youth Director at Scalp Level, Rummel & Windber Churches 

of the Brethren.  I also am a volunteer at the Windber branch of New Day and an avid runner. God has given me 

the opportunity to combine these two.  On April 18, 2016, I will be running the Boston Marathon and I am 

looking for people to sponsor me as I run on behalf of the Windber New Day.  Many of you may be familiar 

with New Day and its Windber branch as it has been present in the community for 30+ years.  The Windber 

New Day’s mission is “to build God’s Kingdom one life at a time through investing in relationships, 

imparting the love of Christ, interceding in prayer, and impacting lives.”  Windber New Day is located in the 

2
nd

 floor of the Windber Community Building and directed by Gary Rowles.  He is passionate about Jesus 

Christ and sharing the love of Christ to the youth of our community.  I too am passionate about Jesus Christ and 

the ministry that is happening at New Day.  New Day relies on the Lord for their financial needs and the 

generous people whom the Lord uses to support New Day.   

 

Please pray and consider sponsoring by giving to the Windber New Day as the Lord leads you.  You could give 

a free will donation or sponsor me per mile.  The race is 26.2 miles long so for example you could give:  

- $1 per mile = $26 

- $2 per mile = $52  

- $10 per mile = $262 

 

More than anything, please sponsor me through your prayers.  You can pray for: 

 

- Ministry of New Day to bear fruit and reach the youth of Windber with the gospel 

- Youth of Windber to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ 

- More youth to come to Windber New Day 

- The financial needs of New Day 

- Gary Rowles would be anointed with the Holy Spirit as he teaches, ministers and builds relationships 

with the youth 

- Lastly, a lot has to go right for a successful Marathon.  Please pray for me as I train, prepare and run 

the Boston Marathon and pray for the Lord to receive all the glory!! 

 

You may send donations to New Day’s Windber office at 1605 Graham Ave., Windber PA 15963.  Please write 

“Boston Marathon” on the memo line of your check. 

 

Thank you so much and may God richly bless you as you run the race of life for Him!!  

 

In Christ, Mark Murchie 

 

“For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the 

present life and the life to come.”  -- I Timothy 4:8 





WWOOMMEENN  OOFF  FFAAIITTHH  

  

WWoommeenn  ooff  aallll  aaggeess  aanndd  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnss  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  eennjjooyy  aa  ddaayy  ooff  aammaazziinngg  ffrreeeeddoomm  wwiitthh  tthhee  

WWoommeenn’’ss  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp  ooff  tthhee  RRuummmmeell  CChhuurrcchh  ooff  tthhee  BBrreetthhrreenn  33443322  GGrraahhaamm  AAvveennuuee,,  WWiinnddbbeerr,,  PPAA    

((eexxiitt  RRoouuttee  5566  aatt    MMeemmoorriiaall  HHiigghhwwaayy  CChheevvrroolleett  aanndd  bbeeaarr  rriigghhtt  oonnttoo  SSuuggaarr  MMaappllee  DDrriivvee,,    

tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  llooccaatteedd  aatt  tthhee  ttoopp  ooff  tthhee  hhiillll  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  WWiinnddbbeerr  EElleemmeennttaarryy  SScchhooooll))..  

WWee  wwiillll  bbee  vviieewwiinngg  aa  DDVVDD  ooff  tthhee  WWoommeenn  ooff  FFaaiitthh  

““AAmmaazziinngg  FFrreeeeddoomm  CCoonnffeerreennccee  22000077””..  

SSaattuurrddaayy  MMaayy  1144,,  22001166  

99::0000  AA..MM..  ttoo    44::0000  PP..MM..  

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  iiss  ffrroomm  88::0000    ttoo    88::4455  AA..MM..    

wwiitthh  aa  ccoonnttiinneennttaall  bbrreeaakkffaasstt  iinn  tthhee  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp  HHaallll  

PPrrooggrraamm  bbeeggiinnss  aatt  99::0000  iinn  tthhee  SSaannccttuuaarryy  

AA  lliigghhtt  lluunncchh  wwiillll  bbee  sseerrvveedd  aatt  1111::3300  aatt  nnoo  cchhaarrggee    

aanndd  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  aatt  1122::3300      

RReesseerrvvee  yyoouurr  sseeaattss  bbyy  ccaalllliinngg    

MMaarrcciiaa  @@  881144--446677--99001155  oorr  BBoonnnniiee  @@  881144--334411--22111166  

((sseeaattiinngg  iiss  lliimmiitteedd  ssoo  ccaallll  ttooddaayy))  

RR..SS..VV..PP..  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  AApprriill  3300,,  22001166  

cclliimmaattee  ccoonnttrroolllleedd  aanndd  hhaannddiiccaapp  aacccceessssiibbllee    

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring canned food items to donate to the Ligonier Food Pantry, 

our offering will go to Heifer Project International, 

the City Boutique (with gently-used jewelry) will be open! 



 AVAILABLE SPEAKERS LIST 

January 2016 
ORDAINED 

ABRAHAM, FARREL – 4315 Seton Dr, Pittsburgh, 15227-1245 – 412-979-0067 
BALDEO, ISAAC - 4555 Glen Eden Rd, Cranberry Twp, 16066-3001 -  724 452-0923 
BAUGHMAN, CARL L. - 130 Homewood Dr, Butler, 16001-1960 -  724 283-1051 
BERKEBILE, WES J. – 4285 State Route 208, New Wilmington, 16142 – 724-901-7058 
BROADWATER, KEVIN L. - 475 Keystone St, Meyersdale, 15552-6943 -  814 442-5684 
CABLE, VINCENT E. – 344 Hopwood-Fairchance Rd, Uniontown, 15401 – 724-438-4254 
CRABLE, DAVID E. – 23 S. Water St, Masontown, 15461-2151 
CHRISTNER, JAY L. – 313 N. Edgewood Ave, Somerset, 15501-1355 – 814-445-4223 
DEFFENBAUGH, BARRON K. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 -  814 266-9758 
EASH, JOHN E. - 131 Friendship Ln, Hollsopple, 15935-6732 -  814 629-0206 
FORRY, ROGER L. - 341 Lincoln St, Somerset, 15501-1308 -  814 443-2979 
GREW, DOTTIE H. - 509 Sherman St, Meyersdale, 15552-1239 -  814 634-5329 
HAY, CHARLES R. - 1127 E Main St, Berlin, 15530-1428 -  814 267-3205 
HIRONIMUS, BERTHA - 142 Bent Tree Hill, Ligonier, 15658-3202 -  724 238-3984 
HOUGHTON, JAMES E. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -  814 255-2431 
HOUGHTON, SALLY M. - 124 Lindberg Ave, Johnstown, 15905-3019 -  814 255-2431 
KABLER, ERIC P. - 126 Clermont St, Johnstown 15904-2132 -  814 266-2734 
KENSINGER, JAMES M. - 329 Spackman St, Seward, 15954-3117 - 814 446-1088 
LONGWELL, ERIC M. - 240 Plumcreek Rd, Shelocta, 15774 - 724 599-8690 
MANGES, JOHN W. – 137 Catskill Ln, Johnstown, 15904-7523 
MARSHALL, HOMER H. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -  724 583-7073 
MARSHALL, PATRICIA M. - 369 W Church Ave, Masontown, 15461-1651 -  724 583-7073 
MOORE, EDWIN E., JR. - 107 Sabra Court, Uniontown, 15401-9729 - 724 970-2505  
PETERMAN, SANDRA M. - 110 Windy Ridge Ln, Apt 3, Shelocta, 15774 -  724 354-6026 
REININGER, LINDA L. - 229 Davis St, Johnstown, 15906-1517 -  814 539-1345 
RUMMEL, DALE E.  - 6171 Greenville Pike, Grampian, 15666-1959 -  732 319-0099 
RUPERT, JACK - 409 State St, Johnstown, 15905-2642 -  814 322-7786   New Day – 814 535-8202 
SHAFFER, JUDITH A. - PO Box 319, Donegal, 15628-0319 -  724 516-9191 
SHAULIS, M. ERIC - 25 Sixth Ave, Meyersdale, 15552-1444 -  814 634-8740 
SMITH, A. HARRISON - 506 Sciandro Dr, Greensburg, 15601 - 724 837-4491  
STEIN, ROBERT R. - PO Box 375, Chalk Hill, 15421-0375 -  724 438-2226 
SWICK, MICHAEL R. - 4127 Greenville Rd, Meyersdale 15552-8518 -  814 634-8158 
WALKER, JUDY M. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 -  724 522-5260 
WALKER, LARRY E. - 425 Morningside Ave, Jeannette 15644 -  724 522-5260 
WHIPPLE, CHARLES D. - 317 Wyoming St, Greensburg, 15601-3947 -  724 600-6332 
WESTLAKE, ELVA JEAN - 436 Pony Farm Rd, Kittanning, 16201-4639 -  724 548-4901 
WILLOUGHBY, CAROLYN S. - 207 Churchill St, Johnstown, 15904 -  814 266-9758 

 
LICENSED 

DERCK, JOY E. - 3089 Dutch Run Rd, Shelocta, 15774-2224 - 724 354-3386 
DERMER, JOANN - 3062 Hyndman Rd, Hyndman, 15545 - 814 842-6489 
HILER, GARY W. - 228 Baltzer Bridge Rd, Friedens, 15541-6320 - 814 267-6722 
ISHMAN, DANIEL R. - 116 Todd Rd, Freeport, 16229 - 724 525-2901 
MARSZALEK, CHERYL A. - 409 Herman Ave, Wilmerding, 15148-1206 -  412 551-6422 
SHAFFER, ABBY R. - (office) 115 Spring Rd, Hollsopple, 15935-7412 -  814 479-2181 
THOMAS, SCOTT R. - 2996 Carpenters Park Rd, Davidsville, 15928 -  814 288-2094 
YOST, ERIC W. – 1009 First Street, Windber, PA 15963 – 814-467-0882 
 

LAY SPEAKER 
RAMER, DONNA L. - 102 Franklin Dr, Greensburg, 15601-1305 -  724 836-0594 



BRETHREN HOME  

COMMUNITY WINDBER 
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SHARE WHAT YOU CAN: Carrying on the tradition initiated by our late dietary director, 

Lynette Oroczo, the Home dietary department held a “Share What You Can” event for 

the staff.  To be included in the Smoothie Day held on February 23, each staff member 

was asked to donate two non-perishable canned goods, or make a cash donation to 

support the work of the Food Pantry at the Walnut Grove church.  This donation will be 

combined with the food collected at the annual food show to be held on April 5 for a 

combined delivery. 

 AUXILIARY REPORT:  Our hard working Auxiliary has quite a few projects happening 

this spring.   

 ~The annual Shoe Collection Project is beginning this month, and runs until June 30.  

 ~ A Stanley Home Sale will begin in May, all key ladies will have information and sales 

booklets available, the Home office will also have information.   

 ~The annual Spring Tea will be hosted by the Auxiliary on April 24, at station lounges 

2, 5, & 6 at the Home.  Donations of cookies will be accepted in the Auxiliary kitchen at 

noon on the 24th.   

 

At its March meeting, the Auxiliary made the following purchases to benefit our 

residents: 

     14 bed bumper guards to limit damage to walls                                            $700 

       6 heavy duty baking sheets for the dietary department                               $141 

       7 CD set of organ accompaniment for the “Hymns of Praise” hymnals 

           used by the Activities department                                                              $90                                     

     10 Walkie talkies to limit the use of the intercom throughout the Home        $190 

       1 22” seat wheel chair requested by the therapy department                      $225 

       1 rolling blood pressure station for nursing                                                  $396   

                                                                                         Total Expenditures: $1,742 

 

BHCW 12TH LARGEST EMPLOYER IN SOMERSET COUNTY:  In the Johnstown 

Tribune Democrat’s progress report published on February 28th, the BHCW was ranked 

as 12th largest employer in Somerset County.  We are proud that our community not 

only serves its residents, but it is a vital employer in the Windber business community. 



SECOND MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD:  The second Memorial Service for family 

members and friends of thirty-one recently deceased members of our Home family was 

held in the main chapel on the evening of March 7.  Home Administrator Bob Thompson 

led the service with the assistance of Rev. Ron Beachley, who related with the 

attendees by recalling his emotions in the recent losses of members of his own family.  

A group of Home employees and volunteers formed the service choir, Auxiliary 

president Arbutus Blough accompanied the choir on piano, and administrative assistant 

Teena Petrus created a power point presentation featuring pictures of each of the 

residents being remembered at the service.  After the service, the Home dietary 

department provided light refreshments in the dining room and attendees took the 

opportunity to visit and reminisce together, a positive step in the process of healing. 
 

 

HOME BARBECUE CANCELLED:  After many years as a constant on the Home 

calendar, the difficult decision to discontinue the annual Home Barbecue has been 

made.  Although the wonderful volunteers who staffed the event each year were 

prepared to grill again, declining attendance and rising prices made the event too costly 

to continue.   The Home would like to thank everyone who supported the event for so 

many years! 
 

 

HOME RUMMAGE SALES:  For the past few years the Home housekeeping 

department, with the aid of a few dedicated volunteers, has been organizing rummage 

sales to supplement the regular budget.  Items such paint and painting supplies, new 

draperies and linens have been purchased with rummage sale revenues.  Individuals 

and churches can support the rummage sales by dropping off donations at the Home on 

weekdays during regular office hours, 8AM-4PM, or contacting sale coordinator Chris 

Knepper at 814-467-5505 for more details. Please join in, donations for the July 28-30 

sale are being accepted now.  Our sales really do have something for everyone! 
 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Janet Kushto and sale coordinator Chris Knepper (l) were kept busy organizing the 

clothing tables while volunteer Jane Shirk arranged household goods at the March sale. 













 Thanks very much for keeping the reports coming in! The NEW Form B 
that comes from the Yearbook Office in Elgin and updates contact 
information about your congregation’s board or leadership team chair, the 
treasurer, a deacon contact, and a number of other contact persons will be 
coming to congregations and contact persons soon.  Please be sure to 
review the material provided on Form B and make updates as they are 

needed. Complete addresses and phone numbers are appreciated, as 

well as email addresses, if they are available. The Additional Officers 

Form for 2016 will be sent from the District Office soon.  

 In addition, the Congregational Outreach Form for 2015/2016 has been sent from the COB Stewardship 
Office and was due by December 1, 2015.   If you have a question, you will need to contact the Stewardship 
Office at 800-323-8039, ext. 361.  A downloadable version of the form, as well as a new fillable option is also 
available at www.brethren.org/stewardship. Feel free to use that option in order to switch to paperless reporting. 

 The forms listed below were received in the District Office as of March 20. ALL of these informational 

forms are important to both the district and the denomination. The updated forms are sent to Elgin and 
they provide a copy for the District Office.  If you have a question about a form, please don’t hesitate to contact 
Tina at 814 479-2181 or toll free 1-866-279-2181.  Your prompt attention to this task will be appreciated.  
Thanks! 

 
Church 
Code 

 
Church Name 

 
Form A 

 
Form B 

 
2015 Statistical Report 

 
Additional Officers 

 
Self-Allocation 

37-010 Arbutus  ●  ●  

37-015 Beachdale      

37-020 Bear Run      

37-030 Berkey  ●   ● 

37-050 Bethel  ●   ● 

37-060 Brothersvalley  ●   ● 

37-068 Canaan  ● ● ●  

37-070 Center     ● 

37-080 Center Hill      

37-090 Conemaugh  ●  ●  

37-100 Connellsville  ● ●  ● 

37-110 County Line  ●  ● ● 

37-130 Elbethel  ● ●   

37-140 Erie Community United      

37-150 Fairchance  ● ●  ● 

37-160 Fair View  ●    

37-170 Farmington Bethel  ● ●   

37-190 Geiger  ● ● ● ● 

37-195 Good Samaritan      

37-200 Greensburg  ●    

37-210 Greenville  ●   ● 

37-220 Hooversville  ●  ● ● 

37-230 Hostetler  ● ● ● ● 

37-240 Hyndman  ● ●   

37-250 Indiana  ●  ● ● 

37-310 Ligonier First     ● 

37-320 Locust Grove  ● ● ● ● 

37-340 Maple Glen      

37-350 Maple Grove      

37-360 Maple Spring  ●  ●  

37-373 Markleysburg      

37-380 Meyersdale  ●  ●  

37-390 Middlecreek      

37-400 Monroeville      

37-410 Montgomery  ●   ● 

 

 

http://www.brethren.org/stewardship


 
Church 
Code 

 
Church Name 

 

 
Form A 

 
Form B 

 
2015 Statistical Report 

 
Additional Officers 

 
Self-Allocation 

37-260 Morrellville     ● 

37-420 Mount Joy  ●  ● ● 

37-430 Mount Pleasant      

37-270 Moxham  ● ●   

37-440 Nanty Glo  ●  ● ● 

37-450 Natrona Heights      

37-460 Oakdale  ●    

37-470 Penn Run    ●  

37-475 Pike Run  ●   ● 

37-480 Pleasant Hill  ●  ● ● 

37-500 Plumcreek  ● ● ● ● 

37-505 Purchase Line      

37-508 Rayman      

37-510 Robinson    ●  

37-520 Rockton  ●    

37-530 Rockwood  ● ● ● ● 

37-280 Roxbury  ● ● ●  

37-540 Rummel  ●  ●  

37-550 Salisbury  ●  ● ● 

37-560 Scalp Level     ● 

37-570 Shade Creek/Ridge  ●   ● 

37-580 Sipesville  ● ● ●  

37-590 Somerset  ●  ● ● 

37-600 Sugar Grove  ● ● ● ● 

37-620 Ten Mile    ●  

37-630 Tire Hill  ●   ● 

37-635 Union Chapel      

37-640 Uniontown   ● ● ● 

37-290 Walnut Grove  ●    

37-645 Way of Hope     ● 

37-300 Westmont      

37-650 Windber  ●   ● 

37-660 Wooddale   ●  ● 

        

       

 



2016 District Events and Meetings 

 
This calendar will be updated as we receive dates from your groups, please send your important dates to the District Office 

ASAP to insure they will be on the District Calendar. Thank you. 
 
EVENTS ARE CODED AS... 

 District Events open for anyone in the District to attend - CAPS 
 Meetings such as District Leadership Team, Camp Board, Home Trustees, and events beyond the District - small print 
 Youth and Children’s Activities - ITALICS & CAPS 

SUGGESTIONS FOR USE... 
 KEEP FOR REFERENCE WHEN SETTING LOCAL CHURCH DATES. 
 Each month check this page in District HIGHLIGHTS for changes/additions. 
 Keep your calendar updated. 

 

 

APRIL 2016 

4 - SVMC Continuing Education class 

4 - District Auction Recap Meeting, 6:30 pm, District Office 

14 - DWM Spring Brunch at Ligonier COB, 10:00 a.m. 

18 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

22 - Earth Day 

24 - BHCW Auxiliary – Annual Resident & Family Spring Tea, 2:00 p.m. 

25 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

27  - SVMC Continuing Education class 

 

MAY 2016 

1 - NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY 

5 - NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

5 - ASCENSION DAY 

5 - BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

6-7 - Holy Spirit Conference, Camp Harmony 

8 - HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 

12 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

15  - HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CHURCH! (Pentecost Sunday) 

15 - SVMC Sunday 

 

MAY 2016 

16 - DWM Meeting, 1:00 pm, District Office 

21 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m, TBA 

23 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

30 - MEMORIAL DAY 

30 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

JUNE 2016 

5 - Annual Conference Briefing, location to be announced 

9 - DWM, Camp Day @ Camp Harmony 

13 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

19 - HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

20 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

29 -ANNUAL CONFERENCE (begins), Greensboro, North Carolina 

 



JULY 2016 

3 - ANNUAL CONFERENCE (concludes), Greensboro, North Carolina 

4 - INDEPENDENCE DAY 

18 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

21 - Core Leadership Team 6 p.m., - Beachley Residence (District Conference Business) 

25 - SVMC Continuing Education class 

25 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

29 - District Leadership Team, 6 p.m., Arbutus Church (District Conference Business)  

 

AUGUST 2016 

4 - BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

13 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

15 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

20  - DWM, Women’s Tea 

22 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

27 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

1 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

1 - BHCW Auxiliary Key Ladies Luncheon, Noon 

5 - LABOR DAY 

10 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA 

10 - SVMC Continuing Education class 

10 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

17 - BRETHREN HERITAGE FESTIVAL 

19 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

21 - DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

26 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER 2016 

1 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

2 - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

6 - DWM, Home Day, Brethren Home Community Windber 

15 - District Conference, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

17 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

22 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

24 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

 

NOVEMBER  2016 

3 - BHCW Auxiliary meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

6 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS (Turn clocks BACK one hour) 

5 - ELEVENTH ANNUAL DISTRICT AUCTION, 9 a.m., Camp Harmony 

10 - Core Leadership Team, 6 p.m., District Office 

10 - SVMC Continuing Education class 

12 - ACTS Course, D.O. 

19 - District Leadership Team, 9 a.m., TBA 

21 - Brethren Home Trustees Executive Committee, 6:30 p.m. 

24 - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

27 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

28 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 



 

DECEMBER  2016 

4 - SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 - CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY – Camp Harmony – more information to come 

11 - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

18 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

19 - Brethren Home Community Trustees, 6:30 p.m. 

25 - MERRY CHIRSTMAS!! 

26 - Camp Harmony Board of Directors – Committees, 6:30 p.m.; Board 7 p.m. 

31 - NEW YEAR’S EVE 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 
Dates will be added or 
changed as needed.  If your 
District group, team, or 
committee has additions or 
changes to this calendar, 
please contact the District 
Office as soon as possible.  
Your help is much 
appreciated! 
 


